
of the organization. The Assembly is
composed of ail mem ber states, and
normally meets biennially. The first
session was convened in 1959, and
the tenth took place in November
1977.

The Council consists of represen-
tatives of 24 member states elected
by the Assembly for a term of two
years. It normally meets twice a year.
It is IMCO's governing body between
Assembly sessions. Canada has been
a member of the Council since its
first session in 1959.

The composition of the Council is
as follows:
CategoryA - Governments of states

with the Iargest interest in provid-
ing international shipping services

ment of ships; rules for preventing
collisions; the handling of danger-
ous cargoes; maritime-safety proce-
dures and requirements; marine-
casualty investigation; search and
rescue; and any other matters direct-
ly affecting maritime safety. Canada
has been a member since the first
session of the committee.

The Facilitation Committee, which
was created by the Council, meets
annually and is open to ail member
states and states that are parties to
the Convention on Facilitation of In-
ternational Maritime Traffic, 1965.
The purpose of this convention is to
facilitate maritime transport by sim-
plifying and reducing to a minimum
the formalities and documentation
requirements on the arrivaI, stay and
departure of ships engaged in inter-
national voyages.

The Secretariat of IMCO consists
of 206 employees divided among
five divisions, and is headed by a
Secretary-General.
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