
[COMMONS]

the land'? We did not propose to give any the credentials to establIsh how solid
money to the enterprise ; we proposed that and capable these people were to carrying
the Yukon territory should pay for 'the rail- out the undertaking. However, we did have
way. How could we tell the value of the two gentlemen to make us an offer, we had
land; how could we tell in advance and Messrs. Mackenzie & Mann, and I suppose
fix for purposes of a tender the value of a my hon. friends opposite will not sneer at
land subsidy? One man would regard a their .capabilities. Tbey had been looking
million acres as worth millions of dollars this thIng over, and I believe they made
and by letting his imagination have full overtures to my hon. friend as to the con-
play, that it contained un'told quantities of struction of this ritlway, or, to be correct,
gold. Another man, more canny, careful and perhaps I should say, fnot as to the con-
conservative. might think there might not be struction of this railway, but as to the con-
a thousand dollars worth or a whole dollar's struction of another railway, namely, the
worth of the precious metal in the millions Chilkat Pass Railway, which naturally busi-
of acres offered. Thus, one man would take ness men would much prefer to construct
ore view, another man another. We could rather than the other. The result of their
pot tell what value to place on the land, approaching the Government and of the
and no body of men, I do not care wliether fnegotations which took place between us,
they possess the wisdom of Solomon, could 'sas, that they were induced to drop their
decide what would be a fair and reasonable Chilkat enterprise and to take up with the
estimate to put on the land. It rests on Teslin line.
chance, on conjecture wholly. Mr. WALLACE. Would the hon. member

Au hon. MEMBER. It is a gamble. (Mr. Blair) permit me to ask him if the
Chilkat Railway is wliat lie called No. 2

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND line ?
CANALS. Yes. it is absolutely a gamble' e M ER O MIWVY ND
nothing more and nothing less. Therefore' CANALS. The Chilkt Railway wo
we cold not publish the world that w No. 2 line. It is a line. I may uywhich
would give 5.000 acres per mile, less 5,000t anyilcr
acres might not catch the fancy of persons; wemceulds ot build sndersany possible cir-
wlshing tu undertake the construction of' CUiistaneinC i less titan two years, and
the road. We could not offer 50,000 acre which, therefoie, would not answer in the
forhet road. prve oo mffer 50,00 aces, 'present emergency. We knew Messrs. Mac-
for It might Prove too much, and while a.eni&MaadaybywhkosJ;kenzie & Mann, and anybody who nw
less amount might suffice to induce captal- these gentlemen. knows them to be responsi-
lsts of a speculative turn to enter intu ble men, to be capable, strong, experienced
a contract. We could only do as we did men to be men who have carried forwa.rd
when we fond men willing to negotiate large enterprises of this same descrp-
on a reasonable basis and enter into a con- tion, an wo could fot be bettered by
tract, then to push forward the work with any Ca nada.,I a not goint o sy
all reasonable speed and expedition. I do any met n in Canada. I an fotgoing to say

they are thc only men In Canada who would
not think it would be possible to make a be capable of carrying this work out, but I
more irrational, a mors absurd, a more ut- am going to say that they were the only
terly childish proposition than that in such two men In Canada that we knew of who
an undertaking and in a great emergency, were willing and capable of contracting tow-e should ask for tenders on ten dayIcinotie. hod ask fthendrcers oh entrac' carry the work out Therefore, after the ne-
notice, and ask the price at which contrae~ gotiations, which covered a number of days
tors would be prepared to carry out the after the most careful consideration by the
vork. members of the Cabinet, as a whole and
As to Mackenzie & Mann. they called on indivldually, after every member of the

the Government. Other gentlemen called Cabinet had studled the question, Impressed
on us as well-they were not the only peo- with its great Importance and with the Im-
ple who called. mense desirability of making an arïnge-

Mfr. FOSTER. Who did ? ment that could be defended-after ail tbis.
and after my hon. friend the Minister of

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND the Interlor (Mr. Sifton), In the most Inde-
CANALS. We had quite a few people. I fatigable manner, had given his continued
was not in Ottawa much at that time, and labour to the bringing about of a proper
I am not as well informed with respect to solution of these negotiations, we came to
those minute particulars and details as Is an understanding with Messrs. Mackenzie
my hon. friend Mr. Sifton. He wIll take & Mann, and the contract has been entered
occasion to enlIghten the House fully on Into which Is now before you.
the matter. I know there were others. Whatever May be said with regard
There were others who said they represent- to the features of this contraet. we have,
ed large amounts of -tapital and had un- at all events, the satisfaction of knowing
told means behind them and were willing that the men we have entrusted with
to talk railway. But none of this large its carryling out, are men who are admit-
capltal ever materlallzed ; and, as far tedly on ail hande competent to do It, and
as I know, we did not get our eye on who wil do It If it is ln the power of con-

Mr. BLAIR.
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