E - AMARON 1L,
T the Edilor of Ts TRUE WITNESS !
:81r,~TIncalculable are the advantages
ariging.frem the perusdlof a dnily paper.
News of rome sart must be found and
dished 'up ‘for the daily pabolum of a
hoet of readers, without which stimulus
- they sre apt tc retire grumbling and
disestisfied to their couch. Among other
items of non-interesting matter, I noticed
in a late number of the Star that a
meeting of the Ministerial Aszsociation
- had taken place, with the view of estab-
lishing & French Protestant paper in the
intercat of the benighted Catholic popu.
lation of Lower Canada. By referring
to the Daily Witness of Qctober 25, we
fearn that & caxtain Rev. A. C. Amaron
is the moving spirit of the enterprise.
Heis prabably a near relative of the
pioneér Colporteur of the same name,
who flourished some thirty or forty years
ago,and whoge marvellous exploits were
daly chronicled in the pages of The
Aurore—now hapnily defunct. There is
every reason to hope that the Rev., A.
O. Amaron LI, will adopt the tactics and
tread in the foots:eps of his illustrious
namesake. By a novel and wgenious
sysiem of mapping out the country
Amaron I. was enabled, without fear of
detection or contradiction, to furnigh
the Aurore with the mwst glowing ac-
counts of his success in the parish of
X——, where he found ali the penple
bungering fur the Word : .or it might be
8 covked up report of a windy contest
with the w: althy and rotund Cure Y —
in the miserable and Gol-fursaken parish
of 8t. L——, whom he utterly cun-
funded and nponplussed. May his
memnry be ever green in the unnals o
French-Canadian evangel'zation, After
all, there does appenr 1o be & necessity
for establishing & French Protestant
n-wspaper, if we are to give credit to
the sssertion of Rev. A. C, Amaron, as
recorded in the Witness of Oct. 25. Aec-
conling to the rev. grntleman, the
pumber of French Prolestants in Mont-
real amounted to upwards of 8000,
aud they had nine places of worship.
Jt ia well to bave some reliable
data of their number, as sneh
will help us to figure ont the sum
tutal in Lower Canada. You have, no
doubt, remsrked a statement not infre-
quently made at the sitlings of the
Miunisterial Aesociation,—that * wheraas
forly years ago there was not a single
Freuch Cunadian convert to Protestant-
ism, at 1he present day tliey numbered
forty thousand.” To my certain know-
« lecge, 1 bhave seen that 0.d lorse trotted
out snnually for proud inspection during
the Jast twenty years. The problem is
to account fur that very respectable
figure, Granted —argum«nti cavsa—
that there do exist 1 Munireal three
thousand French Protestants, I deny
that they are all of French-Canadian
extraction. Many have come from
old Frarce, Beigium or Swiiger-
Iand, A tull attendance at each
of the nine churchies would give g little
over tbree hundred. It is lrir to concede
that at least one hundred and fiity
should be the average attendance pres-
eut ‘I have never seen an)thing ap-
po.aching that number at either of the
t v0 thatllie in my way,—namely, Ruesell
Hall, und the Baptist meetling house in
Mange Sireet. At the former place of
worship the attendance rarely resches a
bake:’s dozen ; at the latter, 1 bave ob-
sarved frum twenly to twenty-five
emtrging at the conclusion of the ser-
- vice, This lukewarmnees or apathy on
the pari of their converts does not how-
ever seem o trouble the gentlemen of
the Ministerial Awsociation. When they
have once succeeded in per-uading a
French Canadian to accept the Bible in-
stead of the Chureh, * the pillar and
around of trutb,” as the sole rule of
faith and practice, ha may cume to
meeting cr stay away according as in
olination or the stile of the weather
may suggest. I will now attempt to
solve this 40,000 cuivert problem from
the meagre data furnishéd by "Rev.

