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DION AND THE SYBILS

By Miles Gerald Keon

A CLASSIC CHRISTIAN NOVEL.

CHAPTER XIX.

At this period of the reign of Augustus
there were in his court several great
Parties, or rather several other courts;
for each party had a court of its own.
e have alluded to some of them al-
Teady—that of Antonia, that of Ger-
Manicus, that of Julia; and there were
et others. The most powerful of them
Was the party of Tiberius, who certainly
May be said to have kept a very magni-
ficent court before he was sole sovereign.
In this court, the prime favorite, the
onfidant of the next emperor, both be-
fore and after he ascended the throne,
the depositury of all his secrets (if any
man then alive knew them all), was the
Smooth and polished, but stern, impene-
trab]e’ and subtle Sejanus, commander
of all the Praetorian guards.
'Velleius Paterculus was numbered
With, and certainly belonged to the same
Party, He owed his promotion to Se-
janys, who, for some reason or other was
Yery fond of him; and it is most singular
that, while this circumstance was not
Only known to Tiberius, but had opened
for Paterculus the way into that prince’s
avor, yet Velleius contrived to remain
t‘? the last a friend of Sejanus, without
Cither sharing his ruin or even incurring
€ suspicion of his master—a master
%ho was nevertheless, perhaps, the most
al_’spicious tyrant that ever vexed man-
klnd'
Striking differences of character of-
ten Subsist between men who entertain
a Strong friendship for each other. Vel
€lus’s history (although frequently apo-
Ogetic rather than impartial) discloses
€ writer to us as a man who, for a
Pagan, had no mean notions of what
D:}?Or and morality prescribe. On the
‘her hand, the single fact we have men-
“oned is sufficient to prove that he was
® consummate master of all the wary,
x’recfmtions, the quick contrivances, and
€ supple dexterities by which alone
(:n &'Ctor in such a sphere could at once
Otinue to hold high office and yet keep
M8 head upon his shoulders. One kng-
Shman and two Scotchmen out of every
Tee, would infer that such a head must
0;‘"’3 been worth keeping-—either a good
N €, or good for nothing; and eclassic
(ﬂars know which.
R A’third remarkable personage, as the
ader is aware, then in the court of
t‘:berius, was the physician whom Taci-
inshl_nentlons as being signally eminent

18 profession, and who so uninter-
l.“‘pte‘ﬂy maintained the confidence of

'8 employer that, long afterwards, the
zme historian tells us he was at that
“OVereign’s death bed. We mean Chari-
cles, '

Shortly after noon the day succeeding
v e events related in our last chapter,
a‘:uei‘ls. Paterculus sat working in his
i B private triclinium at his quarters
He Ome, when a slave announced Cha-

€3, who was at once admitted. The

O0r bheing elosed, Paterculus perceived

'8t the Greek doetor was unusually

Bcomposed.

cil“’:rhe.re has just been held a coun-
ﬂb’o Sald. he, ‘“at the palace of Tiberius,
terdut this slaughter of the troops yes-
the 8y, these cries for the liberation of
ou Young Athenian lady, the mysteri-
movements of gladiators in the
e the disaffection of the army, the
iev:’n fact that Germanicus Caesar be-
. 3 th&t.Tiberius is the contriver of
whi;lbductlon, the appeal to Augustus
. Germanicus declares he will make
/ted?l}yu.t is there any young lady abduc-
* Interrupted Paterculus.

“M ; »
Preﬂsiy friend,
in

City,

said Charicles, im-
n V81y3 “‘in a case like this a doctor
h y Position knows everything. Such
- oensy ill becomes you; it would suit
Upid man. Do you suppose I come

T

eo“‘;d to betray you? What service
ov; that render me? What motives
Y()u?m me in the present matter, think

Th

; e famil i i ie-
tion s G ily now in such dire afflic

reek—nay, Athenian, and I too
:{n Athenian. The Lady Aglais and
¥ y: been friends these five-and-twen-
Ten 2’?- We played together as chil-
You thr'l the banks of the Ilissus. Do
8prin smk I am a man made of steel
inisgtvand lambskin by a Rhodian ma-
e glog Of that lady’s son, the heroic,
the lifemus youth, Paulus, I have saved
Dighy a.d I left Rome and travelled
Upon hin day t.o North Italy to wait
1°Vely M. Of his beautiful, interesting,
Raveq ’t}?n?’ lovable sister I have also
esitate ife; and Ly all that is sacred
hey inst ed whether I should not poison
ateread, and end her woes.”
rievcuIUS rose, and paced the room
ﬁ . O“S.agltution. Charicles added:
; S‘;".\'Sl’usj my friend and fellow-
&0, of whose fame I am more

tow

proud than T am to be Cuaesar’s phy-
sician, would lay that Phoebus-like head
of his under the executioner’s axe to
save any member of this dear and sor-
rowing family from harm; and yet, T,
his friend wnd their friend -1 an Atheni-
an, who have already saved both the
brother’s and the sister’s lives-—am so
mistrusted by you, that you dare not
show before me the interest you really
feel for them.’

“You wrong me,”
“hut without meaning har, men some-
times repeat,”’

“Bah!" cried the Athenian; ¢ this
case is far too serious and terrible for
idle gossip on my part.  Besides, whose
diseretion need be less doubted than
that of a doctor of my standing.”

“Well, then,” suid Puaterculus, > et
us sit down and consult. Take that
cushion. We will hold a council
well as Tiberius; and to prove 1 do not
misdoubt you, T will begin it by confess-
ing that I love this very damsel Agathy,
and if she can be extrieated from her
present horrible position, T mean to ask
her to be my wife.”

(To be continued)

’

satd Patereulus,

as

The Root of Neuralgic Headache

Is an jrrituble condition of the nerves
eaused by cold.  Relief eomes giuekly
from Nerviline, the great pain relicyer
of to-day. “1 consider Nerviline a
magical remedy  for neuralgin, writes
Mrs. T, (i Harris. of Balumore.  “But
I never worry if Nerviline is in the houw:
A few applieations never yet {ailed to
I can also recommend Nervi-
for rheuniatisni  and
muscalar pains.””  In use nearly fifty
vears; try Nerviiine yourself.

kill pain.

line stitfiess,

A JURY OF GENTLEMEN

famous for their taste and style iy dress
passed upon the merits of our

MADE-TO-ORDER CLOTHING

long ago.* They decided, as all must,
that it is perfect in every particular.
They continue to favor us with their
orders because we have reduced tailoring
to an art and can give not only correct
fit and the best workmanship, but also
the best value.

C. L. Meyers & Co.

Men’s Tailoring - Ladies’ Tailoring.
276 Portage Ave., Opp. Y.M.C.A,

Made for
- Northwest Wear.

Stanfield’s Unshrinkable Un-
derwear is planned and knitted
especially for Northwest winters,
It defies the worst blizzard that
comes down from the Klondyke
-—keeps you snug and warm, no
matter how low the thermometer

ngtanﬁeld’s
Unshrinkable
Underwear

is soft, silky Nova Scotia wool
—with the shrink taken out,
It is knitted in all sizes to
comfortably fit every figure—
and holds its shape, no matter
how often washed.

Every garment is guaranteed
absolutely unshrinkable,
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