
THE WEEK. [MÂBtCi îîth, 1886.

the first by want of authority over the country at the turne in the employers
of the surveyors ; the second by the ferai of the surveys-a ferai univer-
sally acted upon in the United States, and borrowed by the Canadian
Governrnent on the recoimendation of William Lyon Mackenzie. The
Geverninent was asked to admit a sovereigu righit of squatting in these
Half-breeds, and to àllow the squatters to set aside, for their cenvenience
a systern of surveys whieh, taken as a whole, is the best that hias ever been
devised. But it did not suit the Half-breeds, because they were net agri-
culturists, and as fishermien they required access to the river. Riel had
plans of lis own ; hie made a dlaim oni the Governmnent, 0r1 his own behalf,
for a large suin of money ; for the IIalf-breeds lie claimed one-seventh of
ail the lands of the North-West, and for the Indians another seventh ; the
reat hie proposed to offer to pilgrimis fromn ail parts of the world. Riel's
plans were entirely incompatible with the North-WVest remaining a part of
the territory of Canada, and lie was bent on insuîrrection as the instrumîent
of his ambition. Hie staked- lus life on the venture at Batoche, and lest.

In the înorning of that ineînorable day, Captain Hlaig, R.LE., of General
Middleton's staff, told Major floulton that Batodhe was to be taken beforo
niglit. Before setting out the General gave orders te Col. Van Straubenzie
to advance his brigade te the position it hiad occupied the day before, and
as mucli farther as hoe could get after the eng«agtemient began. On return-
ing te camp at hiaif-past eleven, the Genecral was annoyed to find that the
advance ordered had flot been made. But the order hiad been given by
Col. Van Straubenzic. After dinnier, the General's instructions were
repeated by Straubenzie te thie coinînanders of the corps. When
the wholo line lîad been forined it stretclied upwards of a mile from the
river bank :it now, says Major Boulton, Iladvanceed steadily, but rapidly,
through tho bush te the open space which lay l)etwCCnl us and the village.
Before getting through the bush we carne te a gully, nt tie bottom of which
lay a number of the eneîîîy." Tht troops Ilrushied furiously down the gully,
and drove the encmny before them. As tlîey rail frein us, five of them
dropped under the tire of th(, iîew excited tiien, and pit after pit was
cleared in front of our skirmnisiin g liic as we took thein on the tlaink."
Such was the Ilcharge " of Batoche. Il In fact,' says Major Boulton, Ilit
oould not properly be called a charge, but a steady advance of four hunidred
and fifty men in skirinishiig order, vying with each other in rapidity of
movement, clearing the front of our skirinishinig lino as we teck thein. on
the flanik," As a contribution te the hisery of tht North-West, Major
Boulton's book will be welcoitied by a largel ituieiber of readers. T. M.

TU lE RUM1OU.RED SCJIE OF AIR. GLADSTONE.

IT weuld be idle te chiase aIl the flying rumeurs about Mr. Gladstone's
operatiens and intentions. In the- saine colurtîn we read one telegram
anneuncing positively tlîat lie lias fraîîîed a schieine of Honme Rule, and
anether anneuncing as positively that hio lias luet. lus sonmewhat cernie
invitation te Irish thinkers, if it really h:îd aîîy object beyond effect,
must bc taken as indicating thiat nt the tinie wlieni it was put forth his
mind was net made up ; and in tlîat case we are driven te the conclu-
sion that ho obtained the votes of the Parnellites by signifying his acqui-
escence iii the deinand for an [rish Parliaient without having sufficiently
informed hiroseîf te deterinno his own opinion on the question. It is now
vory confidently stated tliat hoe lias frained lus sciieme, and that what ho
proposes is a Counicil for each of the four Provinces of Ireiand. Il, as
must be presumed, these Councils are net te bu se inany Parliaments, but
are te have only local pewers, subJi'ct te the supreme legislation of the
Parliament of the United Kiegdoîii, tiîis is a total change of front, and
Mr. Parnell will find iniseîf jilted. lis objeet, and the price for which
ho thought ho was selling tue Irish Vote te Mr. Gladstone, was net the
extension of Local Self-government in any form or under any naine, but
the severance of "lthe last link." Extension of Local Self-government in
subordination te the Imperia] Parliarert, and without any breacli of the
Legislativo Union, is a measure te whiclî nobody objects, and which Par-
liament was preparing te pass at the very turne whien the Irish Rebellien
broke eut. The writer of thîis article, thougli irmly convinced of tho
necessity of maintaining the Union, hias always advocated the establish-
ment of Provincial Councils, and lias propesed te give them the riglit of
eiecting representatives te tte flouse of Lords in place of the rotten repro-
sentative peerage of Ireland. It would enly be necessary for the Supreme
Governiment at prescrnt te keep a ti.ght hand on the police, for with the
police in local hands ne Loyalist's life or preperty would be safe. That
the Celtie and Cathoic Provinces would at first be gainers by an exten-
sien of local goerniment is unfortunately not iikeiy. Pepular educa-
tien would certainly suifer for a time by faihing under the influence
of the priestbood, against which it is new pretected by the Imperial

