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the
k;"g;f"‘ﬂg‘—Martha, Mme. Mapleson;
Ton; p) lle. Thea-Dorri; Licnel, Sig. Bar-
Bivey, ;oUKet, Sig. Satori. This act was
. 0 the . Costume and with scenery and
-~ lonoy . Vhole was succcessful. Mme. Map-
“thergm attractive as Martha, and the
ntﬁti\ng ‘;:%St&lned their parte in a way be-
meauq € music, and action, and were
1t 1% by a delighted audlence.
-5 Lueggyo @ Pleasing task to write of Mr.
%paes abilities as musical director,
5 s Yime Bist, and piano soloist. He prov-
F 2 thorough artist, having an
‘Pthtlcaltechmque, good tone, and a touch
Mdey 21y developed and regulated. Be-
Wei) rée accompaniments — which  were
“&lh%nd""ed —~he gave a spirited and
% rmrfo'rmance of Liszt’s Tth Rhapso-
: ‘m‘t. We eCaived a hearty encore for his ef-
: he‘:’!!m should enjoy hearing the company
: [ Opera, with a full orchestra, as
;%t of gﬁbtﬁdly wiould give a good ac-
,%’n"‘hceg_ emselves in really artistic per-

CONCERTS NEXT WEEK.

g
%tge,iveguy Steven's piano recital in St.
.- Hall, April 11th at 8 o’clock.

PALKA AT THE GRAND.

oog Tdinary critic will always prefer
la'm&teur performance to a pro-
Paps . ocase he knows everybody tak-
3’% l_ik: ‘tshheartny in earnest. Some men
: eﬂirimotmn of witnessing a real-
L aggt, better’te[:tm thogg'lllrpaszlil‘y suﬁ-

RN U an a brilliant triumph,

Loy in eally a question from a point
‘;h"ther tee Interest and entertainment
Y of «p Y are not right. The perform-
; Qgtan at ¢ alka” by the Harmony Club
“‘t% thee dress rehearsal on Monday
h@wholel'egular advertised days, was,
c‘%‘dmlcmt ,tvery. prausewog'thy. It was
ey O tg t_0 pick ho'les in the general
) m‘)n o ind flaws in the reading and
’ , Mrf;hi score, but both the con-
of * SCthueh (who conducted with
lug anqg spirit) and the perform-
e this ditriculr opere as artistic as
» and &g £ pera. 2 :

. P, r as possible, to disarm
Cont erhaps enforced sonority, dy-
” ot !‘:sts, and “the light and

opera, were not sufficiently
§ .t;ﬁhil groupinfgﬂiln part‘:s(,1 esl-
3 horuses of the second and
Q“Ch to 88 not sufficiently easy and
L oy Iy tiny l“nﬂke the presentation thor-
1 €y 14 v: ed. A little more rehearsal
§ wal lproved it. The “Falka’ of
the . Vell played. Miss Gaylord ful-
emg 1 expeoy )
Ao Derygy ations she had ralsed at
thy Mg ;" Mances in this eity, and is by
v%moﬂncen:gft popular lady actress in
Dhm&na 5 e day. She has plenty of
thy Sing (f €Xtremely musical, and if her
Shyy Makey l*}lt) times a little outlandish,
Wity or every defect by her
)Qshont b:il:ld Vivacious manner, which,
- ree gomtloo stagey, “is neverthe:
“mavvaise homte.” Miss
2 ghe_counterpwarf was in fine
&“i’sﬂ &rt?::g splendidly. Mrs. Peterson
aly, Wige BHC ang finished performance
"e,.’ hl&g Ba&ln.ed many admirers, as did
?hﬂulqg"%enﬁlme Thomson, who acted
Ay 8 Iy throughout.  Mention
of rg;ide of the charming
f iss Seymour, who In
et oe®t part acquitted herselt to
nep ¢ audience, in spite of her
f’;‘her 1;3‘;8“988 and anxiety. Among
s | f{s Mrs. Nicholson, Miss Mer-
. Oward, and Miss Thomson,
gy 5T TS, e
: & Dpoint; ‘
T ¥ey, Dequjy, ng, but only to call
Q;t’;%fler agtif%o{)rfiise at others. E.
; KR >0leslag,” and his counter-
8y :pgniﬁheq lg ‘!"91‘8, of course, very clever
lng g!‘.‘c"ed w&; Ormances. Geo. Dunstan
:Q hltoa“ the 5, erhaps, the most strik-
% o Dis Dap’{mle tharacters and enter-
Juyy, Make one With such zest and splirlt
Ate R oy lieve he loved playing
N hyp 2Ch ag
Bth‘:““d fm, " 98 the spectator liked to
At

