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from escaiating into open conflict; however, their capacity to control. the situation has
begun to reach its limits.

Conclusions

It is difficuit to grasp all the nuances of inter-ethinie relations even in settings that
are much less complex than i Crini.a. It is often tempting to identify strongly with the
cause of beleaguered minority groups such as the. Crimean Tatars, and to paint niajority-
minority relations i sirnplistic black and white colours. Thus it is important to stress that
the. Crini.an Tatar community should flot be idealized. Its leaders are flot !Mfable,
Crini.an Tatar groups have also been involved in organized crme. in Crmiia, and the.
coinmunity is flot free of ,xtremists. Ths is flot surprisig. What is surprising is that its
leaders have generally continued to advocate relatively moderate policies, and extremist
activity is very limited, in spite of the brutality and persecution to which this community
was subjected after it was deported, and the. discrimination it continues to encounter in its
homeland. It should b. noted that these conclusions concerning the. restraint
demonstrated by the. Crimean Tatars are shared by many sciiolars and NGO
representatives who have carefully studied the. situation in Crmnia and the. pattern of inter-
ethnic tensions in the region.

of the. Crmnian Tatar community have shown that tiiey are pragmnatists
gotiate and compromnise on various issues as long as tiiese
tiihreaten the. integrity and viability of their cornimunity in Criioea.

>er of cases the. dominant political elites in Criea have demonstrated,
re this willingness to negotiate in good faith. In addition Ukraie's
i Kyiv, preoccupied with issues such as the. fate of the. Black Sea Fleet
ietoric voic.d by sorne Crimean politicians, have benefittcd fromn the.
-community i Orina witiiout providing kt with equivalent support.


