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icy of the league was to encourage young
shots.  (Applause.) ¥ Difference ofopinion
had arisen about the use of the Snider in
their matches. Many would have prefer-
red the Martini, but his opinion was that
the leagu: matches should be shot with
the rifle the foree is supplied with§
but he hoped before long the change would
come. He was glad to sce the great in-
terest centered in the league all over the
Dominion, from the Minister of Militin
down. II¢ then called upon the secreta
ary to read his report.

Major Delnmere, sccretary, read the fol-
Jowing report:

“Gentlemen,—In making my fourth an-
nual report of the Canadian Military Riils
League, 1 have again to congratulate th.
leagur on its continued success. This year
there were 133 teams entered, as against
132 last year; but when you ‘take into
consideration the strong iceling in favor
of the Martini-Henry rifle, it shows loyal
support givea to the arm with which th»
nilitia fo ¢ of Canada is at present armed.
Tho leagu. is again indebted to the Min-
ister of Miii.ia, not only for the handsom.
prize he hus donated for cowpetition, Lul
also in issuing necessary ammunition to
all teams (ntered in the league in 1393.
The president of the league, Lieuti-Col.
Hen. J. M. Giibson, hus givin «gain an ex-
ccedingly handsome and valuable trophy
10 be competed for by teams vicked from
dijierent corps who have shot in this years
watches, and the highest aggregate of
sever named men, together with the three
highest men not named in the Hamilton
Powder Cowmpany’s, the Macdougall, the
Dominion ol Canada and the Minister ol
Militia matches of the Dominion Rifle As-
sociation to count for the prize. I have
also tocall the attention of the leagne to
the evident desire of tiose competing to
carry out the rules of the competitiont
There is o matter which i think deserves
the attention of the commanding officers
of military corps, and that is that the
British Columbia brigade of garrison ar-
tillery, consisting of only four batteries,
has entered and fired through the compe-
tition no less than seven teams of 10 men.
This is more than any other corps in the
force hax done, and [ cannot see why others
do not take as much interest in irying
to improve the shogting quality of their
men. In conclusion, I wish to say that
having occupied the positign of eccretary
of the league for two years, and baving
2iven my 0:st attention to it, I can fairly
ask to be relieved from duty, and to hop.
that my efforts in carrying out the ar-
rapgenients of the league have jn g small
way been of some bencfit to the militia
force in th: way of rifle shootingy”

Prize winners. Ten Men Teamg—Military.

berb 1o o Pta.
1—Ttl Batt. London - - - - 8

2—45th Bn.tt Lindsay - - - :3,310
3—1st team 13 Batt., Humilton - 3,275
4+—96th Batt., Port Artaur - - :., 242
H—13th Batt., (sccond team) - - 3,236
6—Halifax balnson Artillery - - .»...()7
T—48rd Batt., (first team), Ottu.\a 3,194
8—6th I«usllms Montreal, - 3,194
9-G. G. I G, 0.tawa -~ - . . 3,143

Next in order—12th Batt. , Toronto, 3.121;
Q. 0. R.. 3,114 ; 20th Batf., Milton, 3,107
Ten Men 'lmms—lhllt. Assocmtlons—

i Pta.
1—Guelpk Rifle Association - - 3,289
—Hespeler Rifle Association - "- 3,148

S—0Orilin Ritle Associntion - - 3,064
Next ia order—King’s County (N. 8.) R.
A, 2,996; G. T. R R: A., 2,937 ; Hampton,
(N. B.) R. A., 2,898.
20 Men Teams—Military—3 prizes—

Pts

1—13th Batt - - - - - - 6610

—43rd Batt. - - - - - 6,221
.i—4oth Batt (Lmdsay and Bowman-

vnlle) - - - - - 6,162

Next in order—Q. O. R., 6,047 ; Halifax
G. A, 5,973.
30 Men Teams—2 prizes—

Pte.
1—18th Batt. - - « - . 9435
2—43rd Batt. - - - -« - - 9,080
Next in order—Q.G.R.
40 Men Teams—1 prize—
Pts.
13th Hamilton - - - - < 12239
Next in order—43rd Batt., 11,683.
50 Men Teams—1 prize—
. Pts.
13th Hamilton - - - - - 14,951
Next in order—43rd Batt., 13,785.
60 Men Trams—-1 prize—
' Pts.
13th Battalion - - - - - 17214
Next in order—Q.O.R.
70 Men Team—1' prize— -
’ Pts.
BooGA - - - - - - 13840
Jadge wigners—S. Sgt. Goodwin, Tt
Batt., 364. I,t.\\'m:L:mgxtmth,‘Inmplon,
R.AL 3635 N Set. John Ogg, tuelph, 385
I‘to. W. Robson. 7th Batt., 358.

