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light and along these stately avenues like the charming do-nothing dwcllers
Of Watteau Land. And there was feasting in those silent rooms in those
days, and merry talk echoed up and down'the wide staircases, and small
Counts and countesses, princes and princesses, held mimic court in the dusty
deserted nurseries. Now there is no souud to lie heard in the lengthi and
breadth of the palace. The few pictures that are lef t on the walls are of no
value, and look idly down on some pieces of cii ,nersome, worthless furniture.
i the park, where the grass is as high as one's knees and the shrubs are

untrimimed, niglitingales stili trili as sweetly as if the owners of thîs
deserted paradise were within cail of their songs, and not as if their sole
audience consisted of dull-eared vîllagers passing quickly on their way to
the fields, or open-mouthed tourists" wondering whiat ail the desolation
lxleans8. One discovers at last that when Nassau was taken from the Grand
DuIke in 1865, lie retired from this cbarming country house, from Palais
Pauline at Wiesbaden, fromn his Yagd-Schloss on the Taunus His, as bis
quarrel with the Emperor was of such a fierce nature as flot to permit him
elven occasionaîîy to breathe the samne air as [lis Majesty. They say that
tWenty years have cooled the lient a littie, and that on the marriage of his
daugliter Hulda to the grandson of the Ernperar lie gave hier this pictu-
resque place, and she and lier husband contemplate living here every sum-
Iner. It is like a palace of the sleeping beauty, and requires but a touch
from an enchanter's wancl to set it in motion again.

Fon years the samne pair of storlis returned to the samne clîimney, in the
Kircligasse, but a telegraph wire erected above tlîeir ernpty nest wbile they
were wilitering in Egypt or elsewliere, frighitened the cautious couple froin
their old home, so they settled at Erbenheim, three miles off on the Frankfurt
road, and are to be seen every afternoon on the swampy Mneadow outside the
village teaching their young to fly-the only storks for miles round. One
WeouId like te, know where these faithful birds live for the eight months
SPen't away fromn German eyes. Did you ever hear of a Nuremberg
8cholar who wrote on a slip of parcliment, "lPretty swallow, tell me wherte
YOU, pass your winter ? " and tied it beneatli the wing of a bird which had
built for many a season so close against lis window as to be quite tame,
""d wliich was just setting off again on its travels? And do you know
t'at in the following, spring wlen the scholar heard the twitter of his

faorte and cauglit the little creature lie found a new slip beneath its
Atwic, on which waï inscribed in Greek, "At the house of Glau'cus, of

lthens, the Vinedresser : wlio asks ?" WALTER PoWELl".
Wiesbaden.

TIE UNITED KING-DOM.

81 CHARLES DILKE concludes bis five articles in the Fortnig/tlly upon
the IlRelative Position of the Great Continental Powers of Europe " by
the fOllowing analysis of the present condition of the British Empire.

WE have seen that England is past lier fightîng days unless moved byaVery powerfully irritating cause ; in the tirst place, on account of lier
admlitted military unrearliness, and in the second place, on account of lier
4tr'Ong desire for peace. It seems sufficiently established for any one who
lias followed my arguments in my preceding writings that it is impossible
fo' the UJnited Kingdom to adopt a policy of disarmamerit, or of efface-

iielyWithout the 'gravest danger for lier future. No doubt lier chief
Cooisare able to defend themiselves; no doubt lier carrying trade can

turrotected by n aval means without a grent resort to additional expendi-ur pon the services ; but I canriot honestly pretend that England is in81Uch a perfect position of defence at home as to be, under ail circunistances,
8afe against the possibility of invasion. She lias to face the fact that she
la Orie of the least popular of the Powers, and that if she alone were
aýttacked no liand would be raised tin lier defence. Wlien 1 firid myself
CoiiPelled to write of England's unpreparedniess for war 1 must at once

