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niercial Union than that contained in Winthrop's epistie,
and in letters brought them from proininent merchants of
the United Colonies by Father Druillettes and the Aben-
aqui delegates who followed him to Quebec.

History repeats itself, and after a lapse of nearly two
centuries and a baif we find that Canadian politicians have
delegated themselves to visit the New Englanders of to-day
in the cause of unrestricted continental trade, while Ameni-
can merchants and public men have visited various Cana-
dian centres- to offer the same boon to their northeru
neiglibours. As in 1888, so in 1648, the promoters of
Commercial Union may have been simply the ambassadors
of trade and commerce, uuautbonized to speak for the
state or the commonwealth from which they hailed. Iu
consequence, however, of their reiterated demauds, the
Rev. Father Druillettes, the Jesuit missionary to the
Abenaquis, was commissioned by the authorities at Quebec
to proceed to New England and negotiate a commercial
treaty, to which they iusisted upon annexing the condition
of an offensive and defensive alliance against the Iroquois,
the Abbé Ferlaud contending that a simple treaty of com-
merce would have been altogether to the advantage of the
English.* Parkman points out that this mission is wortby
of notice, Ilsince, with the unimportant exception of
Joque's embassy to the Mohawks, it is the first occasion on
whicb the Canadian Jesuits appear in a character distinctly
political." t Druiliettes left Quebec on the lst September,
1650, accompanied by Noel Tekscrimat, or Negahamat,
Chief of the Algonquin Christians of Sillery, and by Jean
Guerin, who was attached to the service of the mission-
aries. By asceuding the Chaudière they reached the sources
of the Kennebec, and descended it as fan as Norridgewock,
an Ahenaqui settiement. Thence they visited Augusta,
where John Wînsiow, brother of Edward Winslow, agent
at London for the Enklish colonies, gave them letters to
Major-General Gibbons, of Boston. The Jesuit's creden-
tiais fnom, the Governor of Canada and his lettens fromn
Winslow, wbo had accompanied him a good part of the
way to Boston, secured him a reception Ilwidely different
from. that which the law enJoined agaitist persons of bis
profession," t thougli bis character of plenipotentiary
exempted himn from liabulity to the penalty of hanging.
Hie tolls us, moreover, that Winslow entertained him at
his residence, and gave bim the key of a room in which lie
miglit say bis prayers and conduct bis neligious exorcises.
Nothing can possibly be more iutonesting than Father
Druillettes' own narrative § of bis mission and of bis jour-
neyings to and fro in New England which it necessitated.
Gibbons took him to Roxbury, where Governor Dudley
oalled the magistrates together to listen to his proposais.
They gave him no definite answer, but the missionary felt
sanguine of success. Hle was also delighted witb Governor
Bradford's recoption of bim at Plymouth, and entertained

0ý the hope that the colony could lie induced to accede to bis
proposais. In this he was doomed to disappointment. The
records of the colony for June 5th, 1651, contain the entry:
IlThe court declare themselvos not to be willin-g to aid the
French in their design, or to grant them liberty to go
througb their jurisdiction for the purpose of figbting the
Iroquois."

It is evident fnom Druillettes' description of bis mission,
and even from the titie of the narrative, that lie had mucli
more at beart the salvation of fiouls, and an Englisli and
Frenchi alliance against the Iroquois for the protection of
bis Abenaqui converts, than the negotiation of a treaty of
commerce between the two colonies. It was, in fact, the
tenacity with wbicb lie insisted upon the joint war upon
the Iroquois tbat frustrated tbe movement for Commercial
Union in tbe middle of the seventeentb century.

