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SERMON FOR TRINITY SBUNDAY.

By H. Gooowix, D, D., Lozp Bisnor oF CAR-~
‘ LISLE.

[ Epistle ]
“Th ey rtest not day and night, saying, Holy,

holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which
wan, and ig, and is to come,,'—Rrv, iv, 8,

Thero ia 8 remarkable resemblance between
these words and some which ocour in the First
L eeeon for Trinity Sunday—sa resemblanoce, in
fact, belween that which was revealed to 8t.
Juhn, when ‘a door was opened in heaven,' and
thut which had been revealed to the Prophet
Isnish some eight hundred years before, when
in & vision he eaw the Lord sitting upon 2
throno, and Hig train filling the temple, Per-
haps, if it wore tie same door that was opened
to both, it is not to be wondered at that they
both eaw and heard the zgame things; bunt it is
coriainly a striking thovght 1hat the worship
of God in heaven should have been witnessed in
a vision ceoturies before the coming of our

Lord, ard that the same worship should have
beon seon nesrly s century after His coming by
His beloved dicciple. Such hesavenly service ie
1o doubs independent of time ; but to ns, who
conceivo sll 1bings under the corditions of
time, tho compurison of these 1wo disiant peeps
into heuven pives a striking emphasis to the
words, ‘They rest not day and night sayiog,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.’

It bas been 8 vory anoient praectice to read
the pustage from the Book of the Revelation
which contain these worde ss the Hpistle on
Trinily Sunday, Muny pareages might have
been chosen from the Apcstolic Epistles which
would bave been most appropriate ; bat I sup-~
pose that the striking triple 1epetition of the
word ‘Holy, as addressed to Him Who eite
upon ihe throne, was regsrded ne giving the
portion of Serijture appointed for the Epistle a
olaim of preoedence over any passage from the
Epistles, just as the occurrence of the esame
triple invocation must nundonbtedly have led to
the selection of the First Morning Lesson, In
truth, there is something uwnspeakably grand
in the invoeation. Who can {ail to be struck
by it, a8 it ocours in the Church’s bymn, Te
Deum ?

“To Thee all Angels cry alond; the Heavens,
and all the Powers therein,

To Thee Chernbin, and Seraphin continually
do ory,

Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God of Subaoth;

Henven and eurth are full of the Majesty of
Thy Glory.”

And you will remember, also, the magniticent
use that Bishop Heber has mado of the same in
his well. known hymn—

“Iloly. Holy, Holy ! Lord God Almighty !

Early in the morning our song shall rise to
Theo!

Holy, Boly, Holy! meroiful and mighty;

tGod in Three Persops, Blessed Trinuy !"

and each successivo verse of thehymn re echoes
the invooation, ‘Holy, holy, holy I’

1do not st all wonder that t'e use of this
triplo ssoription of holiness to Almighty God,
both in the vision of Isaiah and in the vision ot
St, John, should have commended itgelf to the
minds of those who arrenged the Scripture
roadings for Trinity Sunday. It conveys no
logica) proof. 1f any one should undertake to
prove the dootrine which the Churoh holds upon
the basis of the words, ‘Holy, holy, holy,’I
conceive 1bat he must necessurily fail; to the
doubting, or unbelieving, or secfling, they con-
voy no proof, nor anything spproaching to it.
Even the most sincere behiever would »not like
1o bang kis faith vpon so obviously insufficient
A support, DBut the words are just of that kind

whioh is 80 helpiul and eatisfactory to the mind
that does not look for proof, that believes on
other sufficient grounds, that deems the offer-
ing of more proof an impertinence, The very
faot that the words do not prove, but merely
suggest ; that they spesk fo the initiated, and
not to those without ; that they sing the doc~
trine, rather than disouss t;—all this makes
the ory of the cherubim and seraphim more
gratefal to the ears of worshippers on Trinity
Sunday than whole volumes of divinity written
by St. Augustine, or Waterland, or Pearson, or
any other divine, whether ancient or modern.

Bal there is a feature in the passage chosen
from the Revelation of St. John for Trinity
Sunday, which is zot so much upon the zurface
as the triple aecription, snd which, therefore,
it may be worth whi'o to exhibit, and to dweil
upon for & time. You will observe that the
whole passage represents a service of worship
on the part of the inhabitants of heaven before
the throne of God. *The four and twenty elders
fall down before Him that ea$ on the throne,
and worship Him ihat liveth for ever and ever,
and cast their ciowns before the throne, saying,
Thon art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power : for thom hast created all
things, and for Thy pleasure they ure and wore
orested.’ There can be no doubs a8 to who it is
that sits upon that throne; it is ‘God the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.’ Now,
please to look on to the next chapter. There
we find St. John saying, ‘I beheld, and, lo, in
the midat of the throne and of the four beasts,
and in the midat of the elders, stood a Liamb as
it had been slain ;' and then you will find that
the slain Lamb is admitted to the same kind of
worship as that which had previously been
rendered to Almighty God. ‘They sang a new
song . . . Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
And every oreature which is in heaven, and on
the earih, and under the earth, and such a< are
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard Isay:
ing, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power be unto him thatsitteth upon the throne,
snd unio the Lamb for ever and ever,” Observe,
‘Him that sitteth upon the throne, and the
Lamb;' thetwo put side by side. Whatever is
uscribed to one is asoribed to the other—a mar-
velous and mysterious union ; unity asserted
between the two which would seem to involve
blazphemy, or rather impossibility, unlees that
Lumy was the Apooalyptic representation of a
divine Person, Who might be worshipped even
a8 God is worshipped, Who, in fuct, might
olaim to be worshipped as .God.

