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colonists, and of the Island as a British Colony. Perhaps
the occasion has arisen to put the new Colonial Sectretary to
the test It certainly is time the question was finally settled in
One way or another. But it is also time that it was clearly
seen—and Mr. Chamberlain is, one would hope, the man to
see -clearly—that if the British Governments do not in the
least concur in France’s interpretation of her claim, and
have been yielding point by point for the sake of peace,
such a policy can be pursued no longer. The motive may he
noble and generous, but the effect is evidently lost on France,
as at present constituted. Every fresh concession but increases
the difficulty of the final settlement, which cannot be much
longer delayed. The case may be a proper one for arbitra-
tion, but if arbitration is refused, it is surely one in which
England’s plain course is to stand on a reasonable interpre-
tation of the treaties, and quietly but firmly uphold that in-
terpretation by protecting the Colonists in the enjoyment of
their undoubted rights.

The bountiful wheat crop which has been
matured in Manitoba and the North-West
may now he regarded, it is hoped, as safe.
It has, it is believed, now practically escaped danger from

Manitoba and the
North-West,

frost and is being cut and garnered as rapidly as many thou-
sands of willing and skilful hands can accomplish the great
task. It is computed, and the computation is, we presume,
based upon the most reliable statistics available, that the
wheat crop of Manitoba and the Territories will this year
amount to about thirty millions of bushels, or nearly double
the product of the large and renowned wheat-growing Pro-
vince of Ontario. Reckoning this crop at the low price of
fifty cents per bushel, it means the distribution of fifteen
millions of dolla1s among the farmers and those with whom
they deal, in that part of the Dominion. What this will
bring to thousands, in the way of relief from debt and the
realization of hope, only those who know something of the
life of pioneer farmers in such a land can adequately con-
ceive. Many, who have in previous years surmounted the
initial dithculties, it will place in positions of independence
and comparative affluence. Tts effect upon the future of the
Province and the Territories can hardly fail to be most salu_
tary. The one need of that great land of promise is popula-
tion. Many are crying out for a vigorous immigration
policy, but no expenditure of money in the way of extran-
eous inducements can be compared with the effect of the
announcement of this grand crop, spread abroad by the
letters and other communications of those who have taken
part in the results and can speak from happy experience of
the rich reward of their toil. So far as we are able to see,
it is safe to predict that from the present year will date a
new era of prosperity and growth to our great Western
inheritance. So mote it he.

“Some of our own authors think that by
the proposed Act [The Canadian Copy-
right Act] the pledge would be repudiated
by which American authors have copyrights throughout the
British Empire, and that our Government would have a just
right to warn the British Foreign Office that the sanction of
the Canadian Act must lead to the abrogation of our present
international arrangements. We must not forget, however,
that in the manufacturing clause of the American Copyright
Act there was a distinct departure from the Berne agree-
ment, not unlike the proposed departure of Canada.”

The above sentence, which is the closing one of an
editorial in the current number of Zhe N. Y. Outlook,
sustains the reputation which that paper has so well earned
for being able to look on both sides of even an international
question. The fact noted in that sentence, viz., that the

The Copyright
Act

[Avc. 30th, 1895

WEEK

provisions of the Canadian Act to which so much exceptio®
is taken, are not unlike, are in fact very much like, the C_Or'
responding provisions of the American Copyright Act, thC
has been accepted with so much satisfaction by the Enghs. ¢
Government and by English authors, is one which n]a}(es !
very much harder for Canadians to bow with equanimity w
the wishes of that Government and those authors in the mat:
ter. If the British author or publisher finds it to his adval
tage to publish in Canada, he cannot, we think, find muie
to object to in the terms of the Canadian Act. Truf.i, l‘e
might make more money out of the Canadian market, if }:e
could have the right to treat it simply as a part of b‘n
American market, but the same principle would hold good
regart] to the American market itself. It would be greut'i
to the British author’s pecuniary advantage if he could s.ell h}:c
English editions under copyright protection direct 1B _t' .
United States without any troublesome conditions as to tullle
and mode of publication. Why should Canada, because Slr
is a colony, be placed in a worse position in regard to nmut‘t?n
coming directly within her own jurisdiction, than 2 'fore;i’w
country ¢ The fact that every independent community ;
a right to legislate with a view to its own interests ”"t‘he"
than to those of producers of any class in another coun:)rgt
may be constructively s source of loss to such producers n
it can hardly be a caus ¢ of complaint. The first z.md m:)r
point in this discussion is the right of Canada to Ieg1§1ﬂF" 8 )
herself in regard to matters belonging to her junsdwt“;e
under the Confederation Act. Once let the precedeﬂ'bh'ﬂ
established of interference by the Colonial Office “:w‘ 1"
these bounds and the way will be paved for endless fricti0
in the future. Tt is hard to get the British author 0 P’:)y
any attention to the peculiar position of Canada by reason o
her proximity to the great nation on her border. A g‘l))er
deal has been made of the supposed smallness of the num -
of Canadian publishers and printers whose interests are 1r.
volved, but it is probable that these bear as large a P"Opoe
tion to the whole number of citizens of Canada, as does t’ ﬂ
number of British authors affected to the whole populati®
of the United Kingdon.
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Toronto’s annual exhibition of the pv Od.

oxnmion, Of Canadian industry and enterprisé :l;f
the door. We, as citizens, are natut o
proud of the dimensions and the excellence in other resPee
which this affair has attained. We shall, we believe, b win
within the mark, the people of all Canada being judgz!: 49
saying that the Exhibition is increasingly a bene ’a
well as an occasion of interest, to the Dominion, 2?5 re-
parts of the Dominion are being more and more fully lefe"‘
.?ented in it from year to year. Toronto has the '%}1]}”
advantage of being more centrally situated, geogmphlcther
for such a purpose than any other city. It has the f‘ur; )
advantage of being situated in one of the richest Porbl(.)n}‘les
the Dominion, agricultufrally, and as a consequence rl,ctwo
in évery other respect. We know not what a score > ect
of years may do in shifting the ceatre, in all these re;g)rori
to some point much further West. For the present eem3
to’s duty to the whole country, both East and West, &
clearly pointed out by nature and by her present P Oi
And may we not be permitted to say, without boastmn;
history of the annual Exhibition thus far shows th&'b
people have recognized their duty, and have don® "

in
least, fairly well. On the many points of excen‘*""'ee1 n
s WO
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management of this great event in previous year pized
not dwell. They are generally and generously fecogt only
To acknowledge that there have been defects, and 1° ghat
defects but faults, in the management, is but to
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