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%»- M-Martia, Mine. Mapleslon;
% lie Tmea-DoTrri; Lionel, Sig. Bar-

in 1~lkt 9l. Satan. This act was
% th CORtUnie1 and wlth scenery arnd

ku5hol w&.s suiccceyssful. Mme. Map-
'ut4,,Wea attractive as Martha, and the

fIthsutailled their Parts ln a way lie-
o'etluic, and action, and were,

It ud by a deiighted audience.,lli) i a pleasîng task ta w-rite af Mn.
%boesabilities as music al dîrector,

f ad piano soloist. He prov-

athorugl antîst, having an
le Il u, g ood toule, and a touch
tuie le eo an regulatfd. Be-

Ikr ede~ -le gave a spirited and
4Y 4u III neeaf Liiszt'8 7th Uhapso-

fort W5 eee a liearty encore for lils ef-
8&1011li euuJay en ring the coînpany

,nlOPeTa, -witli a Plug orchestra, as
'eqt 0 oubte<iîy wiuuld give a good ac-

X0%»ý,e% el(ves In really artIstie per-

CONCEUTS NEXT WEEK.

XelYSteven's piano recital ln St.
8lail, April Ilth at 8 a'clock.

e-ALKA AT THE GRAND.
~ 0dilar critic wili alwýays prefer

Saniaeur performance ta a pro-
ib rtll DI~I 4cu 5 f lie kuowýý-s everybody tak-
1%lk1 hutl lu earnest. Saine men

ly -ete ernatian of witnessing a neal-
'4'ii effrt~. even tliough pantially buc-

'>btii Ilue Ilfterest and entertairumeut
ý4 r theY are not riglît. The perfoai-

liuti4 P!"aika" by thc Ilarmany Club
A4 vit tll dness reheansai an Monday

te e reguia. adventised days, was,
%tdUlc Veny praiseworthy. It ivas
eil ul too pick hales in the general

i'ii ta fin flaws !il the reading and
eletZ'u Of the score, but bath the con-

t 11r 9. huch (w-ho condueted wltli
eY 'vj11g and spirit) and the performi-
-' ik, thougliaut a genulne desire

Ibt4ili dîffiuit opera as antistie as
'4tlei~lt s &s fan as possible, ta disarm

%Il n 1"rip enfonced sanorlty, dy.
'44 enutaists, and "the liglît and

» '>pe Opera, were nat sufficlently
ty1,thle grauping ln parts, es-

t', tIle choruses o! the second and
w% eas 'lot rufflciently easy and

w eli- f. ulke the presentatian t bar-
eQ.4 bag5e di A little more rehearsal

Wa w iipraved It. The "Faika" af
th Wlell played. Miss Gaylord f ni-

&l Der ~ ~ tatlons sile had raised at
.t4~ld e~mne In this city, and Is by

ta poplar lady actress ln

bin vaclous manner, w-hicb,
t%î1i eU toc stagerv, l'Io neventhe-
&44 eOunteat wù in fine

PÀ 4 rt I SPleudidly. Mrs. Peterson
11% ý 8 '5ti and fiuisheed Performance

kii g aîlued miany adminers, as dIld
Cu6 Thamon, who acted

kit aise Y thirougliaut. Mention
lir ahIr v"4xi~ muade of the chanming

t,4~ Y hO4efMis Seymour, Whoa In
%1*Iý it~ 0 Part acquitted herseif to

li4 ot lut, theaudience, In sp!te oflier
rIt *ier IvonMs adanxiety. Amang

rO 110,Mrs Nicholson, Miss Mer-
AI. t oIaWr a< Ms Thomuson,

lit@ %litl as "Artbuir" was at times
)14,,4qliP)lnng, but oniy ta eall

Gre otal Draine ait othiers. E.
a'. "c~ BoleslasIl and his counter-

~4 ft 1  r~~ of corse, very clever
li De"' anes Geo. I)unstan

Int Ilt] ý a Prhasthe rnst strIk-
tu 42 tle Claracters and enter-

ý'It %) Wlth sueh zest and spirit
ý1_t 4u "ne believe lie loved plilyiflg

Shi ell ab the spectator liked ta
*tî l P'e652r8 Ricketts and R.