1111tthat it ia not in expenditure she falîs short; she spends, indeed,
"'0" n lPi' er war service than does nny other empire in the world, and

eiorn MOre, riot only absolutely, but even relatively, in proportion to liereormus responsibulities. Considering, indeed, how mnucl slie sperids, howlitecari she show for the money ? Now, what is the most scientific
their Opinion witli regard to lier present militnry position ? If we collect

thatenents of the leading foreign writers upori the subject we find that
p18Y Point out that lier colonial garrisons are singularly small; for exam-

the Trihnidam there are 106 men (they take no account of volunteers) ; in
'~lamas, 93 (black); in Honduras, 226 (black). On the other hand,

lhe e1nhkeep i Frenchi Guiana 1,000 soldiers (white men) ; whle
'19ad ep in British Guiana 163 (black troops). The Frenchi have
1theire West Iridia Islands more men than England lias in liers ; anidfurtîea

tiolas prnore, the Frenich have strongly fortified their chief colonial posi-
Port de France, in Martinique, and Dakar, in Senegal. It is also

Onthat, in now beginning to fortify lier coaling stations, England
ObI8t forget that tliey will require garrisons ; that she is under an

l'ga'ofl to defend Belgiunu, but is, in fact, uriable to do so; that upon lier
le t frontier she wtll have to figlit the Russiaris, and that it is impossi-

ie 0 Proplie5 y the, result of this iîievitable struggle; that lier army corps
00 ser"tlY supplied witli possible irifantry forces ta f ormi eight army

%cOrp oftthatnot more tlian two sucli corps could lie used abrond on
Utfl te want of cavalry and artillery. Altogether the scieritifie
dieof England's position is far from faýourable to the views in the

Qha tcll of retrejîclment whidli have been expressed by the last three~5lrs of the Excliequer, aîthougli it is undoubtedly difficuit ta main-
turi that 8he gets at preserit tlie greatest possible return for lier expendi-

tîý' EngandMay regret as mucli as she pleases the progress of destruc-
Weapons, and the fact that since she liuilt lier fortresses tliey have
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virtunlly gone ont of date, nnd mnay lamnent the growtli of the military
power, and of the rapidity of mobilisation of lier neiglibours ; but it is a
fact that, quite apart from lier obligations in India, in Asia Mirior, and in
Belgiurmn, she probably nmay have to increase lier expenditure upon home
defence. Rer commercial ports are at present virtually undefended, even
against the lighitest of liglit attacks, and she is far indeed from liaving
reaclied a point at whîcli the assurance of lier national exisitence cai lie
looked upon as complete. It being assumed thatb for the moment Eng-
land lias to give up aIl idea of acting upon the Asia Minior Convention, or
of defending Turkey ini amy manner upon lanid, and that she is to put
Belgium out of siglit and thirik only of the defence of India and of Eng-
lanid, and the protection of lier colonies and lier trade, it is nevertheless
the case tîrat, even upon this reduced estimate of lier responsibulities, in
the opinion of ail competent men, she falîs short of the power to accomplisli
lier tnsk.

Less than five corps in aIl, prepared to take the field, appears to con-
stitute tlie actunlly available airmy upon which îîearly forty millions
sterling are expended by the Empire, for only a small portion of this forty
millions is expended upon the inilitia, yeomanry, ami voluniteers; and the
voluinteers, witliout the support of mobile field nrtillery, are not mnuch more
useful than the inferior Indian troops.

It is a little difficult to niake an exact comparison of the expenditure
of ecd Great Power upon its arîîy. Germnny spends about eighteen mil-
lions and n lialf ; Russia, raLlier nmore than Germiany and Austrin togetlier,
and France comes next, but ijorie of theni are spending anytlîirg like the
enormous suin of fifty-two millions Sterling, whicli represents Erigland's
outlny, mot including the local expenditure of the Colonies , in spite of
whiclî vnst sum, iîowever, sic lias not kept pace either with France or
Germariy iii the introduction of repcating rifles, or of mew sheill. The
reduction of the liorse artillery and the want of ammunition columns are
serious defects in the prescrit niilitary manageaient.