You will find this view strengthened if you
look on to the geventh chapter of the Book of
Revelation, where the worship of the Lamb
forms a prominent featare. St, John describes
the great muititude, which no man ean number,
standing before the throme and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palnis in
their hands ; and he tells us that they cried
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb, Observe, ' God and the Lamb.’ Who
and what oan that Lamb be which is thus
coupled with God? Bat, still further, we read
that this vast multitude had * washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood ! And,
lastly, this same multitude of white-robed wor-
shippers are to hunger no more, and to thirst
po more, becanse ‘ the Lamb which is in the
midst ot the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them to living fountains of waters,! *The
Lamb which is in the midet of the thromne.’
Note the words, The position of the Lamb,
the cffice attributed to Him of washing vhe
robes of saints white in His own bleoad, the
declaration that the eternal life and peace of
those same saints sre safop in the hunds of thut
same Lumb,—all thege mysterions thinge are
simple and credible enongh if we recognize that
He Who is thue desoribed in visionis the Lamb
of God, Who, by the shedding of His most

precious blood, has taken away the sins of the
world ; if, in fact, we recognize the truth that
He Who, as having been sacrificed for the sins
of the world, is desoribed as the Lamb which
had been slain is indeed the only begotten Son
of God, Who, being in the form of God, and
thinking it no robbery to be equal with God,
made Himself of no reputation, and in the form
of man suffered upon the Cross of Calvary.
The Catholic faith makes all plain, When the
Lamb wae seen in the midst of the throne, there
was no usurpation of divine majesty by a crea-
ture, but only the vision of the Son of God, who
shares the Father's throne by eternal right.

Thus it scems t0 me that the Kpistle of Trin-
ity Sunday oarries us farther into the mystery
of the Hely Trinity than we might gather from .
simply reading the words, ‘ Holy, holy, holy.’
It reveals 10 us & throne, which we find to be
in rea'ity ccoupied, not by the Father only, but
by the co-eternal Son too. He Who dwells in
light which no man can approach, and He Who
for us men and for our sslvation came down
from heaven, alike octupy that throne. And
if we realize a8 much a8 this, I think +«e may
say that we bave ¢ acknowledged the glory of
the Eternal Trinity.’ For it is, I apprehend,
distinotly the Secornd Person in the Holy Trin-
ity, not the Third, with Whom the difficnity,
when there is a difficalty, may be said to rest.
That there should be a Holy Spirit, Who sane-
tifies men’s hearts, Who lives in ua as in a
temple, Who speaks to our consoiences, Who
strives with us aud will not cease to strive until
He be driven away by. persistent rebeilion
against His loving efforts,—all this, I think,
presents no great diffioulty. I do not say that
weo shonld have put the iruth exaotly in this
form for ourselves—perhaps not; but when we
find it 8o stated in Soripture, snd so prasented
to u3 in the Church Catechism, it seems -to me
that it is 4 doctrire which any one, who thinks
about the naiure and being of God, and about
his own nature and his own needs, may easily
accept. It is the Second Person in the Holy
Trinity concerning Whom a diffieulty of belief
may be o easily felt; nay, [ go further, and
say that unless & man has felt & difficulty about
the divinity of this Second Person, it may be
deubted whether he has really grasped the
grentness of the mystery which that divinity
involves, For what we have to do is, not to
worship some revelation of God in the distant
region which we oall heaven, buft to fall down
before One Who oarried our nataure and the
truppings of hnman life and haman poverty,
and to say to Him, like St, Thomas, ¢ My Liord,
and my Ged!l' It is God made man that is so -
difficult and so wonder{u) ; it is the Incarnation
which i3 so passing strango; it is the Lamb
taking away the sins of the world, and yet
claiming a place in the midst of the throne of
God, which needs a divine revelation in order
to ussure us that the dootrine is true.

Therefore, I tay that if the mind has master-
ed the mystery of the Son, it will not fiad it
hard to accept the mystery of the Holy Ghost.
And, in reality, although the divinity of our
Lord must be, and ever will bs, & mystery, yet
it seems to me that much help may be gained
from considering the question as we have now
beer oconsidering it, The peep into heaven
which was vonchsafed to St. John, and through
him to us, seems to makeit easier than it other-
wige would be to believe in the Son of God. St.
John seems to have been in nowise shocked (if
I may usesach an expression) by the adoration
of the Lamb which he witnessed. Neither was
any one elso, All svemed just as it should be.
The adoration was the spontaneous outcome of
thankful bearts, They whose robes had been
washed white in the Lamb's most precious
blood felt that they could rot do otherwise than
adore ; and to be permitted to join in imagina-
tion St. John aud the great multitude whom no
man can number, as we have done to-day, may
help us to perceive that, although the mystery’
of the Holy Trinity and the worship of the



