to the Vetican are confirmino evidence that a serious U.S. p2ace offensive is under -

w2y, But perhaps the rnst sionificant sion of 21l is tho sudden discreet silence in

statements, Vhon diplomacy Lecom2s sericus, i
The continuino cround wer in Viet Nam and the landingo of additicnal american
troops should ke a warninc asainst hasty conclusions by Hanol and any wishful thinkers

that the United States is wecady to sound retreat, It would Le a grave miscalculation
of U.S. resolve for the Tormunists to spurn peace telks under the cdelusion that compl-
ete victory was in their grasp.

Desnite the peace-merchzrs anc the draft-card burners, the prevailing mood in
the United States is to sce a dirty job throuah if an honorabl: settlement cannot be
reached,

Mr. Johnson's delicate tavk is to continueto exert cncugh military pressure to
chow that the U.S. will n~t renege on its comnitments, kut not so much as to make
negotictions imrossible., A risk for rzace is worth t-kinc,

Thz Christmas truce, short and imperfect as it wns, tho kombing pause and the

v

~

Viet Cong o"fer of a “cur=day ceasefire over *hc Virtnamese lunar New Year 211 indicate
tht both sides are worryino citout where the insreasing level of viclence is leading,
Zut these respites *»ill1 ke only cruel ~nd cynic2al posturing if they are not
accompanied by wen2l efforts to roach 2 lasting truce, If th  initiatives fail, a war
©ill go on from which it will becom2 insreasincly difficult for either side to exfri-
cite itself short of total victory cr icnominicus defeat,
llegoticztions a,d peace will not come casily,

he expericence of the long-drawn

out endino of the Korean llar show how almost haphazardly a settlement was reached,

Simply because no neat endint is in sight should be no recson to despair of peace.
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