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or of a mew Prime Minister being asked
to assume the responsibility of a Govern-

ment ; but we have a Government., and I
am wunable, T may add. fo conceive why

this long delay should be asked for, the
Government hfnmf* every office filled, either
by a Minister or an acting Minister. and
being able to carry on the affairs of the
country. I am bound to say. more etliciently
than has been done during the last thirteen
menths., o far as 1 ean anderstand there
has been more done in the last two or three
days than bhas been done in the last thirteen
mcnths ¢ and the very delay and the very
difficuity which, we are told. induced these
seven centleman to withdraw their conti-
dence in their leader. seems. so lur as I
can judge by the result. to be caused by
their presence in the Administration. While
they were in, the Government could not go
on. they were evidently blocking the way.
nothing could be accomplished. So I would
suggest to my hon. friend that. as we meet
to-morrow, he intimate to the gentleman
who is to move the reply to the Address,
that he go on with his speech. It has been
bottled up now so long that possibly it will
have to be recast. I do not see why we
should not at once go on with cur business,
and let this House discharge the duties
which it has been ealled upon to discharge.
I can certainly see no necessity on the part
of th> Government asking for any prolonged
adjournment. I am quite satisfied that
there is no independent member of the
House, there is no member on the opposite
side. so far as I learned from the language
of the leader and of the hon. gentieman who
followed him. disposed to throw any ob-
staocle in the way of the Government. So
far as I know the feelings of the House, it
is prepared to give to the Administration
every possible facility ; and how they can
be hampered, or how they can be prejudlced
in any way by allmving the constitutional
1ule to prevdil. is what for my part I can-
rot conceive. :

Ar. MILLS (Bothwell). I think that the
request of the hon. leader of the House is
an unreasonable request under the circuni-
stances. This House is the great council of
the nation, it is the most important body to
advise His Excelleney, known to ‘our con-

stitution. Under the cirecumstances it seems
to me, when the Administration experi-

ences a crisis such as that which has over-!

taken the present Government, it is of the
- first comsequence that this House should sit
from day to day. Now, Sir. the hon. gen-
tleman asks us not to meet to-mMOrrow.
YWhy not ?
parnd to go on with the public business
because all the portfolios in the Government
are rnot filled, that may be a reason for a
further adjo‘nrnment. I am sure that this
House has no intention of interfering with
the Government, or with the Prime Minister,
in filling up the vacancies in the Adminis-

‘Mr. McCARTHY.

If the Government are not pre-

H

tration ; but this House ought not to abdi-
cate its functions. It has important func-
tions to discharge. The events which have
happened since Parliament has been called
together, and since the Npeech from the
Throne has been delivered. are of such a
character as to make the House suspicious.
The House does not know what may trans-
pire next, and as we can only advise llis
Excellency in our c¢apacity as members ot
the House collectively. it is of iirst conse-
quence that we should meetr from day to
day whenever the sittings of the House,
under our rules. come about. That
being so, I think the leader of the
House ought not to press his motion,
He should consent to the House mect-
ing to-morrow. and if the Government
then requires further time to fill up the
various vacancies in the Cabinet. further
time will no doubt be given by the House.
No one would put obstacles in  the way.
But events have been trauspiring every day
since we have met which are of very
great consequence. We have scen three or
four members taken from this House and
translated to the other Chamber. We have
had the announcement made that several
hon. members who have seat= in this House
have been appointed to fill positions in the
public service. 1 do not know whether
those appointments have been confirmed or
not. We may have information on that
subject wmnu the next twenty-four hours,
and if we do not obtain such information, |
think what has taken place calls for an ex-
pression of opinion on the part of this
House. We are. Mr. Speaker., we know not
what—whether this House is composed of

members  representing  the  constituencies
whose electors sent us here, or whether
it is composed of place-men of the
Administration. or of that part of the
CAdministration  that still  continues in
office.  Under the circumstances the
leader of the House should not ask us

to adjourn bevond to-morrow, and if then
the Government have made progress in fill-
ing the vacanecies, perhaps we may be able
to go on with public business and sinswer the
Speech from the Throne. But if the hon. gen-
tleman is not, it may be that Parliament
will r aqmre‘to consider other matters. The
hon. gentleman kpows right well that if a
member has been promised an office and
has agreed to accept that office, his seat
becomes vacant whether he has been actu-
ally appointed to the office or not. We

Kknow that an hon. member sitting in the

House of Commeons years ago was named
as Chancellor of the Exchequer; that he
agreed to accept the office ; that bhefore the
accept'mce actually took place His Majesty
was unable to make the appointment ; but
nevertheless it was held that by his agree-
ment te accept office his seat h’ld become
vacant, and he was obliged to retire and
be re-elected, although he was elected as
nothing more than a private member. The



