
the mainstream literature have*suggested that public fu-nd'Ing sacrifices NGOs' values, autonomy,
and ability to affect positive change. The purpose of this paper is to examine the extent to which
these concemns are justified in the context of CIDA's financial support of two differently sized
NGOs - CARE Canada and the International Centre for Comrnunity Based Rehabilitation
(ICACBR) - in Bosnia-Herzegovina throughout the post-conflict period. 1 argue that this
literature is limited in three respects. First, several of the assuniptions are empirically inaccurate
in the Canadian case; second, some of the policy prescriptions offered are neither theoretically
nor practically constructive; and finally, the critiques of the donor-NGO relationship are based on
a comparison with an idealistic conception of an NGO that competition for private and public
sources of funding is increasingly undermnining. 1 propose that this normative bias can be
remedied through reconceptualizing publicly funded NOOs as being value-orieuted Public
Service Contractors.
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