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Education bureau to study

A three-part study that would in-
crease Canada’s knowledge of its
foreign-student population and of the
effect of the Canadian experience on
relations with students’ home coun-
tries, both in the short term and for
is planned by the Can-

years to come,
International Educa-

adian Bureau for
tion (CBIE).

Foreign Students and International

Education in Canada: Implications for
Foreign Policy will take one year to
prepare at an estimated cost of
$116,000. The Donner Canadian
Foundation has been asked for a grant
of $106,000, the remainder will come
from CBIE’s own budget.

“Today’s students are tomorrow’s

leaders may gound like an old chiché,”

says the Bureal, ¢“hut it’s more a

truism than a cliché. After all, Julius
Nyrere was once a foreign student. So
were Fidel Castro, 1di Amin, Lester
Pearson and Pierre Trudeau. Their

foreign studies, by their own admis-
g effect on them.”’

Statistical data

The first part of the proposed study
would consist of an analysis of the
existing data base for statistical in-
formation on foreign students, with
recommendations for improvement.
Even the most elementary information
on the numbers and basic characteris-
tics of foreign students is extremely
difficult or impossible {o obtain, since
there 1s 1o central data base for pro-

viding it. Although the information can
1 from different

foreign students —

implications for foreign policy

s'ured primarily by the personal percep-
tions foreign students carry home with
them.

Stu_dents surveyed will be asked to
provulie general information, such as
age, income, ethnic background, na-
ture of previous schooling, size of
thoit_‘ home community and national
(t')rlgln of teachers in their home coun-
ry.

It is important to understand their
reasons for choosing Canada as op-
posed to their home country or another
country. How do their courses and re-
lnted experiences in Canadian institu-
tions compare with their expectations?
Where students consent to provide in—l
formation on their course grades, it
will be valuable to compare thei; eva-
luation of the institution with the ix-
stitution’s evaluation of students’ oer-
formance. Positive and negative con-
tacts with Canadian Government offi-
cials and university and community
college bureaucracy will also be
noted.

E?xper@ences in Canada outside the
umyermty and community college are
as important as study itself. CBIE
will ask about the nature and extent of
for'eign students’ contact with Can-
adians and about their reaction to
Canada. The survey will include infor-
mation on future plans of students
their return home and the impact tl;ey
expect their studies will have both on
them and their country.

In gddition, Canadian colleagues of
foreign students will be asked for com-
parative data. Do Canadian students
feel that ‘‘foreigners are taking uni-
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