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baud. I arn only directing myseif to tbe!
question as ta whether or flot the course
suggested has been considered by my hon.
friend and those for whom hie speaks.

Mr. 'BLAIN. I %vill flot attempt to an-
swer that qutestion; my hon. frlend will bie
quite able, 1 arn sure, to deal witb that,
matter. Ail 1 have to say 18 that 1 under-
stand the parliament of Canada have power
to place upon the statute-books a law to.
prohibit lhe importation, manufacture and
sale of cigarettes, and 1 may remind my
bon. friend that a gentleman f rom bis own
province stated that the legisiation that
they bad on the statute books of Nova
Scotia was a deail letter, and therefore hie
suggested that It wvould be useiess for the
legisiature to put further legisiation an the
statute-book of tbat province.

Mr. E. M. MACDONALD. I shahl be very
glad to .-ive mny hon. friend the correspond-
ence 1 have.

Mr. BLAIN. Might 1 ask my bon. friend
wbat bis opinion would bie on the constitu-
flouai aspect of that question ?

Mr. E. M. MACDONALD. 1 amn afraid
my han. friend from Peel (Mr. Blain) labours
under the idea tbat la asking tbe question
I did, 1I was actua.ted by some unfriendliness
towards bis project. QuIte the contrary, I
would lie disposed to endarse the spirit of
tbe resolution ; but wben hie spoke on bie-
bal! of a large number o! people, flot only
la his own but lu other constituencies as
well, interested lu the suppression o! the
cigarette, I was in receipt of correspoildence
from people in my own county wha were
suggestlng the method 1 indlcated as the
best means of deallng wltb the question.
And it was ln ail sincerity, and not out o!
any bostility to the proposed legisintion, that
1 asked the question 1 did. As to tbe con-
stitutionallty of provincial legisiation o! that
character, one could only giv 'e an opinion
from a legal standpoint after tbe Bihl had
been drafted providing for the dealing with
this evil in a certain way by tbis parlia-
ment. As regards the abstract question, I
tb*ink that this parliament bas jurlsdictiln
ta deal w1tb the matter.

Mr. BLAIN. I would asIc ny bon. frlend
(Mr. Macdonald) If any o! the correspondence
lie lias is against this parlianient leglslating
on this question thîs session?

Mr,. E. M. MACDONALD. Not at ail. I
shahl send rny hon. !riend what letters 1
bave.

Mr. THIOMJAS MARTIN (No rtb Well-
lngton). I have bere a number of
statlstlcs whicb I bad intended giving
tbe House, but as my bon. frlend
from Peel (Mr. Blain) bas gone s0
fully Into the miatter, I sball fot weary
the House with them. I wish to sny bow-
ever, tbat I ain beartily in sympathy with

wvhat my lion. friend bas said. I believe
tbat the cigarette habit is growlng very fast
and is a great injury to our young people-
both boys and girls, and 1 arn prepared ta
support any legisiation 'wblcb will rid us of
su-eh an evil, but there is one argument
against this proposition of my ban. frlend
whicb* lie dld not take tbe opportunlty of
answering. I would asIc hlm, If we prevent
the manufacture and importation o! cigar-
ettes, cau we hope toa ccomplisb the object
aimied at Sa long as we lmport tobacco wbich
can bie made Inito cigarette& ?

Mr. BLAIýN. My reply to this Is that I
think our youth acquire the smoking habit
by beginning with cigarettes. My abject
is to deal witb this from the boys' stand-
point. 1 believe that If we probibit the li-
portation, manufacture and sale o! cigar-
ettes, we 'will get et the root o! the evil from
tbe boys' standpolnt and will tbus accom-
pllsb a great deal.

Mr. F. DS. MONK (Jacques Cartier). Wblle
I arn beartily lu favour o! the two first para-
graphs lu my -bon. friends resolution,
namely :

1. That the abject of good government is ta
promate the gengral welfare of the people by
a careful encouragement and protection of
whatever makes good ;and by an equally care-
fui discouragement end suppression of what-
ever tends ta the public disadvantage.

2. That the smoking of cigarettes has been
proved by averwhelming testimony ta be pro-
ductive of seriaus physical and moral lnjury ta
yaung people ;lmpalrlng bealth, arrestlng de-
velopment, weakenlng Intellectual power, and
thus constitutlng a social and national evil.

The motion o! my 'bon. frlend Is toa ex-
tensive. Tbhree years aga, tbis question was
brought up by the bon. miember for St. Law-
rence Division (Mr. BicIcerdike) and pretty
tborougbly dlscusfed. The discussion we
liad then and the Information 1 bave gained
since lead nme ta doubt the feasibility o!
enforcing the prohibition in sucb a general
way. At that time we bad the advantage
of the experierice of Dr. Roddick, af Mont-
real, wvhîo then had a seat ln this Hanse ;
and if I remember rigbtly hie declared that
lu the case of grown up people the smoking
o! cigarettes wvas tbe most barmless form
of tbe evil. While cigarette smoking Is
highîly detrimental ta Immature youtb, and
wbile I would approve a! any legisiation
proliibiting -the use o! cigarettes by oor
scbool children. In its present shape, 1 daubt
wvbetber tbe resolution-if enacted Into law-
could bie put into practîce.

Rt. Hon. Sir WILFRID LAURIEIR (Prime
MInister). My bion. friend. from Peel (Mr.
Binin) bas told us tbat tbis is nat a Sunday
sebool question but a very practical ques-
tion, In 'wbicb 1 agree witb hlm. The use
o! cigarettes is unlversally admltted to have
very injuriaus effeets, botli physical and
mnental, on immature youtb. I would bie
disposed ta go furtber than my bhon. !riend
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