Major Sam Hugh s. M.1., moved, second-
ad by Major M:ison, that the -eport be
adopted. Th motion was earvied.

Licut. Crooks, the treasurer, veported
a balance on hand of about $50 niter pay-
ing all expenses.

The prizes for the 10-men teams were
presented by Hon. Mackenzie 3owell and
Hon. J. M. Gibson. .

Major-General Herbert was invited to
present  the other prizes and to preface
the act by a speech, The major-general
spoke as follows : “I will not waste th-
tims of this meeting by mere :ompliment-
ary remarks, since I feel sure that there
are many here who hope, and perhaps ex-
p.ctes, that I should give some more solid
comfort, something that they can take
home ax o pledge of & good time comiag.
and that they can tell to comrides who.
though not here, have helped to keep up
the love of rifle shooting through o long
peviod of dikcouraging ci.cumstances. (Ap-
plouse) I do nei know whether I shall
be able to satisfy these hopes. I can only
state a few facts, and if these are
wot sufficient I shall have to refer you to
those whe are greater than I, and who
have acquired by training and 2xperience
the art of giving pleasing answers to all
questions. (Laughter) You will, no doubt,
remember that a vote was taken in Par-
linment this y.ar for improved small arms.
I war subsequontly commissioned to con-
tult with the highest technical authorit-
ies in LEagland with o view
how to obtain the
woney voted

to sletermine
best value for the
In pursuance of my instrue-
tiong, I have made arrangewents y which,

. without exceeding the small vum placed

at my disposal, there will be delivered
in Canada in the course of the next two
monthe a consignment of the ritive which
I hope to see eventvally in  the handa of
every Canadian militin man. (Loud cheers.)
By the arrnngements which I propose to
make, and I hope that the Government
will in this give me its necessary and sub-
stantial approval. it will be possible for

every battalion in this country to make
the acquaintance of the Martini-Metford
rifle by this time next year.v (Loud
¢heers.) [ have no apprehenslon as to the
result of that acquaintance. I believe the
wineral verdiet will coincide wich the opin-
ion of one of the best authorities in Eng-
lund on small arms, who declares the Mar-
tini-Metford “ the best single loader that
has ever boen tried at Enfield.” I think
that if this result is obtained the country
will have no reason to find fault with the
manner in which the money voted thiy
yeur has boen spent, and that ihere need
be no hositation about proceeding with
those measures, which I carnestly advo-
vate, for the gradual and systematic re-
armiay ot “the militia foree. I bave fucthor
made arrangements which, i iinally ap-
p.oved by the Government, should cans:
the catire disappearance of both the Sni-
dev and the Martini-Henry ritles from the
Lominior Association matches oi 1894. |
do not piopose 1o lead you into the maze
of ligures conmeeted with this questiow,
uo: would it be proper for me to say more
in an.icipation of the dieision which must
b prowounced on it by those in whos:
bande, resis the direction of the policy of
thix country with regard (o this and gther
matters, 1 shall not, however, be trans-
giessing the bounds of official rescive in
saying that the manner in which import-
ant questions couctrnigyy  the Cefence ol
this part of the cmpire have ceceatly been
appivached by  Canudian  statesmen  of
Loih political pucties inspires me with fyil
conlidence  that this guestion also will
be dealt with in o practical and statess
manlike spirit. (Cheers.) 1t has been my
dudy to poiat out in o report  that has
been before the pubiie, that rearmament
doss not ouly involve the purchase of o
certaia swumber ol pew vifles, vut it also
includes the poovision of o suitable am-
muniiion aud rifle vanges, und of the mens-
ures n.eessary to preserve the arms in
good conditiont, The caleulation of coxd
therelore,  bocomes a somewhat compli-
cated affatre, iavolving the distribytion of
a capital  expenditure over a series of
years. I will only say this in reference
to th: question of cost, and wind, this is
not a random statement, but one which 1
bave carefully considered. For cvery year
that this country delays its earmaent
it will increase the ultimate sost of that
rearmament by $50,000. What I mean is
this: Had the rearmament been begun a
year ago it would have saved tiae country
$50,000. If it is put off again next year
it will cost the country another $30,000,
il two ycars $100.000, and so vn annually
in a p.ogression, th. sum of which it is casy
to culeulute. I assume that regrijameit
must take place sooner or later, if any
military force is "to be kept up in this
country, and if the operation is postponed
for five yrars the cost of the country will
be o quarter to a million more than if
it were Dbegun to-da_yz. (Uear, Lear) 1
will trespass on your paticnce only a mo-
ment more. It may interest you to hear
some more details of the weapon I have
mentioned. You have beard its charseter.
oud it has other points to recommend
itself, Kirst, its bullistic qualitics arc the
same a8 those of the Lee-Metford, the im-
perial army rifle, and the awmunition that

.