It is anly, lîowever, by comparison with the nrmy that I tiink the navy
iri a sound position, arid 1 do not admit that it is sufficiently satisfactory
to give no cause for anxiety. As long ns France remains at pence, and
spcnds upon lier navy sucli enormnous sums ns she lias done during the last
few years, she will lie sufficiently near Englnnd, as a naval power, to make
lier position somewlint doubtful, to nmake it depend, that is, upon how the
different new inventions mny turri out iri time of war. It would lie as idle
for Englnnd, with lier prescrit naval force, ta hope ta thoroughly command
the Mediterramen and tic Red Sea ngainst the Frenchi witliout an Italian
alliance, ns to try to liold lier own in Turkey or in Belgium with lier
prescrit anmy. As ngninst n Frencli and iRussiari combination she is
weaker still. Englishmen are liardly nware of the strengtli of Russia tin
the Pacifie, where, if England is to attack at ail, she must irievitably figlit
lier. While talking about thieir Europeari fleets the Russians are paying
no real attention to tbem, and are more and more concentrating their
strerigtli in the Nortiern Pacific.

If the Britishi protection of Belgium lias gorie, how machi more lias that
af Turkey disappeared into the background ?i The occupation of Cyprus
was coridered at one time as a material elenient tin maintatning the inde-
penderice of Asia Minor ; but the fact is now only too patent tint Erigland
is unable to reorganise an nriny to defend Asia Mirior for the Turks, even
if lier people wislied her to do so. It is certainly necessary for lier at any
rate to dcfend Indin, whicli is not, under present circumstances, a mudli
easier task. India, I shalh veniture to assume, is worth keeping at ail
liazards, for the sake botli of its people arid the Britishi nation. To hoid
lier owri upori the Afghan frontier, and to carry war irito Russian territory
by an nttack upon Russia's Pacific shiores, is the most she cari expect to
acluieve. Wlmnt liopes are there that England wili lie able to carry out thîs
desigri 1J am sorry to say that the more inquiry one makes, anid the more
time onie sperids upon the army anid navy estimates, the more is the belief
-nay, I miglit almost say tlie certainty-forced upon one that, while
Englamd lias a smnall efficient white armiy tin India, even in Iridia the
greater portion of the troops she nominnlly possesses are non-efficient, anid
in England, with an equal expenditure, lier army, in a modern serise, may
bce said to lie non-existent, [t seems necessnry, therefore, to corisider of a
system whicli wili give lier a better return for lier experiditure thari that
pursued at prescrit, as what England lias mainiy to look ta is the defence
of Indin, the deferice of Englarid, and the supply of a possible expedition-
ary force. Insté-ad of trying at one time ta tmttate the Prussians, at
another time the French, she sliouid strike out a thoroughiy national sys-
temi for lierself. If the tlieory on whidli lier existing army system ta
based liad any relation at ail to fact, there miglit indeed lie mucli to Say
for it. Wheri, liowever, we find that, after years upon years of reorganisa.
tiori and years upon yenrs of fabulous expenditure, she is virtualiy without
an army, anid that Englnnd and Iridia together, with an expenditure
greater thari Russin, cari put tito the fild a force capable of fighting
against European troops only equal ta the force of Roumania, surely the
Lime lias come wlien revolutionnry mensures should lie tried.

Just two years ago a hope was expresscd by a distinguislied military
writer that a federation of the British Enmpire nuiglit be formed for gene-
rai deferice. The Colonial Conference whtcli lias beeri iately lield with that
view proved that the chief strengtli whidli cari lie gained from Erigland's
possessions for gerieral imperial defence must came from Australta. As
regards Canada, the predominant feeling is friendly; but it ta uselesa ta
disguise the fnct that tliere is a good deai of separatist feeling tin Canada,
and that there are at Limes darigerous ups and downs tin Cnnadtari senti-
ment about tlie Empire and its advaritages. Moreover, Canada lias an
oversliadowing neiglibour of enormous power in the United States, witli
wliom she lias, fromn time ta time, causes of Sharp difference. The South
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