hey Xangy

, g «y OBBrs. Ricketts and R.
: wmﬂd bepdﬁlican" were everything
: Mhane, . deslred. On the whole, the

W88 delighttul, the costumes
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were extremely pretty and in good taste,
and the music clever. Seldom, indeed, is
“Falka” played with such a blaze of ani-
mated colour as was witnessed in the mer-
ry choruses here. The Harmony Club is
to be congratulated on its very ambitious
attempt to make a very difficult and clas-
si¢ opera presentable,—and we believe this
is the very first time that an amateur com-
pany has ever tackled “Falka’ in the Dom-
inion of Canada. We expect Another year
to have the pleasure of hearing an even
more finished rendering of Mozart’s “Don
Giovanni,” or something of that class. Mr.
Albert Nordheimer on whom the brunt of
the whole business seems to have rested,
is deserving of speecial thanks, for the
whole thing went off without a hiteh. It
is not necessary to allude to Mr. Schuch’s
invaluable services as musical director, as
the performance itself was proof of the in-
finite care and pains he must have taken
in the direction. The managers were de-
servedly rewarded by crowded and fash-
ionable audiences who applauded heartily
their special favourites. ’

LIBRARY TABLE.

THE RAGPICKER OF PARIS. By Felix
Pyat. New York: Worthington and
Co.; Toronts: P. C. Aallan. 1893,

This powertul story is founded on M.
Pyat’s play of the same name; but the
author has, of course, greatly expanded
the original material. ‘‘A play,” he re-
marks, “is a work of concentration; a book,
a work of elaboration, Thus the
tirama of the ‘Ragpicker,’” is necessarily
only an act, an episode, in the iife of
Futher Jean. The novel of the ‘Ragpicker’
shows his entire life.”” We have said the
story Is powerful, it is also painful, hor-
rible. We suppose that it represents
phases of Parisian life; but it must surely
exaggerate and distort them. The repre-
sentations of the French Clergy seem.: to
be even worse, sheer falsehoods. Still
the state of things must be bad before
such stories can be concocted and read.

THE STORY OF MARY WASHINGTON. By
Marion Harland, Price $1.00 Boston;
Houghton Mifflin and Co., Toronto:
Williajnson.1893.

This is a slight, but a very charming
story. It is rather strange that so little
should be known of this charming woman,
the mother of the great President. But
we are told enough to let us know that
here there is no exception to the rule, that
great 'men come from great mothers. La-
fayette, who at least had an eye for the
pieturesque, -declared that she reminded
him of the Roman matron; and this little
volume shows clearly that to the strength
and dignity implied in the phrase she ad-
ded much of feminine sweetness. The illus-
trations are of service as helping us to
understand the lady and her surround-
ings, and the writer is not too severe on
the country which has allowed her tomb,
begun by private affection and liberality,
to remain unfinished.

FIRST DAYS AMONG THE CONTRA-
BANDS. By Ellzabeth Hyde Botume.
Price $1.25 Boston: Lee and Shep-
ard. 1893.

