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at the beginning - as merely an operationul decision made :or "technical reasons ."

ihis decision, o~.viously, was made in ~"ashin^ton anc: ~•; P,esident Johnson .

:!r . `N. Avarell }'.<rriman's unexrected mission to -'arsae: and Ambassador Goldberg' s

to the Vatican are confirr-,inry evidence that a serious U .S . paace offensive is under

W--y . But perhaps the -nst sionificant sion of ,11 is the sudden discreet silence in

:ashin;ten on Vit ?Ia^^* â or once tl.ere have been no "leaks" or accompanying public

st tements . t'h_n C~.1p1C^acy i eCOmDS SeTCL1S, it must be ~1T1Vate •

The continuinq arounG erur in VI-2t n1a .m and the landinry of additional America n

troops should be 4,varnin7 aaainst hasty conclusions by F,:~noi and any wishful thinkers

that the United States is ready to sound retreat . It would be a grave miscalculation

of U.S . resolve for th,? ~o~-munists to spurn peace lzlks under the delusion that compl-

ote victory was in their grasp .

Despite the peace-mj.rchars and the draft-card burners, the prevailing mood in

the United States is to sac a dirty job throug,a if an honorabl-- settlement cannot be

reached .

1 .1r . Johnson's delic~te ta,_k is to continueto exert enough military pressure to

show that the U .S . 1•r,1l net renege on its coT:J.itments, Lut not so much as to make

neqotictions imrossil~le . f. risk for -caca is !•rorth t :ti:inn .

The Christmas truce, short one inperfect as it the k;ombing pause and the

Vint Cong o-for of a^our-d.ay cease :ire over the ViDtn~mese lunar New Year all indicate

th:t both sides are worryin^ a.-out rrhere the in:=easinç levol of viclence is leading .

~;ut these respites :•i1l be only crue). and cynicul posturing if they are no t

accomp-_,nied by ::e:l 2f_o,ts to ro,-,.ch 1 lastinr. truce . If tl: initiatives fail, a war

will go on tror.. which it will bec~m~ in-re :sinrly di'ficult for either side to extri-

c.-te itself shor~ of total victory or il7nominieus defe ..t .

Ilegatiz~:tions and peace r;il l not co* e casily. The exPerience of the long-drawn

out endinc, of th,-, }:ore~-n show how almost h~:phaz~rdly a settlement was reached .

Simply Lecause no neat endin-1 is in sight should be no re :.son to despair of peace .
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