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St. Denys soon managed to recover bis liberty, and
made bis way te France. There, of course, be made an
exposure of the treatment he bad received at the hands of
the emissaries of Le Borgne and Madame D'Aulnay.
The Company of New Frano'e now (1653), a second time
granted him the wholo eastern coast of Acadie, from
Cape Canso to Cape Rosier, with ail the islands of the Bay
of St. Lawrence. It was aiso adjudged that the widow
and heirs of D'Aulnay were te indomnify him for the
losses ho bcd sustained at their instance. This second
commission of St. Denys was confirmed by royal patent,
on the 3th of January, 1654.

St. Denys returnod in triumph to Acadie and Cape
Breton. On reacbing St. Peter's hoe xhibited bis new
authority to the person whom Le Borgne had there placed
in command. The authority was acknowled ged, and bis
fort was peaceably surrendered to bim. 11e was nlot con-
tent with this. In bis triumphant, but honeet simplicity,
ho sent one of hie subordinates to Port Royal, to exbibit
to Le Borgne bis new commission and show the extent of
bis powers. This cmiseary encountered Le Borgne in
the Bay of Fundy, on the way to attack La Tour at St.
John. The unecrupulous Le Borgne at once doterrninod
upon posseesing himselt of the commission and ail the
other papers which St. Denys had sent bis special mes-
senger te exhibit to him ; and tben again to forcibly eject
the unsuspecting St. Denys from bis possessions, and,
witb tbis end in view, ho turned about and made eaul
towarde Port Royal. ie was soon and forcibly impressed
with otber mattere for consideration. He had no sooner
arrivod at Port Royal (Auguet, 1654), than ho was dis-
agreoably surprised by a visit froni Major Robert Sedge-
wicke, an officer of Cromwoll's, juet from Boston, witb a
belligerent force of 500 mon. After a short and sharp
strugglo the place capituiated to Sedgewicke.

St. Denys roceived no f urther trouble from Le Borgne.
Neither was ho dieturbed by the Englieli under Sedge-
wicke and hie successors. They took possession of Ponta.
goet, St. John, Port Royal, Cape Fourchu, Port La Tour
and La Have, but ef t St. Denys' poste unmolestod. In
1656 Cromwell granted Nova Scotia to Chartes de la Tour,
Sir Thomas Temple and William Crowne ; but their
patent extended no farther eaet than Merligueche (Lun.
enburg). St. Denys was titi teft undisturbed.

St. Denys now re-entered with vigour into hie inter-
rupted pureite ; and hie fieheries, and hie agricultural
operations, and hie fur trade, were soon in the full tide of
succees. Thon ho fell in with a new source of trouble.
This was caueed by a man named La Ciraudière. From att
that can ho iearned of this La Giraudière, ho wae imply a
pirate. About this time, and for long after, piracy was
very prevalent in tb 0 North American waters. On the
western aide of tbe Strait of Canso, or Passage de Fronsac,
there is a littie harbour wbicb is stili called "Pirate
Cove." TIhis is no whimsically bestowed name. This
beautiful littie barbour, eurrounded by lofty his, at that
time densely wooded, with a narrow entrance, but of easy
aqeese, waB admirably adapted as a hiding place for that
troubtesome ciaBs of people ; and it was, for a long time,
a favourite rosort of pirates. They were onty too abundant
around the coaet. Even as tato as in 1690, Port Royal
was sacked and the snrrounding settlement burnt by a
crew of these freobooters.

This La Giraudière had made bis headquartere upon the
St. Mary'e River. About eight miles from the mouth of
that river, junet at the head of slip navigation, and directly
oppoite the present pretty village of Sherbrooke, there is
a long promontnry which jute out between the river and a
deep inlet te the westward. 0f tate years, thie lias been
known as IlSinc]air'e Point." Upon thie point the bold
La Giraudière bad built for himself a fort and made him-
self tord of ail ho eurveyed. This freebooter-and perhaps
fur-trader-could not but know of St. Denys' doinge at
Chedabucto and St. Peter's, and was envious of hie seeming
gond fortune. La Giraudière proceeded te France, and
pretended to receive those, from the Company of New
France, a grant of the port of Canso, or Canseau. Per-
hape ho really did receive sncb a grant, for it seemod te
ho the habit of that unprîncipled Company te give grante
to every applicant, in uttor dieregard of the vested riglite
of others, even when derived from themeelves. Thus, if
La Giraudière realty had sucli a grant, that Company hadj
given it to him immediateby after having made to St.
Denys-and for the second time too-a grant covering the
samne territory.