administration ; but time and the gonerai progress ef Eurepean opinion
wouid prebably develop a resistanco te priestiy power, and, at ahl events,
the largest concession te Home Rule feeling compatible with the integrity
of the Empire would hava Iren made. That Mr. Gladstone hias decided on
proposing Provincial Ceuncils, and net an Irish Parliament, or a dissolution
of the Legisiative Union under any forin, is, liowever, at presont more
report; theugh it meims net uniikely that hie may have been turned away
f rom an intention the anneuncement of which iilied lis friends witb con-
sternation and al iDisunionists witb joy by the manifestations of Public
opinion in faveur of the Union, the opposition of independent. journal$
sucb as the Tirnes and the Spectator, the uneasinoss of lis colleagrues, and
the Unionist attitude suddeniy assumed by the Radical leader. "That lie
is working at his seheme, whatever it is, Il with great satisfaction Y' and
Ilwith a liglit heart " may be only tee easily beiieved. Any exorcise Of lis
legisiative ingenuity is sure te afford him the keenest satisfaction , th0uôh
experience hias unhappily shown that bis power of ferecasting tho practicai
efrect of his sdhemes is by ne means equal te his ingenuity. Ris heart aise
is evidentiyliit eneugh. Having brought the country inoteas trmt
of peril, hoe is sufficientiy free from public care te disport himself in lucu-
brations on the cesmogony of Genesis. Ris moral tone as a statesman lias
always been high, and hoe hias deserved iasting gratitude by redeeming the
country from Jingoism and cynicism ; but, paradoxicai as the statemont
mnay soem, his sense ef responsibility dees net appoar te be strong : at
ieast hoe easily persuades himself, in face of the mest disastrous resuits,
that what hoe has done is right ; and this, cembined with bis intense desire
te have the credit of settling, as hoe fancies, the Irish question, is a most
perilous feature of the situation.

On whiatever Mr. Gladstone may now resoive, the misehief whidli lie
did by allowing the imipression te prevail that hoe was roady te givo Ireland
a Parliament can nover be undone :it will serve te nourisb agitation for
many a day. StilI iess bave the f ull results been yet seen ef lis extra-
ordinary pehicy in plueging the nation into a politicai rovolution in face of
an Irish robeilien, at the saine turne immarensely increasing the strengtha of
the rebel vote. Ho is sewing, if ever a statesmin did, the seeds of civil
war.

Lord Hartington, if the cabie summary is correct, lias been making
a weak speech. The upshot of it us apparently that ho is as mudli
against Reine Rule as ever, but thinks that, as Mr. Gladstone is in
faveur of it, it must corne. This is a specimen of that miserable fatalismn
which seems, with other paraiyzing influences, te have stolen ever the
minds of British statesmüen, and te be making their conduet in this crisis a
strange and melancholy contrast te that of tbeir higbh-souled predecossors.
Thc vocation of a statesman is net te run behind the car of political
destiny, like a boy running behind a carniage, but te guide and modify its
course. A strongy heart makes its own fate. If Mr. Gladstone's word is
fate the nation lias ceme te a strange pass indeed, considering that Mr.
Gladstone's word changes froni day te day. Misfortunes, hewever, semr
te crowd upon inisfortunes, and the ship, by ail appearances, will seen be
on the recks, unless the 1dlm is unexpectedly grasped by sorne resolute
and patriotie hand : an event about as much within the compass of practical
possibility as the descent of an angel froni heaven.

GOLDWVIN SMITH.

-A YEAR 0F PRESIDENT CLEVELAND.

WASHINGTON, Mardi 6, 1886.PRESIDENT CLEVELAND marks the end of lis flrst yoar of office by a
mild coup d'état, which, cbaracteristicaluy enough, lias relation te the over-
lastîng subjoct of patronage. Af ter lis election and prier te bis inaugura-
tion, in a letton te the chairman of th, Civil Service Reforni Association
Mr. Cleveland expressed a purpose net te disturb, during the remainder
of thein ternis, those territorial judges and govenrs, those collecters
of customs and internai revenue, those manahals and attorneys of tlie
Federal courts, and those postmasters at the langer offices, wlio (under the
provisions of a miscbievous law, passed in the heyday of what is known as
the spoils system,) are commissioîîed for a terni of four years, oxcept in 50far as hoe shouid flnd them te have been ux faithf ni, inefficient, or offensivelY
partisan in the use of their places. This deciared purpose the President
lias thus far exocutod in largo part, and, in sniallen part, lias apparently
violated. The Republican lnajority in the Sonate, in the erdinary exorcise
of the gamo of poiitics, have reolved te take advantageoef the nomination
te that body of the intended successers of the displaced officiais te forc
from the President, or fnomn the heads of Departments, an admission tliat
the pledge bias net been kept as breadly as made, and, with this admission,
te go bof ore the country in the Congressuenal election next autumn, and
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