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SOVIET POLICY--A FRESH LOOK

al Adéressing the Men's and Women's Canadian
ub in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on November 14,
1959, prime Minister Diefenbaker made the
iEIIOWing remarks on current Soviet attitudes
&he international sphere:
Ca All plans for economic pros '
inada depend on the maintenance of interna-
tloeal peace. A
th There are some signs of a new spirit in
e relations between the Western world and
e Soviet Bloc. The discussions‘between
arlme Minister Macmillan, President Eisenhowgr
nd Premier Khrushchov have contrlbuted in
arge measure to a reduction of world tension.
"On the Soviet side, threats, abuse an
Suspicion appear to have given way to an at-
titude of greater moderation and understanding.
any djifferent interpretations have been
Placed on the new Soviet approach. There are
those who see it as reliab
genuine determination on the part. of the
oviet Union to negotiate settlements of out-
Standing differences. There are others who
Cannot bring themselves to believe that Mr.
rushchov's words of moderation are anything
ut a deceitful cloak for continued.quiet
Pursuance of aggressive dims Itiis dlfflcu%t
to decide where the truth really lies, but 1t
1S necessary for the Western nations to keep
Under constant review the policies and tactics
%hich are best calculated to advance the cause
°f greater international stability.

perity within

le evidence of a

NO BASIC CHANGE

"Nothing which emerged from Mr. Khrush-
chov's visit to the United States and nothing
he has said publicly since that time justi-
fies the conclusion that any of the basic
Soviet positions have been abandoned or modi-
fied. The Soviet hold on Eastern Europe has
not been relaxed. The German problem is as
intractable as ever. There are no signs of a
falling-off in Soviet Defence preparations.
There is still much room for scepticism as to
the real substance of Soviet disarmament pro-
posals. We should not leap to the conclusion
that the differences we have lived with for
more than a decade are on the point of being
swept away, Or that trouble may not arise
again in areas which are at present in a state
of quiet.

"1 f these things are true, what then has
changed and what basis for optimism or hope
exists? 1 believe that, so long as we do not
suffer from the illusion that Soviet foreign
policy has undergone a basic change, it is
possible to identify and to welcome certain
modifications in the Soviet approach to inter-
national problems. There has been some recent
concrete evidence to support this view.

"t was a positive gain that out of the
talks which Mr. Khrushchov and President
Eisenhower held at Camp David in September
the Soviet Government undertook to remove r_h;
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