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RIGHT AND WRONG AMBITION,

—

“Thoro ! said a little shoe-black bey lo me
one day, a8 he gave a last touch to my boots,
and stuck his brushes into cach other with a
look of triumph, “thoro, they can't shine
more.” This boy had succeeded in life, and was
ut the top of his profession. Without striving
to force himself into some position for which he
wag unfitted, ho had aimed st succeeding in
his own line. This is tho right sorl of am-
bition, and it i one that we can ull gratify.

Wo may be sure that he who cannot play
well o subordinate part in the drama of life will
do no bottoer if given o highor role, The great
natursl philosopher, Faraday, who was the son
of ¢ blacksmith, wrole, whon & young man, to
Sir I, Davy, asking for omployment at the
Royal Institution, Sir H. Davy consulted a
friend on the matter, * Hero is a lotter from
young man numed Karadny; he has boeen at-
tonding my lectures, and wants mo to give bim

omploymont at the Royal Institution, What
can [ do?’ “Do? put him to wush bottles.
If he is good for anything, he will do it directly ;
if he rofusos, ho is good for nothing.” Faraday
washing bottles would be quito as successful a
man a8 Profossor Furaday lecturing at tho
Royal Institution, if both kinds of work were
equally well done. The carpontor who malkos
good chairs and tables, botter desorves u crown
than a king who cannot govern,  Wo must all
admire and considor successful the crossing
sweoper whose honost prido it was that ho
could do “an ornamontal piecce of nwoeping
round & lmnp-post!”

If | wore a cobblor, I'd make it my pride
The best of all cobblers to be ;

If I wore a tinkor, no tinkor besido
Should mond an old kottlo liko me.

“ Whatsoovor thy hand findeth to do, do it
wilh all thy might" is the motto of noble am-
bition, Tho other day I uskod o young oflicor
if ho played polo. “No,” ho said, *1 do not,
for 1 have not timo to practico it onough, ana 1
hato doing anything badly.” This is tho focl-
ing of © mun who is awmbitious in tho best
sonso of the word. Hoe hates doing anything
badly.

Tho late colobrated hewd master of Upping-
ham School used to say that every boy is good
for somothing. Probably wo who are grown up
aro all good for something, and would excol if
only wo would try todo soin our own lino.
This, howovor, is what wo do not do. lach
man wants o boast in another man’s lina,  He
thinks that in ordor o “ gol on™ und bo suc-
cossful ho must Jenvo tho state of life into which
ho was enllod by God,

Wo speak of man's “ ealling” in lifo, implying
by our words n bolief that God calls oach of us
to his own placo; that is, to tho place which he
is capublo of filling with tho groatest credit. By
giving to us certuin tastes and eapacitios, God
ealls us as cortainly as it wo hourd a voice from
hoavon, Ialse ambition says: * Loeave this
onlling as soon as possiblo, and force yourself
into a position which is more ‘ genteeol,’ into ono
which is prosided ovor by tho * bestial goddess
of comfort aud vespectability.’” From this
fulso ambition comos jonlousy, grief from loss of
fortuno, all tho torments of wounded solf-love,
and o thousand othor mental sutlorings—tho
commonly enumeratod moral causes of insanity.
Thoy aro griofs of u kind to which & man who
is ambitious in tho bostsonso of the word should
not fall & prey. Thoro noed be no disappointod
ambition if wo set boloro ourselves tho trueaim
in lifo, which is to amend ourselves, aud do our
“level best” in whatover sphere wo aro called
upon to work.

All rervice is the same with God—
With Grod whose puppets, best and worst
Are we ; there is no last or first,

There is no great, there is no gmall

To the soul that maketh zll.

No position in life is so low that a really
noble man cunnot raise it, nor any 8o high that
& base man cannot degrade it. I am not urging
any one to live an indolent, unaspiring, vegota-
tive lifo. I am only saying: * Covet earnestly
the best gifis.,” Be sure it requires much more
perseverance and onergy to perfect character
than to bocome a “ great success” in the esti-
mation of the world. Instead of telling pooplo,
especially young and enthusiastic persons, not
to be ambitious, tho true policy is to urge
thom to be far more ambitious in the right sense
of the word than they generally are, and to
encourage in them a ‘“divino discontent” with
imperfection of all kinds, especially with badly
done work,

 But what a rare thing
said lodymion; [ often wonder whether 1
shall ever be able to step out of tho crowd.”
“You muy havo success in lifo without stepping
out of the c¢rowd,” said the Baron. This answer
of the Baron seems to us to sum up the true
philosophy of life: “ You may have succoss in
lifo without stepping out of the crowd.” [t is
well to be assured of this, for to succeed in life
is the natural smbition, if not of every young
¥ndymion, at loast of his parents for him. If
tosuccood in lifo it wero necessary to become
very famous, vory powerful, or very rich, suc-
cens would be the monopoly of but a very fow
peoplo.

