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the need to give pTiority to the welfare of the child durimg disarmament and
demobilisation.

Deirdre van der Merwe outlined the possible content, process, enf<rcement mechanism
and dynaxnism of a military code of conduct aimed at preserving children's rights in oonflict. She
said that an alrea4y existing peacekeepiug framework coul4 be used to develop a code for
Aftican soldiers and peacekeepers. The code could be~ included in a standard training manual for
peace support oeaiQfl$ that is widely used in Afioa military training....iuto.

Synopsis of the Dscsso

Discsson cnrdaround the issue of enforcmn. Ueirdre van der Merwe said that
there is a need to raise awarçness about tihe ise of war-affece chiiêen among arzny

commnder, te military in geea, as well as rebel groups. Moreover, niobilising public
opinion is key to the enforcement of any code. Pressure from civil sceyofteu crystallises
goverrument action. The mile of the Security (kneral in voicinig these rblm is important in
this respect.

Antal~e Aviq.-i- evhned te sentiments hv savine ta a ui-ei mentalitWfcultuire is


