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[S THERE "FAITH" ON THE EARTH?

Amid the signs which portend danger to the creeds of orthodoxy may be

ranked the addresses of two eminent Canadian Presbyterian delegates to the

Pan-Presbyterian Synod. These worthy men advocated thc necessity of a

complete revision of the church standards ; cvidently without perceiving that

in a mere change of the Ilfaith," by which salvation is supposed to bc effected,

no permanent cure ivili be found. Even the popular clerical subterfuge at

present prevalent-that it is oniy salvation by ineans of "faith"I whichi the se

standards teach-cannot long satisfy the rcviving life (f the varjous sects. The

fact thrust upon us by experience must be acknowledged, viz., that it is by

verks that truc knowledge, true intellectual belief, can alone be reached. An

outice of experiment, i. e., experience, is worth several pounds of doctrine. To

cease to injure others--" to cease to do evil "---is the human or negative side of

Illearning to do well'" Fideiity of purpose to shun cvii to othiers wrought ont

into act is the only Ilfaith " in which common-sense, to say nothing of religion,

can sec any prospect of salvation, physical, moral or spiritual. Thus to merge

self in that "lpure river of the water of life " in which Jehovah has manifested

Himself-thus to be bofne aiong by the Divine life of our Lord in His Infinite

current of usefulness, is to receive in our finite degree that Infinite Love xvhieh

lives in Infinite Wisdom, and continualiy acts out into deeds Infinite gentleness,

healing, and help.
That the foremost men in the Presbyterian Chureh, so rigidly Calvinistic

in its creeds, shouid begin to be smitten with a sense of its incomplete grasp of

truth is mierely a sign which foreshadows changes that may alter its whole

intellectual. landscape. The theological idea of Ilfaith " wvhichi is mental assent

to a series of dogmas xvhich are but mountains of falsity commemorative of the

state or condition of heart and mmnd of past ages, must be entirely overthroxvn

by the working out towards the surface of the internai life dcrived f rom al)OvC,

tili something like a moral e4rthquake is observable, and men begini to sec

Ilfaith," not in its theological and man-derived meaning but in its Biblical

interit, viz: fidelity of heart or wili to the promptings of conscience. IlFaith'

is flot truth ; neither the assent that a fact îs a fact. II Faith"' is the fidclity el

the whole nature of man to its several parts, created to co-operate voluntarily

each with each. The combination of will, thought and act in useftîlness 15

Ilfaith," because that is fidelity to the naturai, spiritual and celestial laws or

which man's constitution is based. Not one of these, separated from the other

has anycelement of fideiity or Ilfaith" witbin it. Can it be truiy called Ilfaith'

to will to shuni evi], an-d flot to seek and find, by the intellect, a means to d<

it ? Can that be Il faith " which ses a means of avoiding cvii, and neithe:

wills to avoid it, nor ceases to commit it? What kinid of faith is that whicl-

desiring to avoid evii, and knowing bow to do it, does not cease its cvii actions

How then can a man be saved from sin by simply believing that he is, agains

the evidences of bis senses and bis own intimate knowledge of himnself and hi

actions? And how can Jebovab, whose Infinite Love and Infinite Wisdoî

are such that He ever preserves His creatures in that similar freedom of wvi

to His own wvhichi constitutes themi men, save thema from the consequences

their transgressions, uinless they, in their freedom, desire to be saved from th

transgression itself? luis own Divine Laws, the constitution wvhich. the Infini

Wisdomn of luis Infinite Love lias seen best, and most blessed ultimately, fi

men, would need to be reversed ere.any sucli process of legerdemaini cou

possibly be effected. Il Made in His image," wve cannot be unmade by Hi

without destroying utterly our free xviii, our free life which, like Ilevcry goc

and perfect gift, cometh down fromi the Father of Ligbts " xvhose Wisdom

ineffable, whose Ligbt is the Light of Eternal Truth.

It is indeed truc that Calvinistic and Preshyterian creeds were nlot on

revised but opcnly acknowvledged as erroneous-that saivation is not from t

consequences of sin but from the sin itslf-that salvation is flot by assent tc

form of sound words but is a graduai process of regencration-that regenerati

is the graduai overcoming, by the Lord, of our evii with His good if wveb

consent by desiring honestly and showing earnestly to cease to do cvii. Regeî

ration is but the return of man to the orderly life for ivhichi man's beîng is alo

fitted, but which cannot be effected even by the Lord (with ail reverence b

spoken) unless by a voluntary cessation on our part of disorderly desire, thou~

and deed. The leading minds of the various sects dimly pcrceive already t]

such truth is seen to contain wîthin it truc life by those who are flot of

outward and visible "lchurch " but shall rank themselves as of the "lworl

It'is thc supposed mission of the Il church " to save the Ilworid." Insti

tively they feel that the process is being revcrsed as far as outwvard appearan

go. Ail honour to them that they try to urge the church. not to forsake

charge.
An equally significant sign is the attitude assumed towards creeds

sects by men of high inteilectual culture. The Bystander is right in its rec

assertion that scientifie men, and philosophers such as Herbert Spencer, s

the unknowabie and entertain a reverence for Him whichi is not mnspircd

any delineation yielded by our existing creeds as by conventional religious

established.
N Xor are other and lower, more merely naturai, signs lacking. TI

.form perhaps the strongest reason why the churches should again fae

n LAND AND LORDS.