1t has boen calculatod that not more than one
in four thousand may be expected to attain dis-
tinetion, and not ono in & million pussesses that
wondorful thing called gonius,

Bat thero is o real sort of success that cannot
be monopolized.  Our being’s end and aim is to
be good and to do good, Ilore every one may
succeed, for charactor is a kind of wealth that
knows no failure. **They truly are faithful
who dovote their entire lives to amendmont,”
Tvory mun may mako his lite succossful in this
sonse. And as one ir nover so successful as
whon ho least thinks ot bocoming so, such aone
will probably guin in the long run more happi-
ness, and exerciso & groater influence in the
world than his moro grusping neighbor.

“Oh! keop me innocont ; make others great,”
was tho prayer written by Queen Caroline
Matilda, of Dounmark, with a diamond on the
window of hor castle at IFrondsborg.  The more
we know of' the lives of the groat, whothor
from history or porsonal acquaintance, the
more wo becomo aware how many of them
would say :

"Pis botter to bo lowly born

Aud range with humble dwellers in contont,

Than be perkoed up in o glistering gricf,

And wear a golden sorrow,

is success in life!”

Earthly succoss is uncertain of acquisition,
brief in continuance, disappointing in fruition.
Not so with tho success that is aimed at by
true ambition. Itis certuin to all who seek
it. Itis ondloss in duration. It never disap-
poiuts :

"Tis not iy mortals to command succoss,
But we'll do more, Sempronius ; we'll desorve it.

Lipictotus onco received a visit from a certain
magniticont orator going to Rome on o lawsuit
who wished to learn from the stoic something
of his philosophy. lipictetus received his visi-
tor coolly, not belioving in his sincerity, “ You
will only criticizo my style,” said he, “not
really wishing to loarn principles.” * Well,
but,” said the orator, “if 1 attend to that sort
of thing 1 shall bo a more pauper like you, with
no plate, nor equipago, nor land.” “1 don't
want such things,” replied Epictoetus,  and be-
sidos, you ure poorer than [ am, after all.
Patron or no patron, what carel? You do

care. I am richer than you. I don't care what
C:esar thinks of me, I flatter no one. This is
what I have instead of your gold and silver
plate, You have silver vessele, but earthenware
reasons, principles, appetites, My mind to me
a kingdom is, and it furnishes me with abun-
dant and happy occupation in lien of your rest.
less idleness. All your possessions seem small
to you; mine seem great to me. Your desire
ig insatiste, mine is satisfied.”

We conclude with an historical anccdote
which illustrates the difference between right
and wrong ambition. Henry IV of France
made the good and happiness of his people so
much his peculiar care that he diminished, a3
mauch as possible, both the expenses of his table
and his wardrobe, contenting himself wilh
wearing o plain gray habit, with a doublet of
cither satin or taffeta, without the least orna-
ment. He used often to banter his courtiers on
the magnificence of their apparel, * carrying,”
as he said, * their castles and their woods upon
their shoulders.” In his ologant comparison
between Henry and Cisar, Montaigne says,
most truly, ¢“If Cwsar couquered more cities
and won more battles, Henry acquired more
veal glory in making his people happy, after
having delivered them from those tyrants who
oppressed them  He joined to the talentsof »
warrior both mcral and civil virtues, which
Cwsar never possessed, They wore both am-
bitious, but the ambition of C:vsar was crime in
Honry it was virtue,”"— The Quiver.

DISESTABLISHMENT IN WALES,

Tho Now York Times of May 18th, resumes
its discussion of the subject of disestablishmont
in Wales. 'Wo confess to being amazed at the
utterances of this newspaper, which betray
either shameful ignorance of fact, or more
shameful animus. The most superficial study
of o somewhat complicated question might have
saved the writer from some of the gross blund-
ers made by him. IHe confosses that he * can-
not help liking” such men as Archbishops
Whateley and Trench, and Bishop Jeremy Tay
lor. He, howover, shows that he knows very
littlo about the character or temper of these
ominont men, He impugns the motives of the

leading defonders of the establishment, when he
says that “ the ark of the covenant,” which
they think they are protecting, consists of
“their own emoluments,” This form of insinu-
ation cannot conceal the ignorance of one who
adds that the Church in Wales is *“sustained at
the public expense.” This ignoranceis 8o crass
that we are tompted to call it wilful misrepre-
sontation, for any one who has followed the dis-
cussion of the present question, as it is throshed
out daily and weekly in the English press, is
woll aware that oven the bitterest opponents of
the English Church are not barefaced enough
to claim that the dioceses in Wales, of the prov-
inco of Canterbury, are supported out of the
pockets of an unwilling public. Such opponents
have learned the A, B, C. of the matter too well
for that. An inteiligent man would disgrace
himself by such incredible confusion of mind.
We would also ask what authority has the Zimes
for declaring that the Church of England * has
signally failed to do the work it was endowed
todo"”? This is contrary to all the evidence
which we have boen able to obtain on the sub-
ject. The failure of the Church in Wules to
cover completely the whole field of labor in the
principality had been largely due to the poverty
of the Church in Wales, The abstraction of
tithes, the spoliation of Henry VIII, and even
of Cromwell, reduced the Church to penury and
compelled tho dwellers in the highlands to build
themselves chapels, and seek lay preachers, but
not out of hostility to tho Church, It seem: a
strange remedy for scantiness of endowments to




