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My attention was recently drawn to the fact
tliat the right of participation in the Last
Post fund bas been withdrawn from the In-
dians owing to the fact that they are wards
of the government. I sbould like ta know
why that was done. These men did their bit;
when they were asked ta go over tihe top
tbey were flot asked wbetber they were
Indians or what they were. Tbey were just
British.

Mr. POWER: Representations have been
made ta the Last Post fund along the lines
mentioned by the hion. member for Brant
(Mr. Wood). Without being able ta be
definite on the subject I assume that the
reason for some distinction beîng made be-
tween Indians and other ex-soldiers is that,
the Indians being wards of the government-

Mr. CAHAN: And already provided for.

Mr. POWER: -and already provided for
by the Department of Indian Affairs, the ad-
ministrators of the Last Post fund did flot
consider they were indigent. But I know
that the Last Post fund has always provided
$25 for a marker, the funeral expenses pre-
surnably being looked after by the department
which has the special care of the Indians. I
may add that recently the matter bas been
brought ta the attention of the departmnent,
and discussions are goîng on with the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs.

Mr. McIVOR: I have officiated at funerals
at which the type af burial outlined by the
minister was quite in evîdence. It was a
camfort ta the wife and family ta know that
their husband or brother or father baving been
overseas and bis earnîng abîlity considerably
lessened, and it having been perhaps impos-
sible for birn ta get any pension, at any rate
hie did not have ta be buried as an indigent.
It was a little bit of comfort and perbaps an
evidence af appreciation on the part of tihe
government ta give at least a funeral of a
much lower standard than that of the ordinary
artisan.

Mr. BROOKS: My understanding is tbat
it is not tbe government thýat gives the
funeral; it is the Last iPost fund.

Mr. STEWART: I understood tbe min-
ister ta say that this is an organization ta
wbicb tbe government makes a contribution,
and that these payments are made from tbe
funds of tbe organization. Could the minister
tell thbe committee what other sources af
revenue tbe organization has besides the con-
tributions from tbe government, also whether
tbey render a staternent of their expenditures
ta the minister or the department?

Mr. POWER: I arn informed that they
are not asked for a statement, but I know
they have other sources of revenue. In
Ontario a grant bas been made by the legis-
lature for the past four yeaTs ta caver the
cost of administration, and so forth, and each
municipality is required ta pay $15 towards
the cost of burial af anyone residing in tbe
munîcipality for a period of not less than
three montbs who would otberwise bave been
a public charge. In the cities of Montreal,
Westmount, Outremont, Verdun and Lachine,
tMventy-five per cent af the cost is paid in
similar circumstances hy the municipality.
In Quebec tbe provincial gavernment bas
made a special grant for the purchase of the
"field of honour" of $1,000 per annum. for
ten years from 1928. This is extraneaus ta
and not applicable ta current burials. In
Manitoba tbe provincial government makes
a grant ai $500 -a year applicable ta adminis--
tration. To Alberta 8400 a year for the saine
purpose is divided between the two branches,
north and south. No other branch has any
grant so far.

Mr. CAHAN: There are private subscrip-
tions ta this fund?

Mr. POWER: Oh, yes.

Mr. HEAPS: Have the government had
a statement af receipts and expenditures
fromn the organizatian?

Mr. POWER: There is a representative
af the departmnent on tbe board, Mr. Scam-
meli, the secretary of the department. WE
do not reiceive any statement as far as I
know.

Mr. HEAPS: No check is kept af tbe
money tbat the government gives ta this
arganization?

Mr. POWER: The statement ai the fund
is audited hy cbartered accauntants, and the
representative of the department checks it.

Mr. STEWART: Can tbe minister give
the total expenditures af the organization
during the year, without the details?

Mr. PO-WER: 1 have no doubt I could
readily obtain it from the headquarters of
the fund.

Mr. STEWART: It would seem that as
the government makes the contribution it
might naturally and without any discrimina-
tion expeet ta receive from the organizatian
a capy ai its annual statement, or sorne
information as ta whetber the wbale arnaunt
is needed, and s0 on.

Mr. POWER: As far as I arn aware this
vote bas always been considered a very


