
CONS TRUC TION

the public in architecture is the objeet lesson of
go od design.

.Al.creative art mnust have a motive. Guad-
et, in bis wonderful '. Couys d 'Architecture,''1
re.veals the .basic inthflýençe -which governs our
ar. in an illuninating,,phrase. ''The great Ar-
c]-itect of a period,"11 says lie, " is its social con-
dition; the,. technician realises, but doos not cre-
ate, the aspirations of bis time." Yet, wbile it
remains,,.true that architecture refleets, and
writes in stone, the history of its time, the leg-
end 15 no.. mere transcript, but a conception
wlbe7ebyghef.ertiliýsinig suggestion is transrn-ated
vý-talised, and.perfected. Versailles owed its
existenceto. the autocratie spiendour of Louis
XIV.,. but t:tlýq,..inids that created it were th ose
of Manisa-,rd, of Le Notr * ,.jandIe Brun.

The pageant of .Versailles lias p'assed into
the- Shades; ,there breathes no wind of life
among, the phantomns of that. splendid *Court;
alonle;. 4he'artists' work rema-ins, immortal. To
us--as ià dici to them-in-spiration mnust corne
frou)l:thelivinig world, fromn them.that..are nigli
to us, from the resistless, limitless future. For
good or iii, the old Order'ý.is well-nigh gone; the
short retrospect of .our. own 1ives i tells of a
mighty social change, and in-the fruition of the
new State, Architecture mnust fulfil its glorions
part. ''Did you, O 'frienid,'' said, Whitmran,
" suppose Deinocracy!iwas only f or elections, f or
politics, or -for a pa:rty name?" and, " To the
men and women of a country, its îesthetics fui--
nish materials: a.nd suggestions of -personality,
and enf orce tlier in a thousand eff ective ways."1

.Adrnitting-as we.nmust-the value of Art to
Derocracy, its inti ;ate connection with the

moral welfare of:a people, we cannot but ap-
plaud the t.attitude of I-IM.. Governme-iitwith re-.
gard to the national, H-ou.sing Sceie. Despite
politi cal reasonis f-or. rectinig houses with:head-
long liurry, despite: attack by those witliout
kno.cwledge of thei prodiglo-us work involved iii
the preparationi.,* ïï of. even a moderate-sized
scheme (and minay.aÉe ona scale neyer before
conceived iii this âr any other country), the De-
partment charged with its- administration lias
steadfastly iinsisted on standards, ofsound- de-
sign and construction. B th the Prime: Mini-
ser. and Dr. Addison have madecleax. their de-
ter.mination that the land shahl not be.,covered

wtïheabominations of thie old-ýtime specUla7
toi:' Their reward shall be an lEnglaiîd of finer
instincts, riéher f or a noble pleasure,. Ardui-
tects -to thie surprise of many- aré no*wv officiai-
ly recognised as those most properly fitted to*de-
si,' hônses, to plan the lay-out wnd extension
ofj ouùr cities and towns. We are gratef iii for
that redognition; 1I do not hesitate to sa.y we are
giving,,of;.our very be'stin:return.,

.Tor those inmpatient for resuits, let-me say
that Economy in building is eff ected, hot 1-ý ;the

omission of ornamental deta-ils-and, indeed, it
is but a poor design which needs themn-but, by
minute stucly of the Plan, and Construction,
upon whose importance 1 have already insist-
cd. ''Plan''" means far more thani the arrange-
ment of roonis; it comprises the scrutiny of
èevery foot of ground, its'contours and subsoil,
whereby foundation work is saved; it covers
the econlornical disposition and grading of roads,
the aspect of ecdi bouse-site, the water-supply,
lighting, drainage, and -iii mnany cases -reason-

cd investigation of the general and local social
problenis incident to the formation of a to.wn-
ship. "Construction," too, inay be but a smnall
thing, mn-for exarnple-a cottage:roof; but to
perfect it, so that wood, slate, lead, and la;bour
may be, reduced in ecdi of several hiundred co»t-
tages, will perhaps need days of work and ex-
perirnent. And the thme lost iii preliminary
study is regainied niany fold in the end. To
produce in bulk sucli c6Thparatively simple
tbings as shells needed months of preparation,
but, when organisation was complete, they pour-
cd forth like water from a pierced dam. So,
bouses, far mo-re comiplex constructions than
sheils, will presently arise as by enchantment;
tbe process lias already beguni.

Like Religion, Architecture, if it is to profit
a nation, must be part of its *daily life. It is in
Plan tha.t lies the truc economy-prevention of
waste. Waste of tiuae and energy, wandering
about the tortuous passages of tube stations,
where lifts are planncd remiote fromn trains, and
fatuonus stairs intervene bctween thcm and the
platfornms. Waste of propcrty, in the squalid
hinder-paîts of mainiline stations, untidy
sl)rawling aveas dotted witli lamentable sheds,
and linked by bridges whose building lias dark-
ened and desolated streets of bouses; waste
whi<'h defiles and depresses whole communities.
I mention"-1 backs,"1 because Architecture is mat-
ter niot only, as is sometimos thouglit, for.-fronts,
but equally for backs and sides; for ail, in short,
tha *t connotes orderly, cleanly life, and the
beauty of efficiency.

My predecessor in this Chair bas addressed
you in tirne of War; to me, more f ortunate, it is
given to take up hi*s arduous duties freed froni
the obsession of those dreadful days. In open-
ing our first Session since the De9laration of
Peace, 1 weicomie and conigratulate those mem-
bers who.bave served their Country and return-
cd ini safety. If I do not at this moment dwell
upon our losses, it is not that we are unimind-ful;
we do niot f orget the gallant comr-ades -who once
sat with us. 'The Royal Institute lias bad its
full share of bitterness.

MTar, like Architecture, is an Art, and is
practised "'according to plan." Its princîples
demand tie saine insistence on a leading motive,
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