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a walk for schizophrenia. This event which coincides with
National Mental Illness Awareness Week has been organized by
dedicated volunteers in my riding of Annapolis Valley—Hants.

The goal of this walk is to generate greater public awareness
for schizophrenia, an illness that affects one in 100 people. I had
the pleasure of working in the psychiatric mental health field for
27 years and am pleased to have the opportunity to extend my
support to this worthwhile cause.

I ask all members of this House to join me in congratulating
those who have made this event a reality. I urge all of my
colleagues to work in their ridings to bring greater awareness to
schizophrenia and to promote mental health issues.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South): Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring to the attention of my colleagues and to all
Canadians the recent StatsCan statistics on spousal assaults.

Domestic violence is a harsh reality which we can no longer
choose to ignore. The report published by Statistics Canada
found that one in three abused wives said they feared for their
lives at some point in their relationship and that one in five
abused women said that the assaults occurred while they were
pregnant.

These figures are horrifying. A man who uses his size and
strength to assault or otherwise abuse a woman is not only a
coward but a criminal. I challenge all Canadians to speak out at
every opportunity, declaring that there is no excuse for abuse.

It is time all Canadians worked together to eliminate spousal
abuse once and for all.

ARGENTIA NAVAL BASE

Mrs. Jean Payne (St. John’s West): Mr. Speaker, this week
the U.S. naval base at Argentia, Newfoundland closed its doors.
The negative impact of this closure on the historic town of
Placentia will be far reaching. In addition to the number of
people who will lose their jobs, we will have to deal with the
severe economic impact on the business community as well as
social and, last but by no means least, the environmental
concerns.

I want to express my gratitude to this government and
particularly to the minister of fisheries for their positive re-
sponse to my efforts on behalf of the people of Placentia area.

I want also to assure the residents of Placentia that I will
continue my efforts on their behalf in making sure that there is a
very rigorous campaign to address the redevelopment and reuse
of the base facilities.
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[Translation]

PARTY FUNDRAISING

Mr. Jean-Guy Chrétien (Frontenac): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, my hon. colleague from Richelieu introduced a motion to
make party fundraising healthier in Canada. Our motion was
somewhat successful in that it was supported by members from
all parties. I wish to thank them for their support.
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Nevertheless, I was shocked and even outraged to see mem-
bers of the Liberal Party of Canada representing Quebec oppose
this motion. They are familiar with the provincial public financ-
ing legislation in operation in Quebec since 1977 and should
appreciate this basic democratic tool. By voting against the
motion we tabled in this House, they show how little they care
about the democratization of politics in Canada, which certainly
does not do them credit.

[English]

ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

Mr. Ian McClelland (Edmonton Southwest): Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to draw attention to two worthy initiatives that will
help guarantee Canada a place in the new economy.

Recently the Royal Bank of Canada committed $25 million to
a venture capital fund. Along with its partners an alliance was
formed that will provide capital to bring neuroscience break-
throughs to the market. This commitment marks the first time a
pool of venture capital has been raised to fund the neurosci-
ences.

In addition, the Bank of Commerce appointed a vice—presi-
dent of learning organizations and leadership development. The
function of this position is to provide a means of measuring
intellectual capital.

We have reached the time when banks and other institutions
will not measure worth exclusively in terms of tangible assets.
Rather, the assets of the future will also be based on intellectual
innovation and invention.

As of 7.32 this morning the national debt had reached
$532,190,587,211.96.
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CHILD POVERTY

Mr. Chris Axworthy (Saskatoon—Clark’s Crossing): Mr.
Speaker, when it comes to child poverty in Canada the latest
statistics produced by the Canadian Council on Social Develop-
ment are startling.

The child mortality rate is twice as high among poor families
as among richer families. The high school drop—out rate for



