
about 3.8 million tonnes because of
the recession.

Possible contrais
In a recent interview, Environment Can-
ada acid ramn expert Alex Manson out-
lined possible controls that could be
used on the biggest polluters east of
Saskatchewan.

The Inco Ltd. smelter in Thompson,
Manitoba, fourth biggest source of
suiphur dioxide in North America at
more than 400 000 tonnes a year, could
get a plant to capture roughly 70 to 80
per cent of the gas as sulphuric acid. This
contained acid can be sold for indlustrial
uses. The plant would cost about $100
million.

The Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting
Co. Ltd. plant in Flin Flon, Manitoba,
which puts out about 300 000 tonnes, is
under study to see if a new process can be
introduced to reduce its pollution.

lion or more in new equipment.
The neighbouring Falconbridge Nickel

Mines Ltd. in Sudbury could be cut f rom
a permitted limit of 154 000 tonnes a
year to as low as about 18 000 tonnes at
a cost of about $60 million.

Ontario Hydro has already been order-
ed to reduce to about 260 000 tonnes a
year from its big coal-burning power
plants by 1990. Much of this is based on
a switch to, nuclear power and potentially
the utility could get even lower if the
atomn power runs smooth ly.

Quebec has the continent's No. 2 pol-
luter in the Noranda Mines Ltd., Homne
Smelter at Rouyn near the Ontario
border, with a 1980 regulated capacity
of 552 000 tonnes a year.

Experimental plan too dear
An experimental plan to mix asbestos
tailings with suiphur dioxide to, produce
gypsum has been written off by Noranda
as too expensive, leaving the oid sug-
gestion of a sulphuric acid plant.

Two solutions have been proposed:
a 40 per cent suiphur dioxide reduction
costing about $45 million and a 70 per
cent cut cflsting $120 million.

Quebec's other big smelter identified
for a possible cleanup is Gaspé Copper
Mines Ltd. operation at Murdochvilie. A
small reduction in its 91 000 tonnes a
Year of Pollution could be made by im-
proving the sutphuric acid plant.

New Brunswick and Nova Scotia both
have coal-burning power plants but the
federal-provincial task force on acid ramn
control must determine whether expen-

>sive pollution removal equipment is

Record oil surplus for 1983

ln 1983, Canada became the secO
biggest exporter of ohl products tO
United States, after Mexico, boosI
Canada's surplus in oîI trade to a rell
$2 billion, federal figures show.

In fact, according to new figL
released from the Department of Ener
Mines and Resources, Canada hae
record-setting year in terms of eI16

exports of ail kinds.
Americans bought $5.2 billion WCý

of Canadian crude oil, home heating
gasoline, butane and propane. That "Il
than offset the $3.2 billion worth
crude oil imported f rom aIl sources
that portion of eastern Canada beY'
Montreal where the oil pipeline fi
western Canada stops.

In mid-February, the merchan
trade surplus was released by Statil
Canada, but there was no actual br
down of sales by the industry sector.

In 1983, oil, gas, electricity, coal

uranium sales world wide represel
$8 billion, or more than haIt of the C'
try's over-alI merchandise trade surpL
$15 billion, officiaIs said. That Waý
from $6.3 billion in energy exl'
during 1982.

Natural gas sales dropped to $3
billion from $4.754 in 1982, elecr
exports were up to $1 .225 billion
$1.115 billion.

Coal posted a net trade surPlU
$306 million, up slightly, while the
plus in uranium ores, concentrates
isotopes dropped to $415 million
$776 million.

Biggest contributor to the in,
over 1982 was the new, $2-billiO
trade surplus. The prev ious highell
Plus was posted in 1974, when $1 bi
more oil was sold by Canada than b'O

Thatý year, Canada sold $4 b
Worth of oil almost entirely to the
but bought $3 billion from acros!
world. Now the situation is similar.

"You are now the second I
exporter to the US," said a spoke
for the US state department. "We in~
four million barrels a day of cil a'
Proclucts, and Canada supplies a to
560 000 a day, or 14 per cent 0
imports.',

The net resuit was that in
Canada sold $262 million more cru'
than it bought; $1 million more
heating and residual fuel oils, or ga5c
mostly to the US; another $855 ry
more butane and propane than purel