Amaron—namely, 8,000 in the city of

Montreal. By inverse ratio,—(as in the
.case of the bread prublem-now agitating
:the publie,—the cheaper the flour, the
larger the loaf for the same maney.)
~Quebeo ought to.furnish a gontingent ui
&t Jeast . 7,000; = Three Rivers, - 8,
Hysroiuthe and  Sherbrooke,. with. the

- .outlying -willsges and . mudicip1ties,
" 18,000 & piece;: Luchine, Laprairieand the.
. ;"ggqte,at,an_biz.d ‘ludians: ot Q<a wiltna:
.,«doubt_ cheerfully . contribute the 8,000:
o balance, o ol 0 )
. e Temark of Rev. A.C. Amaron

1'lanca  between

will now occupy our attention. In the
peroration of his sermen, “he compared
the Roman-Cathulic Church to & light-
keeper who had lighted bis signal lamps,
but had-forgotten to draw up the blinds
from the lighthoiise windows; and 8o
the light not shining forth as it had been
intended to do, ships were wrecked on
the surrounding rocks for lack of & bea-
con to guide them.” If such were really
the case, the light must bave been of
supra-incandescent power, when pene-
trating through blinds and stone walls, it
illnmined the heaxt and sonl of such men
as Card, Manning, Card, Newman, and a
host of other celebritiea of every denom-
ination of Cunristiang who, perplexed
with the ever changing and flickering
hght from the beacun of Protestantiam,
sought and found what their utmost
hearts longed for,—rest and {reedom
from doubt in the bosom of the Catholic
Church. The conversion of such men,
reared from infanoy in the bright light
of the so-called pure Gospel, must be un-
accountable to Lbe reverend gentlemen
of the Ministerial Association ; but what
is still more unaccountable is the cry
from & bundred pulpits—*"\Whatshall be
done tu aitract the masses 1”7 As il in
despair of accomplishing a task go easy
of fulfilment to the Catholic Chureh,
they are oblized to turn round and offar
the unattractive light to the French-
Cinadian. They cannot bear to see him
happy and coutented in the faith of his
fathers, in the bosom of the uni-
versal Chureh,—the same in the nine-
teenth as in the first century j—though
ol, yet ever young and v.gorous—still
fulBiling her divine mission to teach the
nations, and «fering the pure oblation,
foretuld by the prophet Malachi, from
the rising tn the setting of the sun. You
crunot, Rev. Amaron, and gentlemen
of the Ministerinl Association.—you
cannot undermine the deep rooted fuith
ol the simple and devout French-Cana-
dian by such inad quate means as a
French Protestant newspaper. As well
sttempt to demolieh the Church of Notre
Dame with & pea-shooter. True, you
may break here and there a few panes of
glass, which are sure to be replaced later
on by others equully good if not better.
If & general or even partial apostacy

doomed to take place, uch as would
ratiefy the loftiest aspirations of Rev. A.
C. Amaron I1,, it must owe its existence
to other wespons than & Freach news-
paper. As earthquakes are generated
not ia the fgir oper sky, but in the dark
and holluw caverns of the earth,—eo the
earthquake that msy yel shake and
overthrow the Church in Canada must
be found lurking somewhere in her own
busom. All the upheavings and convul-
sions in the Chiurch of the bygone ages
owed their origin to wicked and ambi-
tious meu in bher own communion, and
never to the arguments and preaching
of a'iens whether pagan, Mahommedan
ur Christian. Arius, Mniche s, Nestor
iaus and many ol r heresinrchs inflicted
deep though not deadly wounds on her
fuir form and rubbed her of thousands
of her chiluren. Her ancient fues
are nearly all dead and gone
to their account, but gshe s
utill alive showing no sign of decrepitude
or decay, and the Nestorians in the Bast,
like wandering sneep, are once more
seeking re admissivn into ber fuld. But
the rudest shock to which she was ever
subjected, and from which she haa been
visivly and undeniably straightening
hermelf up during the past fity years,
was the rebelliun of Luther, Calvin,
Cranmer, Kuox and their compeers dur
g the 10ih century. With the conni-
vance and wid of Lbe civil power, and in
1he name of the Alizighty, deeds of van-
dalism wers perpetrated, more sspacially
by Knox, that st the present day would
Isnd theic authors in the penitentiary.
Tne motto of the latter firebrand, when
encouraging the infuriated rabble to
acts of destruction, was—"Pull down
the nests and the crows will flee awa’, »
8, perished nearly all of the splendid
temples and other monuments of piety
erecied by our Catholic forefathers to
the worship of the True G xd. Well may
their descendants, when viewing the few
that remain entire in the possession of
aliens and the multitude of others, ma-
jestic even in ruin, exclaim in the words
ot Virgil—"Hus ego versiculos feci, tulit
alter houores.” It wuy man could have
inflicted permanent barm on the chu.ch
in Canada, that:man was - Charles Cisini-
quy. He had all the- elognence, energy.

feom the old 1aith in Canada is ever

- that it can be guarantesd.

wnd -indumitible will of Kuaox. There
‘are undoubtedly other poiuts of resemb- |-
lanca’. en”the. two worthies: with
‘which_ it'is. 20t ‘my province to. deal.

