
a. The packet-switching non-linear architecture of the Internet environment. One of

the major constraints of the national and state security collective images is the very

architecture of the Internet communications environmnent itself. As Froomkin notes,

"The Internet is not a thing; it is the interconnection of many things--the (potential)

interconnection between any of millions of computers located around the world."

Each of these computers adheres to a common interconnection. standard, known as

TCP/IP. This standard enables the use of packet-switching, which is how information

is transmitted through the Internet. Ini packet-switching, messages are broken up into

discrete units, or "packets," that are then routed through the network and re-

assembled once they reach their destination. With packet-switching technology and

the distributed TCP/IP network, the data that comprise a single message take multiple

independent routes to reach their destination. Hence the coxnmon description of the

Internet as a "decentralized, anarchic network." The constraint that this architecture

presents to, the national and state security collective images is that as the network

spreads and as communication flows become more dense and swifi, the difficulties of


