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OPPORTUNITIES IN MEXICO: 
THE GUADALAJARA REGION 
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A REGIONAL:FOCUS 
GUadalajateis:the•eentsc of . thewestern• Mexico 

ether 
dependenCies : in  raw materials', markets and • 
transportation  infritructure: ..É`Or'exatiiPle,•Jaliico 
needs  the port  tif Manianilid, which is in.  Colima. 
Fer its  part,  Colima 'need§ Jalisco.  marketsfer its 
products, And Willie the relationship .  bctwccn  the  
states.  is 'often cernpetitive,. there.  recognition of  
the b'enefits 'ofregional enop.  eraiioh. — I 

Guadalajara'citY officiali . and:businesS:People see 
the logic behind 
developMent. Iléctor M."•11Iiirad Gutierrez  the 

 eity'Sjdirec.  nit af Invéstrnent Attractiori,.:‘a'Y's . that 
"Guadalajara is thc focal  point  for regional 
inveàèMent especiall .y.,. in areas' such': .as 
distributien systems,' fOriii:PMcessing,—': electronies 
and : antoparts.'..': Ilans E. 'Neiiield,....84ce; president 
of the'dnacialajara Ch.ainber'Of Commerce'agrees: 
•"Guadaiajara's éco— riornie influence extends•tiiihe• 
east as far as  Leon sest to Colima south to 

hriti north into. 	 ' 

13tit Mr; Neufeld stresses'that.relationships•with 
the :•tither .  starei' ....„ 	• - 
"Aguascalientesis our closest. çomPetitor. in 
attra—  cting foreign-  ". he notes. This . CreareS .  
an eMircininent of friendlY.rivalry,fempered by a ., 
. . 

sense of Mutual interest. 
• 

Sergio A. Garcia  de  '1..1.1biEZéPecia; ., jalisCo's1 
seerétary  of  eCOnorriic .promritien,'SaYS that : hiS'i 
office 'Cooperates .  With'its . rieighbourS, particularly'si 

edtiCation and:industrial, training"Progiiini,"..hel 
sayi, "and  states often .kettegethetto Make  joint 

Cereign:Conntries."  In spite of this 
attitiide,:state programs:are usually limited. by . :1 

s'iepars:atC .:tàiàrid 
;•.: .builieé,sjrstemi. The .einergence" of .the Pa«ido 

Airign Nacidial (PAN),.Natjénie Àcticàï. Party",' t 
.botii•Jalisco and Guadalajara has afso'tended to . 	. 	. 
increase political rivalry... ,• 	•• • 	• • 	•  

GUADALAJARA AND THE WESTERN STATES 

There are no widely accepted definitions of Mexico's regions, partly because state 
economic data is difficult to obtain on a consistent basis and partly because of 
differing regional concepts. The Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade (DFAIT) assigned five states to its Guadalajara consulate. 
They are Jalisco, Aguascalientes, Colima, Nayarit and Sinaloa. Grupo Financier° 
Bancomer, a major publisher of regional analyses, defines the Regién Occidente, 
western region, to include six states, including Zacatecas and Guanajuato, but not 
Sinaloa. And the Jalisco state government includes Sonora in its area of economic 
impact because of its role in land transportation to the United States. 

Most of the discussion in this market profile focuses on industrial sectors, which 
are generally located in specific parts of the region, most notably Jalisco. Data are 
provided for the five states within the consulate's mandate as well as for all states, 
where inter-state comparisons are relevant. 