La Giraudière appeared at Caneo, where ho learned i
that a vessel beionging to St. Denys, and loaded with sup-
plies, was daity expected. Within a few days this vesseli
arrivod. La Giraudière showed a commission to the captain 1
in command, and forbade him deivering to St. Denys any 1
part of the cargo. Ho aiso caused the latter to ho cited
before him, and commanded him to surrender Chedabucto
to him, togther with ail the territory up to Cape Louis
Cape George), as being included within ie (La Girau.i

dière'e) grant. St. Denys, of course, refused to do anything j
of the sort, and very naturally pointed ont the absnrdity i
of the Company'e conceding to La Giraudière what they 1
had atready granted, witb ait requisite forme, te him. Ho
obvionsiy considered thie interloper's commission as
apurions.

La Giraudière insistod upon the vaidity o! hie patent,
and threatenod compuleory moasures. St. Denys bad, atE
Chedabucto, 120 mon in his emptoy ; and they, abarmed at1
the prospect o! their provisions being stopped througb the 1
seizure and detention of St. Denys' vessel and cargo, urged i
him te discliarge them. Ho blandly conceded that their1

demand wae juet -and reaaonable. At the Bame time ho
temporized with them whitst, ail the while, keeping them
at work. The work in hand was the completion, or
thorough repairing, o! hie fort. Wbeu that was in an effi-
ciently defensive condition, ho sont ail o! bis mon off to St.
Peter's, except twelve who faithfully preferred to abide
with him. Hearing of this movement, La Girandière,
who was at no great distance, appeared before the fort, and
saw that ho bcd been outwitted for the time. Ho again
demanded the immediate surrender of the place, uttering
hoavy threats of the consequences of auy attempt to retain
it. St. Denys boldly set him at deflance. La Giraudière
was now joined by a brother named De Bay. They epeut
three days in ciose1y recounoitering the fort; but found it
s0 substantial a work and se welI armed, that they feared
to commit themeelves to an attack upon it. Tbey there-
fore took their departure.

A few days afterwards De Bay returned alone to fort
Chedabucto, wliere hie informed St. Denys that La Girau-
dière had eeized, and now held, the fort at St. Peter'e. St.
Denys had been ontwitted in his turn. De Bay proposed
an accommodation which St. Denys found bimseif con-
strained to accept. Lt was eventuatty agreed that La
Giraudière shonld give up St. Peter's whule St. Denys
should surreuder Chedabucto; and that they should both
proceed to France to have thoir rival dlaims referred to the
decision of the Company o! New France. Wben the mat-
ter was se referred, this villainous Company, after baving
themmelves caused ail this trouble and disorder, and boas,
caimly declared that they had been imposed upon by La
Giraudière; and they consequentiy revoked hie grant and
reintated St. Denys in the possession of bis rights. But
neither the Company of New France, nor La Giraudière,
nor any body else, ever reimbureed St. Denys~ for the
15,000 crowns which ho had iost through these rascaity
transactions.

St. Denys returned once more to his poste at Cheda-
bucto and St. Peter's, and to hie boneet, industrial and
mercantile pursuite. In 1663, the more miechievons than
usefut Company of New France surrendered ail their
riglits and property in North America to the King; and
that monarch, on the Qlst of March of that year, revoked
ail grants made by that Company o! lande whidh wero not
yet cleared, or wbich should remain uucieared for six
monthe after the date of the edict. This revocation, it
would seem, did not materially affect the intereete of St.
Denys. The nid Company of New France was rovived
under a new namo. Lt wae now cailed "lThe West India
Company " (La Compagnie de8 Indes Occidentales). Upon
St. Denys' reqneet, this Company, in 1667, re-granted to
him ail the torritories which ho had previoueiy held, in fuit
property and seigneurie, upon the soie condition o! hie
sending thither fifty emigrauts annnaiiy for ton years.

