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A Nationîal Debt
ARTHIUR D. HAIR.

In the previous articles dealing wlth this subject, we have
endeavored to emphasize the înenastancy of our, so-called,
national patriotium with the returii we give-or rather,
fail to give,--our national heroes In the hour of death
and adversity; though the nation owes them a debt of
gratitude which at Ieast should bo reflected in the nations
care of themn aiter death.

W. realized unfortunately, that our parliamentary legle-
lators-in general-are Imbued with the prlmary convie-
tion that their duty le to approprlate the nation'e ]Budget
on a material basis, or in other words, that they muet re-
ceive tangible value for the coin of the. realm expended,
sentiment does not enter into their calculations for' one
moment where, they are called upon to deal with the cost
of a scheme-which philoeophically or ldeaJlstlcaly-
meanq the 11f e or death of the nation.

The conclusion we deduce then, le, that on the outbreak
of war a pureiy materialistic goverument app>eala to the
sentiment of the people, whose sentiment Ie proven by the
response with their lives, to be met ln the end wlth-what?
-gratitude ?-or ingratitude?

This "National Debt" le entirely a matter of "national
sentiment" and only in eo far ae the nation shows lis eln-
cere appreciation of that national attribute, miay we ex-
pect our representatione on this subjeot to boar resulte,
a nd prove that:

'l"or those who lie within a soldiere grave
The Empire'e eons, the valiant and the bravo

Who gave their lives, the Empire's life to save
Good Lord, we praise Thee."

It le in no spirit of egotisrm w. subrait, that perhape Utia
partîcular subject has neyer beforo been brought so forc-
ibly to th~e attention of the Governumnt as it ha through
the untiring efforts of the 'Last Poet" Fund during the
past ten years, and it le therefore premature and unfair to
assume that the Government has turned a deai oar to our
petitions; in fact, the reverse le the truth, for on all oc-
casions our representations have beon recelved wlth the
greatest courtesy and sympathy, though nothlng han re-
sulted to date.
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evolve the undermentioned schemle,
Or as an alternative,-

>A voluntary Commission of one representative from each
of es Provinces o! the Dominion b. appointed Ini the
capacity of an Advisory Concil and a permanent Gev-
ernment Departinent be created, to be known as:-

"THE LAST POST'"
or

"lDEP-AR'MENT 0F NAVAL AND MILITARY
OBITUARIES"1

such a Department to co-operate wîth the Department of
Militia and Defence and co-ordinate with the "Inv"lded
Soldiers' Commission" and other Departmnents.

The permanent staff to be:-
1. An organizer and Director of Military Obituarles, -who

would bo reeponsible for the organization, supervision
and regulatione governing the Departmoent, as also the
draft and consummation of ail contracte.

2. An Archivist and Recorder, who would b. respon-sible
for recoreling &Il deathe of the C. E. F. and othor salions
or soldiere during the eubsequent to this war, both in
Canada and those of the C. E. F. overseas. He would
also gather and formulate reporte on ail data obtain-
able relative to milita-y obituary, anclent and modern.

3. A Landscape Artist and Superintendent of MilUtary
Cemneteriee, who Would euggeet sites for MLliitary
Cemeteries and plots, as wefl as supervise the lay-
out and maintenance of the, same.