4~0t1îd ell "~ were everything
81resCd. On the wliole, the

W&5 ellghitîul, the costues

were extremnely pretty ami lu good tante,
and the muelc cieven. Seîdom, indeed, Is
"Faîka" played with sucli a blaze of un-
mated calour as§ -was %ituessed lu the nier-
ry chonuses here. The Harmony Club is
to b, lcongnatulated ou its very ambitious
atternpt ta maike a very difficult and clas-
sic opera presentable,-and we beileve this
lis the veny first time that an amateur coin-
pany lias even tackied "Faika" lu the Dom-
inion o! Canada. We expect AInather year
t;) have the pleasure of hearing an even
mare f inislied nendernip of Mozart's "Don
Giovanni," or something o! that class. Mr.
Albent Nordlieinier an whom the brunt o!
the wliale business seems ta have rested,
is deserving of special thanks, for the
ivhola thiug went off without a hiteli. It
is flot necessary ta allude ta Mn. Schuch's
invaluablhî services as musical director, as
the performance itself xvas proof o! the lu-
f mite care and pains hie mnust have taken
In the direction. The managers wene de-
servedlly rewardcd by crawded ani fash-
louable- audiences who applauded lîeartily
their special favaunites.

LIBRARY TABLE

TUEf RAGPICKER 0F PAIS. By Felix
I'yat. New York: Worthlngton a.nd
C'o.; Toronto: P. C. Allan. 1893.

Tihis p>oweri etory Is fauilded on M.
I'yat's play of the same naine; but the
author lias, o! courbe, greatly expanded
the original material. "A play," lie re-
marks, "fis a work of concentration; a book,
a work o! elabaratian. . . . Thats the
diramia af the 'Ragpicker,' le necessarily
ainly an act, an episode, lu the !!le a!
Fatier Jean. Thle novelai tuie Ragpicken'
shows hie entire 111e." We have said the
story lis pawerful, It l8 aiso painful, lion-
rible. We suppose that It represents
phasels o! Parisian lueé; burt It uTust surely
exaggerate and dietort, thein. The repre-
tentations of the French Clergy seemt ta
bie leven worse, sheer falsehoods. Sti.ll
the state of th'rags m>ast be bad before
such itories can be coulcoeted and read.

THE STORY 0F MARY WASHINGTON. By
Marlon H-arlud, Pnice $1.00 Boston;
Houghton Mifflin and Co., Torno:
Wi.llia#üson .1893.

Thits lis a slighit, but a very chanmniug
story. It Is rathen strange that no Ilttie
slîould be known of this chaýlmning woman,
th'ý mother o! the great President. But
we are told eungli ta let us know that
here there l8 no exception ta tlie raile, thiat
great mon camle f romn great niathers. La-
fayotte, who at least bail aul eye for the
picturesque, .declaned that sie rem.Inded
him o! the Roman matron; and this lititie
volume shows cleanly that ta the strengtiî
and dignity luîplied lu the phrase sie ad-
ded ýmuch of feminîne sweetness. The llas-
tnatîôns are, o! service as helping us to
undenstand the lady and lier sunround-
luge%, and the wrlter le not toc oevere ou
the country wfaih hla allowed hier tomb,
begain by private affection and liberality,
to remai unfinished.

FIRI' DAYS AMONG TIIE CONTRA-
BANDS. By Elizabeth Hyde Batunie.
Price $1.25 Boston: Lee and Shep-
ard. 1893.

The contrabands hiere descnibed were
the uegnoes who escaped front the Southi-
ern Provincesf durlug the vven. Their owu-
ers denîaxded thiat Vlzey shonild bie returned
unden the "lFugitive Slave Law," then
General Butler declared that, under the
peculian circuinstances hie coasidered the
fugitives "Contraband o! War." For a
long tknme after emanelpation slaves were
known as coutrabands. The lady who
wrltee this book went to South Carolinia
a*e a tealier of the uegroes, Who were
reganded by the Nortiiertters generaliy as
'unteachable. Miss Botume got ta know
the negro, not as hie lis generally represent-
cd or imagIned, but as lie actually was-
childieli, uudeveloped, often with the clin-

n:eng of weakness, yet capable of belng Im-
pr(ived. lucidencly we have soline sketch.
es of the war, and of the treatutent of
the negro during the war and at lt43 ter-
kniffition. Mise Botume describes a state
o! things which lias passe<l away, and lier
book, w1ilih i6 excellent reading wll l e of
permanent luterest and value.