What prevented him from acting the
role of the Scottish reformer? If he
failed, it was not fur want «f the sinews
of war. He obtained from numeroug sym-
pathisers at the outside $30,000 10 accom-
plish the task, and how much more after-
wards I cannot eay. The Catholic Church
in Canada is, however, in_the meantime
standing as straight and perpendicular
as when, soattering all his vows to the
four winds, he was ejected from her
bosom. Notwithstanding s _plentiful
supply of the ® mammon of inignity,”—
in spite nf the sympathy of his numerous
and wealthy protestant sllies, Charles
Chiniquy, D.D., failed to become the
Knox of Canada, He had not the civil
power &t his back as in days of yore;—
the guardians on the lofty walls of Jeru:
salem were ever on the watch, and like
faithful dogs were not then, no more
than now, afraid to bark at the approach
of sn enemy.- .

I can well remember liatening, nigh
filty years ago, to the impassioned elo-
quence of & yonng priest in the unfinigh-
¢«d hall of the Bonsecours msarket, and
likewise in the parish charch of Notre
Dame, crowded to the doors with a vas!.
mulititnde of enthusisstio admirers.
That young priest was the Rev. Charles
Chiniqny, who, like anothier St. Dominic
of the fluming torch, devoled his magni-
tficent talents to the cause of virtue, tem-
perance and the defence of the chuich.
“Heu! quantum mutatusabillo!” Alas!
how low has fallen the Star of the Morn-
ing! But will he carry his lately ac-
quired honors of Dr.of Culvinistic Di-
vinity beyond the tomb? God forbid.
Let us rather hope and pray that when
the angel of death shall be huvering pich,
he may be fonnd clasping the crueifix,
and uttering with trembling lips the
holy names of Jusus, Maxy, Joseph,

A. G. GraNT,
CEE———

RIS NEWS,

Bishop Duggan, of Clonfert, celebrated
his eightieth birthday on the 11:th ule,

The Cork C rporation has granted a
sum of £30 fur prizss for tonic sulfa
competitions among the children attend-
the various primary schools of the city.

It is announced that 8ir Henry Bel-
lingham, Bart., of Castlehellingham, lies
serinugly ill from the effects of ty phoid
fever. .

Bishap Nalty, of Maath, has promoted
the Rev. M. Bracken from the curacy of
Tulinmore 1o the paslcrate of Baliine-
brackey. Ths Rev. Patrick Gilsenan,
curate at Middlesbyuro’, has been trans-
ferred to Tullamore.

Bishop Nulty has transferred the Rev.
C. V. Crinion, curate at Kilcloon, to
QOciatown, in snccession to the Rev, J
Dermody, transiated to Ballinabrackey,

A DPorter drowned at Dandulk.—A
voung quay porter named Poter Kearmey
was drowned at Dundalk while going on
board the ateamship Sylphael, from
which he was discharging coal at Mo-
Cormack's Quay. !

The Ladies of the Canfraternity of the
Sacred Heart and Children of Mary, of
Kilmore, Cavan, presented an address to
the Rev. James Flood, their curate, on
Nuov. 4, the eve of his departure for
America.

1he Franciscan Fathera of Merchant's
quay, Dublin, have received a fine oil-
pninting, a representation of the Holy
Face, which has bern placed on the
Gospel side of the high altar of their
church. Itis the work of a daunghter of
the celebrated Irish sculptor Hogan,

lous condition, with a slight
cough or cold, is all that I
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Is' offared

1 life in.Austialia. - Anotber brother bivld

whose ‘masterpieces, “Dead Christ,” in
Clarendon Street, and the atatnes of
0'Connell, in the City Hall, and Divies,
in Mount Jerome, are so much admired.
The artist is a member of the commu-
ity of the Loretto Abbey, Rathfarnham,

Ballaghhderin . begins to raise money
for the Evicted Tenante—The first cal-
lection for the Evicted Tenants Fund in
Balleghaderin was started on Nov. 17,
most auspiciously. Uubounded enthu-
sinsm was manifested. The subsacriptions
received, taken in conjunction with the
spirit displayed by the people, leave no
doubt that the collection will be the-
largest ever made in the locality.