Stili St. Denys was !ated to be the sport o! Fortune.
When at length bis prospects seemed to be at the fairet ;
when bis varionus settiemente, and especiaily hie most
important post of St. Peter'e, were in a highly flonrishing
condition ; when ho lad a prospect o! an unusuaily richÎ
harveet from bis annual fur-trade, a groat number of welt-
laden Indians having atready arrived in bis neighbour-
hood ; ho met with a disaster which could net bave been
foreseen. Through some cause, which ho was nover able
to ascertain, bis fort and buildings at St. Peter's took fire
and were totally consumed, together with ait hie personai
effects, t4is year's agricultural crop, ail hie euppiy of pro-
visions for himoeof and hie colony, and a large stock of
mercantile gonds. The fruits o! years o! toil and anxiety
were mest in a nigt ; and St. Denys feit that lie was ait
but a ruined man.

From this time forth St. Denys seemed to "ltake a
scunner " at St. Peter's, as the scene of hie several great
misfortunes. Hero had ho been robbed and imprieoned
by Le Borgne ; swindled and robbed by La Giraudière ;
and bore was ho now burned out, witb ail hie personal
property-and perhape the fire was kindled by incendiary
bande.

Ho lad ne heart to undertake the reconstruction of bis
establishment at St. Peter's. Ho consequentiy moved to
what he called hie "lplantation at Nepigiguit." Heofoten
applies tho narne o! Miramic1hi te al the country there.
about. This "lplantation " was upon the shore o! Nepie.
siguit-now flathurt-Ba8in. Ho describes it ag: Il At
the distance o! one leagne from and at the right of the
outrance; at iow tide a canne.cannot approach it." Ho
goos on te eay : I Ihad te retire thither atter the burning
o! my fort ef St. Pierre, in the isiand of Cape Breton.
My lieuse is flanked by four email bastions, with a pali-
sade, the pickets o! whidh are eighteen foot high, with six
pieces e! orduance in battory. The land is noue o! the
beet, as thero are rocks in anme placea. 1 have a large
gardon," etc.

Denys bas net given us the date o! the catastrophe
which drove him from St. Peter's ; and we have no means
of knewing how long ho afterwards remained at Nepis-
siguit. We have every reason te believe that ho had
roturned te Franco previnus te 1672; for in that year ho
published, in Paris, hie book entitled a IlGeographical
and Historicat Description e! the Coaste o! North
America." Lt je net certain that hoe ver af terwards returned
te America.

Hie son, Richard St. Denys de Fronsac, was iu Nipis-
siguit in 1685 as hie fatlier's reprosentative. We learn
that, on the i 3th et Auguet ot that year, this Richard,
"ias lieutenant for hie father, Nichlas St. Denys, Gev-
orner, etc.," granted te the Epiecopal Seuiinary e! Foreign
Missions, at Quobec, tliree leagues et laud in front ab

Restigouche, three beagnes on the river St. Croix, and
three other lagnes on the island o! Cape Breton, each te ho
aise three leagues in deptb-reeerving withiu each tract
the riglit of building a Ptore-house and trading with the
savages. The Seminary is bound to have a mission, a
church or chapel, and a resident priest, at oach place, main-
tained at their expenso. The exact locations are to be
determined within ton yoars, and are to suit tie conveni-
once o! the savages (Indiane).

We know, further, that, un 1707, two grandsons et
Nicholas St. Danys-presumably sans of Richard-calted
La Ronde Denys, or St. Denys de la Ronde, and St.
Denys de la Bonaventure, wore at, and tank a very
prominont part in, the defence of Part Ryal, when it was
unsuccessfntiy attacked-flrst, in June o! that year, by
Colonel Mardi; and afterwarde, in Auguet, by Colonel
Wainright.