Druillettes returned to Quehec, on the 4tb June, 1651,
and made a favourable report upon the apparent disposi-
tions of tbe four Englisb colonies. The Governor called
bis council together on the 20th June, and the following
were present at the meeting :-Governor d'Ailleboust, the
Father Superior of the Jesuits, and Messieurs de Godefroy
and Mencil. An extract fromn the ýegister of tho council
states that it assembled on the proposition made in 1648
for a commercial union between the colonies of New France
and New England, and that desiring to accede to such
demand, it nominated Sieur Godefroy, one of the members
of the council, to go with Father Druillettes to New Eng-
land, and thera to treat and to agreo with the commis-
sioners of that colony, according to the powers whicb bad
been given them by the council. Attacbed to this entry
ia copy of the credentiais banded to Father Druillottes

and Jean Godefroy, as ambassadors to the magistrates of
New England.11 The council also addressed a letter to the
commissioners of New Engiand, under date of the 2Otb
June, from wbich tbe following are extracta :-"1 It is now
some years since gentlemen of Boston proposed to us a
echeme of commercial union (de lier le commerce) between
New France and New England. . . . We wish for
tbis commerce, and witb it the union of heants and spirits
between your colonies and ours. But we desire fit the
saine tume to enter into, an offensive and defensive alliance
witb you against the Iroquois, our enemies, who wouid
prevent us enjoying this commerce, or at least would render 1
it les advantageous botb for you and for us., We i
assure you of the disposition of our hearts, and of ail those «
of New France, for tbis trade with New England, and for i

*Histoire du Canada, Vol. 1, p. 361. + TUe .Ieuits in North
.4merica, p. 323. '1This law is found in the Registers of the colony of
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pain. le secours contre les Iro quois, le tout par mnoi Gabriel Deritillette de la1
Comnpagnie de Jesus. " Il Extrait des Registres de l'A4ncien Coneil de
Qeblec, in Chiarlevoix, 'Vol. 1, p. 288.

this war against the Iroquois, wbo should lie our common
enemies. *

Father Ragueneau, in the 1ournal des Jesuites, of the
22nd Juno, 1651, records thbý departure of the two envoys
tbat (lay for New England. Jean Gueriu and Noel
Negahamat were again of the party, which included also a
number of Abenaquis and one Sokoquinois, who had with
thetn seven or eiglit canoes. The party endured terrible
privations by the way, having had to travel, says the
Relations des Jesuites of 1652, "lover roads and rivens
fitted oniy for wild men and beasts and for fish." We
are infonmed that they were almost starving for want of
food, when the priest offered up the sacrifice of the mass,
and no sooner had lie doue so than a brave couvert
approached tbem with tbree deer wvhicli le lad killed in
the woods. What tliey did not use at once of the flesli,
they smoked for future requinemeuts, aud thougli it was
no luxury thus preserved, the clironicler nemarks that
" appetite is the best cooli in the wold." The delegates
reached Boston about the end of July aud also pnoceeded
to New Hayon, where tliey appeaned before the Commis-
sioners of the four colonies, then in session thene. They
had corne bowever upon a fruitless errand, and carnied
back with them to Quebec a refusal of the Frenchi pro-
posals.t Their sufferings on their returu trip exceeded
those wbich tbey lad endured in the previons sum mer.
Tbey reacbed borne on the Sth of April, 1652, having been
almost ten days witbout food, and that af ton their Lenten
fast. They bad even boiled their sboes, the Fatlier's
moose-skin waistcoat, and the strings of thein suowshoes.t

The leaders of the Commercial Union movoment of
to-day will flnd in Ferland's Review of tbe failure of the
negotiations of 1681, nothing but encouragement and
support. The learned Abbé makes no attempt to couceal
his disappointment at the uusuccess of Druillettes' mission.
Ho dlaims with mucli show of reason that Commercial
Union 240 years ago wouid have possessed advantages for
both colonies, alrnost equal, when the difference in popula-
tion is taken into account, with those claimed by Mn.
Enastus Wiman for bis present scheme. lis remarks
under this liead are wotby of reproduction, possessing as
they do, a peculian interest, in view of the existing move-
ment. The decision of the New England Commissioners,
lie says, "lwas prejudicial to tbe intenests of botb parties."
The Englisb colonies would bave langely benefitted hy tbe
excbange of their products and of Eugiish merchandise
with tbe ricl f uns of the North; whie Canada would have
obtained at Boston an excellent market for ber peltries,
and in times of scancity and want could easily have
secured grain and flour, wbidh only arrived from France
late in the season, and tben in small quantities and pon in
quality. English slips would have vigorously pursued
commerce, for already, on the strongtb of the rumour that
a commercial treaty was about to ho concluded, a vessel
from Boston, with a cargo of menchandise and provisions,
ascended the St. Lawrence in the spring of 1651. Certain
of doing a fair share of tbe fur trade, by means of their
merdhant manine, the Englisb would not bave been
tempted to reach. out for it so fan to the west, by a difficult
and costly overiand route. On tbeir side, the Frenchi
would not have been always on the watcb to keep tbe
western trade from their dangenous rivais. The two
nations would not bave been reduced to take measures,
bumiiiating even in the eyes of the Indians, for the posses-
sion of the beaver, and long and disastrous wars resulting
from this single motive would necessanily bave been
averted.

