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3~N accordance with a lex non scr-i/>a of coilege jour-
nalism, whicli it wonltl iii hecomne us to ignore, we
are called tipon in this Iast nuniber of TiLu VARSI rv

for tise present year 10 say somcîlîirg of a vaiedictory
character, and to make sncb othser observations as the
occasion may rcasonably suggest. And at this tine, it is
expecteti of the editor that lie drop for file mBoment lus
cloak of inîpersoîîaiity and corne onit froin behiîîd the
scenes to inake bis finai bow to bis readers. President
Young at the Literary Society last Friday evening quoted
Dr. Johnson as baving said thsat no Inan ever docs any-
thing consciotisly for the last tirne withont a feeling of
sadniess. To day we cati testify to tile trncb of the old
Doctor's rermark. There have been times during the
present terni wben TH'uE VARSIrv was being made tlie
mnedium of warmi biooded conitroversiaiists, and when we
were carnestiy striving ho do justice to ail, and yeî secmied
to give satisfaction to few of the intcreshed ones, Ihat we
urnagined wc coid d]rop the editorial quili withont a tear.
But Ibese tiîings are ail of thle past now as far as THE
VARSITY is concerncd, and we liope that ur readers wili
give us credit for having endeavorcd, at least, lu keep a
fair, middle course througbotît, even tbougb in ur human
failibility, we may bave failed cgregiously.

The work of editing 'THE VARSI'rv is hcavy, but it is
aiso very pleasarît. Wben we assnrned charge at the Nev
Year we had many misgivings. Tfli Sprinig terni is slip-
posed tu be a very l)ad season for cuihivating the liherary
field of the University, and we expected snîall returns.
But from tbe very first we were agreeabiy disappointed.
Our requests for assistance wcre met ius ail quarters in the
beartiest manner, and tlirough the wbole terni this splendid
willing support lias neyer flagged. Lt is, therefore, inl no
merely formai way, but from the bottom of our heart tbat
we tbank the Business Manager, tise members of tbe Edi-

tonial Board and ail the other friends of THE VARSITY,
without whose g-enerous aid it is painful to contemplate
w hat the paper for this terni niight have been.

But while a srnall circie of students take a very active
interest in THE VARSITY, we consider it a matter of regret
that Ît is riot a much wider one. There is abundant
literary talent in the University, if it were brougbt out, to
produce a creditabie magazine. We would urge upon a//
the undergraduates to raily around the editor next year,
and not leave to a few ardent spirits the work and the
hionor of making THE VARSITV a great journalistie success
It semns to us that tise ideal should be to bave a daily
newspaper as in miany Amnerican coileges, or at first it
miglit 1)c a semi-weekly ; and to supplemnent this by a
high ciass literary magazine of student contributions to
appear weekly or fortniglitly. This consummation may be
a long way off, but it is none the less devoutly to be
wisb cd.

Apropos of Dr. Jobinson's saying, it is a strange, but
forturiate phienonienon of our mental expenience which our
phlosopiiicai friends nîighit explain for us scientificalIy,
that in tbinking of the past the pleasant features predo-
rnate so largeiy in our minds over the unpleasant.
There is a stanza of poetry that bias often recnrred to us
ever since wve read it years ago as a chapter-heading in a
novel:

Here will we sit and dreami of happy days gone by
Forgetting sorrows that bave corne between,

As sunlight giids sonie distant mounitain high,
And leaves the valleys dark thiat intervene."

Suchi is Ouîr experience to.day. There have beeri dis-
agrecable things to encounter-miost of tiîem of sucb a
character that no one is accounitable for them-tîe thon.
sand littie worries and troubles tbat corne to tbe amateur
in jonrnalism as in any other field. But as we sit and look
back over fice ten weeks that are past-ten wceks that
seeni but as ten short days -we see only thle sun-kissed
motintain tops of pleasant Inenores-the word of appro-
bation, thle helping hand of wbole-souled friendship, and
tlie cordial symipatby that makes any labor lighit ; while
on Uhc other hand aIl the litIle difficulties and disappoint-
ments and annoyances, whichi scemed su great aI the tinie
of their occurrence, are Jost forever in the darkness of the
valîcys be]ow.

So muchi for tbe past wliaî of the future ? In our
first editorial for Ihis terni we assumed a very optimiistic
tonie in discussing tbe situation amung the undergraduates.
We see no reason for viewing things in a différent Iight in
our last editorial. Truc, there bias been friction and dis-
sension more than usual, and tbe terni promises to close
in a bitter fi-ht in the elections of tu-rnorrow niglit. But
as an evidence of vigorous life, wc consider that these
struggies are good signs, provided unly Ihey are carried
on witbout lcaving the scars of irreparable animosities on
the sîndent body. As we have urged before, we believe it

264