Bishop O'Donnell makes a big rent re-
duction.—Bishop O'Donnell, of Raphoe,
bas intimated to the pgent of his pro-
perty at St. John's Point, that the
tenants have been granted twenty-five
per cent. reduction on the present year’s
rents. The Bishop has on former oc-
casions given froin twenty to thirly per
cent. abatement. The reductions are a
voluntary cession,

The Lord Chancellor haas, we nnderx.
stand, appointed Captain James O'Neill,
of Kiliowon, Rostrevor, to the Commia.
sion of the Peace. The appnintmsnt has
given considerable aatigfction. Ciplain -
O'Neili’s commission extends to Warren-
point and Kilkeel henches. He is the
6irat Nationalist who has heen appointed
to those benches for generations,

Moges Russell, of Glenonghty, waa
fonnd dead within sixty yards of his re-
eidence .on Nov. 9. [t appears the de-
ceased had been returning from - Letter-
kenny fair the day previous, accompani.
ed by a neighbor with whom, on reach.
ing his house, Mr. Russell stopped a
short time. S!arting shorily for hame,
about half 8 mile over the mountain,
and, not reaching it as snon as expected,
some of the family went to miet him,
and found him dead on his own land,
Death is believed to have been due to
disease of the heart.

A Portadown woman killed.—~Ann Cas-
sells, about sixty years of age, was knack-
ed duown a«nd run over, 1n Portadown,
on the 8th uit, by a horie and
cart, It appears that the home
bolted at the gonds staiion, where the
driver, Robrrt Wilson, was transacting
some husineas for his employer, Mr Wat-
son Wateon, of Ballast. The animal

dashed up John 8 reet at a furious
rate, and into Weat Sireet, where
the accident occurred, The injured

woman died two houra after the acci-
dent,

Colonel S8aunderson has retired from
his oolonelcy of the Cavan Militia. ft
wng never & viry ardaous post. Before
1886 Mujr Sauuderson was pupular

*1encugh, It will be remembered thit he

threatened to lead his men, who are
mostly Nutionalists, into the field
against Home Rule, since whick threat
he has only ventured to put in an ap-
pearance un the parade gronnds 1wo or
three times, His promotiun has gcne on,
nevertheless, and we believe he has even
received his pay.

OrpI¥ATIONS AT Carrow Corrrar.—
These students were promoted to Huly
Orders on Sund.y, October 20, at Bt,
Patrick’s College, Carlow, by the Rt.
Rev, Dr, Comerford, Coacjntor Bishop of
Kildare and Leighlin: To the prieat-
hood, the Rev. Jas. Roche, of Cloyne; '
to deaconship, the Reve. Patrick Rans-
batt, of Kildare; Francis Treacy, of
Wilcania; Elward Delaney, of S8and-
hurst, Victoria; to sub-deaconship, the
Revs. Daniel Riordun, of OChicago;
Patrick Keane, of 8an Francisco;
Michael McAuliffe, of Mxitland, NA.W.,;
Patrick Barry, of Florida. ‘

RicHARD LAror, THE NaTioxarrsr,
DEAD.~Mr, R:chard Lakr, foimerly
Member of Puarliament for one of the
divisions of Qneen’s County, dicd on the .
18th ult. at bis residence in Tenakill, .
Mr. Lalor, who was a civil engineer and
a tenant-farmer, belonged to a highly
respectable family that had been con-’
neoted with the representation of-
Queen’s County since Catholic Emanel--

)

pution, His father was a Member of::
Parlinment for the constitnency for  ~
many years, He was hinself firat re--
turned for the county (in company - with = -
Mr. Artbar O°Connor) at the General
Election - of 1880, He wns greatly res:
spected in: bis- district, Deceased ‘wag” -
a brother of Mr. Finton Laligiex. . .
Speaker of the Viotoria House 6f As-
sembly, who had a most adveiturons

it SR LT e,
.49 proprietors: of . this:, Ao g

-

‘& high position- fcr many years in the
Customs Department, Landan, * -
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