When, in 1713, the French, baving, become flnaiiy dis-
possessed ef Acadie, lad determined upon building up a
permanent strougiold in the island o! Cape Breton, we
ind the same L-. Ronde de St. Denys stoutly advncating
St. Anne's, or Port Dauphin, as the ight of the projected
fortrees. ln the course o! bis rernarks to the Frenchi
Minieter ho says: " rvy deceased grandfather St. Denys
bcd a fort there, the vestiges of which are yet to be seen,
and the Indians tell us that he raised the finest grain in
the world thero, and we have iikewise seen the ficlds which
ho ueed to tilt ; and there are te be seen there very fine
appbe trees "-planted, o! course, by hie grandfaher-
"!romn which we have eaten very gond fruit."

Nicholas St. Denys was a man who desorves to be bot-
ter known than ho is. He was true to the country, bath
o! hie birth and of hie adoption. Hie was far-eeeing, boidly
enterprising and pre-eminently enorgetic and persistent in
hie undertakings ; etraight-forward and honourablo in hie
transactions; and candid and charitable in hie deatinga
with and estimates o! bis contemporaries. lu many res-
pects ho bore a etriking resemblance ta Champlain, who,
about the same timo, filied sa prominent a position in a
neighbouring spiere. They two were, in ait the capacities
which they assumed, far above ail the other French explc r-
ors and coienizers o! their period. St. Denys' book, the
titte o! which is given above, is an uuprotentious, but a
painstaking and retiable work, se far as it goes; althc Àgh
t is-amoet neceesarily, for that time-imperfect ai a

complote description of the regions o! which it treats. Its
descriptions o! the aborigines o! the country, their habits
and their haudiwork, are almost elaborate, and scarcely
beave anything unsaid in that direction. Sa hie elaborate
descriptions o! ail that relates te the catching and curing
o! fish, uloon these new Canadian shores, show that but
ittle, if any, matoriai change bas taken place in the mode

o! conucting tiese fisherios !rom that which was pursuod
over two hundred years since. Everything considered,
this I"geographical and historical " worlr o! St. Denys is
really thehet account o! Acadie and the islande o! the St.
Lawrence which was pubiished during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries,

The name o! Nicholas St. Denys is ingeparably asseci-
ated with that o! the islaud of Cape Breton. fle wai
unquestionabty the firet man who over cteared and culti.
vated land upon tiat isiand ; and this ho did, at St. Poter'e,
certainly as eariy as 1636, I amn firmly of the opinion
that, although sometimes almost extinguished, snme settle-
ment bas been continuoueiy kept up at St. Petor's (Se.
Pierre-afterwards Port Tioulou8e) ever since.

PIERCE STEVENS HAMILTON.

A NEW ELECTBJO RAIL WA Y.

T HEMuic llgemeine Zeitung bas, in a reoent issue,
Zukuu!t." The article deais, in a generat way, with a
eystom o! nporating raitways by means o! olectricity, and
beare particularly upon a project submitted by an Aus-
trian firm of contractore for an electric raitroad te counect
the cities o! Vienna and Buda-Pesth. The acceunt given
may be rendered, in a condeneed form, as follows :

Lt is cloar, in the firet place, that a rate of! eod tondh.
ing one hundred and fifty mites an heur wilb neceesitate
the emptoyment e! signala widely differing frnm those now
in useo.Lu order te, receive a reliable impression of an
ebject, the oye muet dwelt on it for about the tenth part
of a second, and as the seveutieth part o! a second would,
in this case, only ho aliowed, an arrangement for signai-
ing with very long bande ef colour and tiglit bas been

suggested. Sheuid a signal neverthetese escape the notice
o! the conductor, ut wiii stilho poseible te stop the train
threugh externai agency. The motive power is derived
from an electric wire running aleug the rails, and the dur-
ront may be iuterrupted !rom any 8ignalting station (by
its occupant), se as te, affect enly a certain section o! the
track, witbout interfering with any part o! the raitway
before or behind that section. As each train absorbe tho
curreut pertaining te the section threugh which it is mov-
ing, it is evident that a train encroaching on the zone o!
another wiil at once find its speed dimiuishing through an
insufficieut supply o! electricîty !rem the tribntary wire.
A double track will entirely obviate the danger o! col-
Sien, because alt trains running in the samne direction wil
be cenfined te the same tino. The, distance between the
two linos wibl moasuro thirty foot, ewing te the tromen-
dons atmespheric pressure which wontd be cansed by the
meeting o! twe trains. This will, ef course, grdatly
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