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STATEMENT ON NUCLEAR TESTS

THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN CONCERNED 13Y ': NE IIrTENS~T i'

CF THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTIrJG PROGRAMME OF THE SOVIET UNION DUhIN G

rECEtvT UEEKSo THAT PROGRAMME HAS INVOLVED NUMEROUS EXPLOSIONS

I N RAPID SUCCESSION INCLUDItiG SO :1E OF THE LARGEST STZE AND HAS LED

TO AN OBSERVABLE SHARP RISE IN THE BACKGROUND RADIATION IN THE

LATITUDES IN WHICH CANADA IS SITUATEDp T HE GQ''ERNr;r•NT IS DISPOSED

='0 REGARD TAtITH FAVOUR ANY SOVIET ACTION WHICH ' :10iILL MODIFY THEIR

POLICY OF Ii`1TENSIFYING THE RATE OF TESTING . TO THE EXTENT THAT IT

MAY RESULT IN A NALT IN THE RISE IN RADIATION WitICH HAS BEEN C,AUSED

BY THE SPEED-UP IN SOVIET WEAPONS DEVELOP MENT' THE CANADI AN GQVs

ERNYENT WELCOMES THE REPORT THAT THE SOVIET UNION 1. NTENDS TO CEASE

c.'ARRYING OUT TESTS OF NUCLEAR [+=EAPONS . AT THE Sp:"îE TIME, IN VIEW

OF THE PRESENT IINCERTAINT`f OVER THE VERZFICATIQH OF TESTS 9 THE

REST OF THE WORLD CANINOT BE ASSURED 9 IN THE ABSE,~C~ OF SATISFACTORY

ARRANGEMENTS FOR INTEP. N ATIONAL INSPECTION) THAT IN FACT NO FU.'~TI{ER

TESTS ARE BEING PRF.PARED AND CONDUCTED BY THE SOIJI'E.-T. UNION "

WE ATTITUDE OF THE CANADIAN GOVERr~T~9Et:T'ïN TIIiS MATTER TS

CONSISTENT WITH ITS PREVIOUS ATTITUDE 'I'0WAI'L'S NUCLLAR TESTS AS

:YTELL AS TO'dAR D S A ;~1rd0UNCE~EI:TS OF U`ILATEP.AL ACTION IN THr DIS-

AI?MA~'ENT FIELD ON THE PART OF VARIOUS GUVERN;îENTS . TNE CANADI :1~?

W HICH WAS EMPNaSI2ED AT THE LAST SESSIO N Oi THE GEN'ERAI,

ASSE:•`BLY7 HAS E:,Er, TNAT VftILE THE CESSATION OR SUS- -NSIOr' OF

: J UC .L " AR TESTS ~,;oULD BE OF CONSIDERAPI.E sIGNIr ICANCE, IT IXU LP,

:11Or ',LCNr HALT, I :UCh LESS }tFVc.RSEa THE NUCLEAR Arl :a'9Er :TS RACE AN D

l!'Ai SC'iIE MORE :'UNDPt`'iEt3TAL ACTION M IJ7, 71 t1LS0 BE ACR~ ~:D UPON .

7 "4 ~OVF ;2rl"'L~J" YAS [-!S1 .CùNï.P, UNILATERAL DISARr•1 ;VlENT ACTIONS