If New England bad only deciared to the Iroquais that
it bad formed a union witb the French coiony to put an
end to their attacks upon the neighbouring nations, tbe
tbneat alone would have annested thetrn in their career of
pillage and murder, for they would have quickly reahized
the impossibiity of maintaining themselves against so
many enemies leagued against thern. Tbe Frenchi colonists
being no longer obliged to defeud themselves against the
Iroquois, would bave bad time to solidly establish them-
selves and to devote their energies ta the peaceful punsuit
of agriculture. They would bave laid down their warlike
habits, up to that tme necessitated by daily figlits witb
ferocious neiglibouns. If the abstention of tbe English
colonies was ruinous for New France, it was perbaps more
so to New Eugiand. By that decision the Canadian
French were forced to romain soldions and explorers. in
fighting and in trafficking they penetrated the fan West,
and to keep the monopoly of trade, they ruined ali the
onterprises made by the English witb the design of
advancing near this country. Obliged to figlit without
ceasing against the Iroquois confedenation, the Frenchi
traders occasionally reached out in their expeditions to
the country of the English colouists, allied theniselves to
their enemies, ansd unall to obtain rest themselves, trouble(i
that of the English colonists wbo were bidden bebind the
Iroquois. The authonities of Canada found a savage nation
disposed to second them in consequence of the fault com.
mitted by the Unitedl Provinces. Tbe Ahenaquis of
Kinibeki (Kenebec> had lived in pence, regarding tbem.
selves as plnced under the special protection of the Ply-
mouth colony. Attacked on several occasions by the
Iroquois, they called to their aid thase wbom they con-
sidered as their friends and allies, but informed that the
English would not assist theni, tbey turned toward France
of wbom tbey became the faitbful allies, and swore an
inreconcilable batned to the inhabitants of New Englnnd.
During nearly a century the Abenaquis continued to

* Lettre écrite par le Conseil de Qiebec aux Comnmissionaires de la
Nouvelle Angleterre, in Charlevoix, Vol. 1,p. 87 t Answers to the
propositions presented by the honoured lirencli agents, in Harjard,
Vol. 2, p. 184. ý Relations des Jesaites, 1652', p. 26.

L barnss tbe Englisb, devastating their fields, burning their
villages and stopping thein pnogress toward the north. Sncb
were the disastrous resuits of the excessive prudence

1manifestod on this occasion by the commissioners of the
United Colonies, nesuits wlhich have inundated the soil of
Amenica with torrents of Eunopean blood.*

Iu thus iudicatiug tlie results tînt lie attnibutes ta the,
1New Englanders ta join in an Iroquois war, the Abbé

quito naturnlly fails to point out what justification they
1could have urged for entering into the offensive and de-

fensive alliance propased. With the pniest, the end justi-
fies the mens. " The Puritan, like his descendant, would
not figlt without a reason."j Ferlaud attributes the
action of the New England colonis to "excessive pru-
dence." The Commissioners of the United Colonies ne-
preseuted to the Goveruor and Council of Quebec, that
mucli as they desired freedom of commence between the
Englisli and French colonies, they would rathen renounce

iit altogether than engage in a war against the Iroquois.
Thos. Clapais says, in the Cotrier du. Canada: "The
Anglo-Americans wislied to noceive ail and to give nothing,
according to hiabit. Our aucestons refused to be duped."
The Jesuits were evidentiy mucli more disappointed at the
failure of the negotiations than the civil authorities of
New Franco. Referring to Father Druillettos' efforts on
behaîf of the Abonaquis, tlie Father Supenior at Queliec
says, in his Relations.- " Ho went to Boston, to Pleymot
(Plymouth), and neanly ahl New Engiand, but the English
would not succaur these poor people, though thoy are their
rieiglibours." Father Charlevoix, much more reasonable
in bis conclusions than some wlio wrote before him and
many who followed after, says: Il It appears very mudli as
if it was the condition of war with the Iroquois that liroke
off tbe negotiat ions; and it was, in fnct, oxacting a goad
deal from the Englisb, wbo wore so fan removed from the
Iroquois as to have notbing ta fear from them, and wha
were only occupied witb thein commerce and with the
tilling cf their latids." J