The eontrabands here described were
the negroes who escaped from the South-
ern Provinces during the war. Their own-
ers demanded that they should be returned
under the ‘ Fugitive Slave Law,” then
Genera! Butler declared that, under the
peculiar circumstances he considered the
fugitives ‘‘Comtraband of War.” For a
long time after emancipation slaves were
known as contrabands. The lady who
writes this book went to South Carolina
as a teacher of the negroes, who were
regarded by the Northerners generally as
unteachable. Miss Botume got to know
the negro, not as he is generally represent-
ed or imagimed, but as he actually was—
childish, undeveloped, often with the eun-
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ning of weakness, yet capable of being hm-
proved. Incidencly we have some sketch-
es of the war, and of the treatment: of
the negro during the war and at its ter-
mination. Miss Botume describes a state
of things which has passed away, and her
book, wiiich is excellent reading will be of
permanent interest and value.

ESSAYS FROM REVIEWS, By George
Stewart, D.C.L.. Quebec: Dawson
aand Co.

In this selection from Dr. Stewart’s

contributions to English and American
magazines we have a collection of essays
which cannot fail to strike the reader as
being most appropiate in their relation-
ship. Longtellow, Lowell, Holmes and
Whittfér by common accord are and have
beeu the greatest voices on this gide of

the water. LExquisite and marveilous as
were the gifts of Poe, he was
wanting in the power of sustain-
ed effort which the New England
galaxy of song possesses 80 abun-
dantly. Bryant alone of ali other Ameri-

can sugers gave American poetry a stamp
of greatness, yet beyond a few pieces it
s doubtiul if he ever held an audience,
and certain it is, his fame, some ten years
after death, has not grown to any large
proportions outside his native land. In
his preface the authior modestly hopes that
Egsays from Reviews, may serve as an in-
troduction “to the great New Engjand
quartette of singers, whose work has done
s0 much to make literature in America
what it s to-day.” Different and varied
as the characterstics of these singers are,
they fully represent the many sided pos-
sibilities .ot souy iu a country where ex-
ternal influences seem opposed to the
growth oi any striking variety of chord.
It is not oune of the least remarkable fea-
tures in their gemius that eaech is in a
wide sense wholly diiferent in quality,
and this too when we reflect that they
were born and bred, wrote and were in-
fluenced under conditions of life peculiariy
shnilar. That the influenee of some dom-
inant spirit of the nuwmber is not traceable
in the others is one of the m@rvels which
can omnly be explained by accrediting to
each an equal measure of strength and
purpose. In reviewing their lives, and the
great work they have given us, Dr. Stew-
art has detailed in a brief and lucid nar-
rative all that can assist the student to
u general and comprehensive idea of their
work. No critical gtudy of their art or
speculation as to the several places they
will hold in the choir of American song,
is attempted, much less intended, the pur-
pose being a discursive treatment of their
lives and labours, of the influence and bhear-
ing fo their surroundings upon their poet-
ry and the growth of song amid difficuities
and sorrows. In this Dr. Stewart dis-
plays a fine sympathy and brings to his
work a carefully arranged and intimabe
knowledge of their lives and work. Easy,
graceful and vigorous in treatment, there
are apt guotations and well told tales and
incidents running through the pages,
which immake them most entertaining as
well as instructive reading. The book is
a credit to our growing Canadian litera-
ture and the publishers are to be congratu-
lated on ite form and appearance. It is
dedicated In friepdship to Dr. Bourinot,
whose good work to Canadian letters, al-
though in a different tield from the auth-
or's, claims the gratitude of all who ap-
preciate the brightest and best of Cana-
dian thought.

QUABBIN: The Story of a Small Town:
with Outlooks upon Puritan Life;
By F. H. Underwood, LL. D. Price
$1.75 Boston: Lee and Shepard.
1898. )
Here & not only a pleasantly written
gerles of flctitlous sketches drawn trom
real life, but a really valuable record of

a state of things which is passing away,
if it has not actually passed. Any reader