In the issue of the SPEý'CTATOR of October 2nd xviii be found an article by
"fSaxon," in xvhicb several discrepancies occur. It is somiewhat amusing that
" Saxon " should imagine that satire is argument, and when he informs us that

te "immoral designs presented in the guise of wholesome measures of reform are

Idto reekon among tbose forces xvhich seem constantly tending towards revolu-

ni tion," be forges that describing "lmeasures of reform "as "limmoral desigris"'

)dis not proof that they are so, and lic also forgets that "feform " is usually con-

isidered Il vholesomc." lue is therefore somewhat mistaken in rcgarding
",reform" and immoral designs as synonymous. luis view of the hand question is

lyalso superficial, and it is not to ho regarded as forming a question to be decided

he by the land-owners ahone. We, are welh awarc of the adverse vote with which

a "lThe Irish Dîsturbance Bill " ivas met, though ive doubt Il Saxon's " state.

m11ients as to the Ilattenuated majority," but kuowing as we do that thus

utt "ladverse vote" was given by parties fulhy as much intercsted in their own.

n-sehfislh principles as in the rights of humanity, we cannot but regard this

ne adverse vote as an index of the personal feelings of the representatives, and

it not by any means as a gauge of the feelings of the constituents. The Liberal

Ttparty wvas clected through the xvonderful oratory of Mr. Gladstone, combined

~cwith the understanding that it ivas to redress the lan-d wrongs. This was the
t case in the agricultural districts, while on the contrary in the cities, th e-Con-;

ervtives did flot lose their previous majority in anything hike the sameë ra,tio.

nc- That the charge of selfighness is untrue is maintained by "1,Saxon," who

ces argues that those representatives who are landoxvners are kcnowna to bc, « bu-

its marie, chivaîrous and honourable; loyal to their sovereign and country,, and in

purity of life quite the equals of any other class of Her Majestyl& subjects!'

and This may ahi be very truc ; but the other classes withini certain limiig ma,make

ent the saine dlaim, and with as good a show of jus,tice-,sq t~,e,1iX other,

eek chasses, who are in the majority, are of the opinion tbat the -land, 1aw need

by reform, and ive are justified in claiming that.teshaWs ought to be csamined

law into and altered, if need be. We also agreç with .,1 ýaxop"ht the rwbIe-e

men are loyal to their country, aud, we aotinthey qrQ, extremehy, loyal tQ,

icse the land. To speak of a measure for preventixPg .uýqes5 anA cruel e.vjctiQný a$

the one invoiving confiscation of the phainest, rightp qf, prop.erty.is, a, statemept

question of creeds. That arch-herctic, Colonel Ingersoli, is actually beginning

to build up) as iveli as tear dlown. His last lecture on "lWhat shall we do to be

savcd ?" is almost as constructive as it is destructive. Ie bases his teachings

of morality, or righit living, on thc words of our Lord and Master, those words

of I-is which every rationai man miust sec cani safely be takcn in their literai

sense as the highest and best prccepts for thc guidance of daily life. Some of

our Lord's divine uitterances cýn indecd be only spiritually discussed. These

he naturally, as yet, coolly dîscards as interpolations of a more recent date.

These views of the Colonel di'splay a state of .mind and heart which will find

its echo in many a hungry soul ici this our day. Vet none save those inwhQmn

charity is an icnknown quantity cani fail to rejoice that already this arch-heretiç

bas begun to preach the gospel of love to man and love to God, so far as he

understands it in its literai or natural sense, to a large class of hearers whom

our churchcs do not reaeb, and cannot reach so long as they bold to-creeds

xvhich have become mental monstrosities neither possible nor desirable to work

out into act in this cnlightened açge. It is not necessary to particularize. The

weak spots are well known to the orthodox and heterodox. Col. Ingersoll's

broad charity towards sects of ail grades is worthy of imitation. Hue admits

cheerfully that men may and do I*.ve kindly, honest, useful lives even although

they may give their assent tol an absurd creed. Are there none of these bold

enough tu imitate lis Catholie spirit and invite him to address their people

under the walls of their church? It is unnecessary to make any apology for

the suggestion. luis last lecture if delivered in any orthodox church would in

itself bc a suflicient apology to any intellectual congregation who are glad to

sec truth natural or spiritual aeknowledged by those whom they consider Il out

of the way." The contrast betwecn this lecture and his Il oration on the gods"

or bis Il mistakes of Moses " 15 a signi of progrcss in thotight îvbich ought to

deiight ail wlio scek the welfare of Col. Ingersoli as well as their other brethern,

And in so far as it is a psychological fact that thought is not tbe origin of life.

but the resuit of it, there is nu reasoni to doubt that sncb progress in thought is

caused by a growing purity of xviii or life.

Quotations from biis lecture xvould be out of place here. Enough bas

been said to show those who care to sec that the Ilworld " outside of the

Icburch " stili reccives of the Lord's life and gives it expression*in thought,

word or deed in the manner best suited to its own needs. The outward and

visible Ilchurch " may help but it cannot hinder. Tt would be better if it

'had charity cnough witbin it to enable it to cea 'se to binder. Then possibly it

might be taught of God how to help. Beliefs are vatious and tend to separate,

They are the formative principle-nût the life principle. Love is hife, therefore

chiarity is a one ni ail and tends to unity, because hife in ahi is from the One

~'Divine Source. It is charity xvbieh constitutes a cburcb. Therefore there is a
? lchurcli " in the il4' rl.