ESSAYS FROM REVIEWS. By George

Stewart, D.C.L. Quebec . Dawson

and Co.

1l, t-ili belleccion from Dr. Stewart's
contributions to Englîshl and Ainerican
1nagazines we hiave a ctllectlan of essaya
whilh Caanet fali ta strike the reader as
belng mont appropiate in their relation-
8hip. Longfellow, Lowell, Holmes and
Whaýttfèr by commiou accord are and have
bree the greateet voicee on tItis Bide of
the water. Exquiolte and inarvellous as
were the gifts of Poe, lie wais
%w.ontmn.g lu the power of sustain-
ed effort whîch the New England
galaxy od sang passesse6 so abun-
dantdy. Bryant alone of ail other Amern-
can singera gave Amierican poetry a stamp
e! greatneéis, yet beyand a few pieces It
is dajubtlul Ifl he lever lield an audience,
and certain It 18, his fume, seule ten years
after death, lias flot grown ta any large
proportions out6lde hîs native land. la
his prelace the autior modestly liopes that
Essays front Reviews, May serve as an in-
troduction "te the great New 1Lngýlaud
quartette o! singers, whase work bias (lone
so m-uch ta make literature lai America
what It 16 to-day." l>ifferent and varîed
ae the cliaractei, stirs of these singers are,
they fully represent the many sided pas-
sibîiltiea ýot song lu a country where ex-
ternal influences seen, opposedl ta the
growN, th ci any striking variety of chord.
It 16 not onýe of the least remarkable fea-
tures ini their genlus that eacli Is in a
wide sente wholly different lu qualitty,
and tItis tao walen we reflectl that they
wiere born and bred, wrote and were in-
fluenced under conditions of lîfe peculiarly
sbmilar. That, the Influence (A soule domi-
Ilant spirit of thie nusuber In not traceable
lin the ethlers le one of the alatrvels whlch
cau only lx' explained. by accrediting ta
eacli au equal measure of strengthi and
purpose. In reviewing their lives, atnd the
gre-at work they have given 'ut, Dr. Stew-
art bais detalled in a brie! and lucld nar-
rative ail that eau assist the student to
tt general and coymprehenslve Idea of their
,work. No criticai e«tudiy of Illhelr art or
speeulation as ta the oeveral places they
w ill hold lu the choir of Amuenîcan sang,
lis attempted, mucli less lntended, the pur-
pose bolng a discursive treatment of their
lives and labours, of the influence and bear-
ing fa their surroundlneso upon t heir poet-
ry and the growth of sang aànud di!! icultie.l
and sorrowut. lu Vhse Dr. Stewart dis-
plays a fine sympathy and brings to hi.
work a care!ully arranged and Intîmate
knowledge of thefir lves and work. Easy,
graceful and vigorousi lu treatment, there
are apyt quotatltins and Weil told tales and
iscidents ruung through the pages,
which imake them. mont entertaIning as
Weil as Instructive reading. The book Is
a credit ta onr growIng Canadian Iltera-
ture ami the publilshers are ta bie congratu-
laied on Its ferai and appearauce. It la
dedicated In friendshlp ta Dr. Bourinot,
whose goad wark ta Canadian letters, ai-
theughli n a dl!fefent fild from~ the auth-
ar's, clabils te gratitude of aIl wha ap-
preclaobe the brilhtest and best ai Cana-
diam thaa-ght.

QUABBIN: The Stary of a Small Towni:

wlit, OuttUooloe upun Purltan Life;

By F. H. Unàerwood, LL. D. Price

$1.75 Boston: Lee and Shepard.

1898.
Ilere la not ouly a pleasantly written

oerllet cd fîctitious sketches drawn frein,
rea] I11e, but a really valuable record a!
a etate of thingIs w4hlch Is passing a.way,
If It lias nlot actually passed. Any reader
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