It would ho ms idie to speculate upon the effecta that
mig lit have been produced by the adoption of Commercial
Union in 1651, as to attompt to fonocast the political and
national resuits tînt may flow from the success of the
présent movenient. It is worthy of note, liowever, as
illustrating the change that modern civilization lias wrougbt
in the nietliod of settlîng international difficulties, that
wbiie the governing Council of New France, in session at
Quebec inc 1651, held ont the hait of free trade to tempt
New England into a savaga war, the officiai representatives
of ahl the langer Canadian Provinces, assemnbled in confer-
once in the samne city in 1887, suggested a similar treaty
as a moans of aiding in thie settlement-by peaceful arbi-
tration-of the grave international disputes which have
anisen in connection witb the North Amenican fishenies.

E. T. D. CHAMBERS.

ON TH'IE HORRIBLE IN FICTION.

O speak of the horrible in fiction is at once ta suggestTthe name of Mn. Rider Haggard, who as an inventor
of things répulsive and gbastly occupies a very exalted
position iudeed among the' sensational writors of the hour.
No navelist of the present day bas heen sa much talked
about as Mn. Rider Haggard ; no boaks have sold s0 fast
as his, and'no books, so fan as 'vo are aware, have yet
equalled lis in setting forth the cruelty and the thirst for
blood which is in man. One would alînot upose that
their author were not free f romi the taint hiisBfos gloat-
ingiy doos lie deliglit in détails of carnage and horror and
ferocity for their 0wn gliastly sake. lu massacre, cruelty,
and bluody death Mn. Rider H-aggard finds bis cbiefest
joy. To bug men until thein nibs crack and crunch, ta
torture thein until tîey wither like suakes, ta drive knives

ight througb their quivering bodies, ta split their skuls
down ta the eyos with sharp steel, to crush the life out of
theni, to listen ta the sickening cnunching of their boanes
-ta do and write of theso thin gs, and ta linger fondly aven
the disgusting details, is Mn. Rdr iagndsgetdilt
And ta linger with lim aven these details is the joy of
many thousands of men and women, among wlom may lie
foundnot a few who lairu ta lave good taste and goad
sense, and who believe thoy are not without literary culti-
vation. We do not say tînt Mr. Haggard's romances are
without liternry value, for here and there are ta lie found
descriptions viot lacking the clanms of art and paetry.
But wliere thene is no simplicity, na sincerity, no delicacy
and sypintly ; whene sound judgment is autraged, culti-
vnled teste set at nauglit, and refined discrimination con-
spicuous by its absence ; whore the language used is ail
tao often inelegant and oven incorrect, and where the
wîoîe is pervnded by an imagination at once morbid and
sensual-wbero these faults and disfigurements glane at
one fromn page after page, we fail ta see that much romains
ta interest and amuse anyane of intellectual tastes or af
liealthy mind.

That the class of novel readers, yclept by a rodent
writer the "ali-gulping," shauid flnd sanie entertainnient
and relaxation in Mn. Rider I{aggard's siaugliter-house
stylo of fiction; that bis marbid scbome of existence, lis
agnostic and pseudo-pbilosophic refioctions should have a
certain fascination for their jnded mînds, we can in a
moasuro undorstand. But wbat we cannot understand i.
the praise and appréciation bis works have met witl
among peoaple who profess -to albanr the "lPenny Dreadful "
stylo of iitenature, and ta deprecate the placarding of dead
walls with theatnice.l pidliures iilustrating scenes of violence

*Histoire 'du Canada, Vol. I , p. 397. t Parkman, The .esiini
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