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he has paid to the great worth of the illus-
trious dead. The tribute is so full, so com-
prehensive, so complete, so just, that
indeed very little is left to be added to it.
It would rather spoil the effect of what has
been said so well and moulded so com-
pletely to try to add very much to it.
Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, it comes home
to me, as the desk-mate of our late revered
leader, and for so many years his friend,
that we should from this side of the House
join with the hon. leader of the Govern-
ment in saying something about our de-
parted friend. I stand, Mr. Speaker, by
the vacant chair, a chair that will never
so worthily be filled in this House or in
any other Canadian House within my life-
time and perhaps not within the lifetime
of the youngest man here. The leadership
of the Opposition and of the Liberal party
will some day be filled, but it is no dis-
paragement to whoever may fill that posi-
tion to say that we have not the mould,
nor the man to fill the place of the departed
Chieftain of the Liberal party.

As to the love and affection which the
people of this country had for him, may I
remind you, Mr. Speaker, and my hon.
friends, of that great pattern of human love
that has been held out to us and which we
used to read in our school books and in
the Sacred Book itself about David and
Jonathan of old; held out to us as the
greatest human evidence of love between
two men. When David and Jonathan were
parting, Jonathan, his brother-in-law, took
him fervently by the hand and said: David,
I will never see your face again; we are
parting now and forever; but to-morrow
you will be missed, for your seat will be
empty.

The great dead is missed in this House
to-day, because his seat is empty and it
can never be filled. His place in this
House is empty, his place in his home is
empty, but his memory shall never fade.
We, as his friends, have reason to be thank-
ful, and we are thankful, that his great
worth bas been appreciated by the people
of Canada and presented to this House to-
day in such a magnificent manner by the
hon. gentleman who is leading the Gov-
ernment.

I am sorry that the duty of paying this
tribute to the departed statesman has not
fallen upon some one more capable than I.
One cannot help thinking on an occasion
of this kind of the masterly eulogies which
our late leader bas pronounced, and one is
apt to say, with the poet: "O, for the touch
of a vanished band, and the sound of a
voice that is still!"

Ulr. McXenzie.]

The acting leader of the Government has
pointed to the many things Sir Wilfrid
Laurier bas done for the development of
this nation, and it is no disparagment to
others to say that in bringing this country
of ours up to the full measure of nation-
hood, in bringing it vividly to the atten-
tion of the Mother Country and of the
home Government, in securing for it as a
nation and as 'a dominion the high position
we hold in the commercial and political
world, none bas done so much as Sir Wil-
frid Laurier. Canada bas risen to her
rightful place as a nation within the great
Empire to which we belong. 'The position
which Sir Wilfrid Laurier took at the time
of the diamond jubilee of ber late Majesty
Queen Victoria, and again at the corona-
tion of King Edward VII and of King
George V and at the various imperial con-
ferences of the great statesmen of the Em-
pire, did more to bring Canada before the
world and to secure for us the position
which we now occupy than anything
hitherto done by any other Canadian. We
have therefore much to be thankful for,
both for his life, and for the memories he
bas left behind not only in Canada but
throughout the Empire.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier rose to the very high-
est position in the gift of the people of this
country. As he had often himself said, he
was a democrat to the bilt. He was cap-
able of realizing and anticipating every
feeling of the people, and aliost of every
individual in the commnnity, for he had
gone through the various stages of life
within Canada, and ho could see what was
necessary for the true welfare of bis native
land, of which he was so proud. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, I repeat, occupied the very
highest position in the gift of this couitry,
and I submit that had he lived in any
other country of the civilized world he
would have occupied a similarly high posi-
tion. Had he lived in the great republic
to the south, with its hundred millions of
people, he would have shared in the hearts
of the people of that country a place with
Washington, Lincoln and Grant. Had be
lived in France, the home of his ancestors,
I submit that he would have been Presi-
lent of France. Had he lived in our own be-

loved Mother Country of Great Britain and
Ireland, I have no doubt, and I have often
heard said, that he would have occupied a
similar position to that held by Lord Chat-
bain, John Bright, Gladstone and Disraeli.
It bas often been stated by men in this
Chamber, and not by those in sympathy
with him politically, that if Sir Wilfrid


