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the class more, or fit thie pupils for life better, than

wilI nature.
That the course in lUseful Knowlcdgc basb1"n

dispensed ith, is oftcn larnented. l)ocs our
course in Nature flot furnish this useful kiiowledge?
There bas been rnuch criticism of the course as laid
down ini the Nature Leafiet. True, it is impossible
to teach ail of these subjects, and this is as it sbould
be, because if we bad a cut and dried course, and
time t» drill the pupils, we should fail in the object
of our teaching the subject, nameiy to keep up the
interest of the child. It is good for the teacher to
have it so. One who is to teach a lesson muet seek
information and become acquainted with facts, go
as to render ber capable of leading the pupils to
discover these facts. As the pupils are to find out
as much as possible themedves, to think, to
observe, to investigate and to understand, this
course cannot be taught through notes, yet notes
must be kept of the experiments performed, and the
kuowldg acquired, 80 that the child wM lrealiz
he jepefrmn these for a definite purpose.

RURAL SCHOOL PROBLEMS.
(Being a few extractu from Uthe addre. delivered before the.

Yoerk County Téachers Institute, Fredericton, l)eoember,
1917, by Presidet Burnu.)

For our ondraion 1 have ciiosen as my subject the.
Rural Schioo and Soute of te Problemu dise Confront it,
but whmen »Y nsay rrs hools we do not wish to elim;nate
aMW uchoolfor the. general problem off the rural uchool in the.
probiezuof the zchool ini the city or towu, for it as te. dedre
to tender to the cmnmunity, whether city or country, te
larest returns upon te.iivestment. It in the. purpoeof ehe
uchool to tomu out as its product mm iand women fitted to
take up the worwd' work i an efficient mnanDer.

INTxErS AT Low Ens.

Interese ila education ithe. rural sections of our province
i tob înany .instances is at a low ebb - the cilidren hsving
educational dpportunities far below tbat off any other dams
of people. Whdue the town and city ociools arç .teadily
improving the country school is barely hiolding its ow.

INAI>EQUATi BuILDINGS.

A few reawon might flot b. out of place to show why the
cou ntry achool mu flot doing te work that it should h. doing
if anlthe cildrtimof our country aeto go out fited tomeet

is problemu. In the fir.t place the rural ichool iu hiade-
quate initslescope. le not infrequently happens that no
papils are i attendanc beyond the. fifeh or sixth grade.
Tis may be due t» titiier thet pail numbtr off childrtn lnute.
district or more. ikéIy tolack off interest to continue in uchool
beyod the. s"Pleuteltements of reading, wrting and number.
Agaun, the. rural uchools pomme inadequate buildings and
equipm.at. The. avrge country uchoolhouse iu a one-rooni
affair, muci rembling a box with a roof on it. Its valis are
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h.ire and dingy. The windows ame ite" dk MW*',
orciirnis with tatteret des«. TeOo~ s
WOrk are srrUIbbed perhape Oume a yml. n. .r.M
picture" hi reiteve thee (l tmonoto«Y.. qMI19 umg
here is nt- flibrar. andi thte qtilpni.t i;aie.of

kinti. Wh%. sbuuld this condition u n vi? laà,
district the work on the (arm as dosewlth t4i o m .
anti modern machinery, but the wcrk of eh. scooI thap".
where the boys of our country are to reaSive thà* f#
for life, iw sadi> negItcted.

Ft:t.% STar - CoNwMuoTMO.

The: firet step in reorgs."zng te. rural «"hola ~
tion. Our cou ntry schoot buildings am reatbh r
industrnal and social developmnent. Adjocal. a p il u.
tarin, with a large bouse that would do houeM eu~
munity, commodacus barns, madmiSe bous m M4
equipment for modem farming. is Onth e uhrmd é
barren of every vestige of beauty and confit, * *-
systeinoff educatios haves us os a pur wU *t8 y
uickl.and Uihall, ofite.tallow adeami &àd»io A.

ÀAm»vmAnaOF oCosauiakos .

The. relative «uoth re C.olao éoh~
factor, and wite is ispou.bl te md"
Schioli ae cieaply 8aste. ld imlnrlct7«.»W
advantages arising wW far dmtstua usis R
incréaeeinn «ut.Not te h ha potu t c h
growîng out cirural cosoldaelm isthelmwo
and better attendance, with eh. e'amu .
nunibeas, rSe..a new iI e he colwh
marvellous change. A

CouNrr ammcuoLCoumua Daoànllm,
if te.boys and girls, born on te.fat.are to h. aS

ini te. farming industry, of whÎch th» m te à
great ned, te.country achool cocersaum u b oi
order that tbeir education shahbe eqmri t
te. City* for its youth.

Socme's Dur. t w-.

. Education should belp la makln a Bvl&g but kt
help a.person to live. Tii.chilimiat M retqeO
thuig ofite egreat social Insttuton eci h &y da
ehangs chat led eo eheïr dvlpet . lbIis ,
every cild of these eulight.ened days Tii. «W
counzy child as elias e.city chi. AM--*
have done its duty by te.chikdrcp amtile bhu urnh
provison posible for the.develai ut ci tholsh
mind snd body whiciite. country chili posou
proportion witii tiiose Posseed by those -e-, bo*
educational advantag.s

Bmu ED a EDuc A » PAI TzAaUM W

The. organization of te. hoql, bothi la d
liproved intellectual attainments aMi dt6..v
the social aide of lhf., liavig l inmd te me&uê
community, mnuet engage ehtat aumelu e *
The financial support of rural eduîcàtla. m uJ
Teachers for rural schoolu mue b beftie
paid. Better salaries wl p«loduce bettor
there vili b. an ncetive to undeugmIÏs
professional training.


