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in the next place, suppose the society into which
we entar be vicious m tha sense before adverted
tn: thet it he impure soiety, distinguished by
the prevalence of milelicate jests and lascivious
assagiation ;5 such communication, it is upneces—
<iry 1o sav, musi corrupt good manners.  Must
sot the primary effect be, at least, gradually to
sre the mind to the contemplation of vicious
abjects, withont horror and diszust?  Are you not
aware that faniliarity tends to weaken all im-
prossions 2 As the mind is passive in receiving
them, there is nothine so diswrasting al the first
view hat it may he rendared indifferent, or even
an ohject of complacency.  Vicious objects,
though they revolt a pure and chaste mind,
though every well disciplined spitic tums »side
fron, them with strong disrelish, yet they have

such an alliance with the corrupt propensities of

our nature, which always remain with s (for
even the best are bat partially sanctified), that
tae effect of bringine such ebjects fiequently be
fore the mind must be to subdue the antipathy,
to wear off the impression of diserust, and soften
the features of deioruwity 5 to tsach us to con-
template such ohjects with indifierence, till at
langth we shall certainly come to regard them
with a greater or liss degree of complacency.—
‘The horror of vice gra.inally subsides, till, before.

men are aware, they find themselves affected’

with the mast impure conveisution very differ-
ently from what they were at first. The chaslity
afthe mind is violated ; they have lost that jn-
stinetive recoil of diswust which such objects na-
turally inspire, and are become capable of partak-
inz of them with that ¢nilty zest wilh which
their association with the corrupt tendencies of
our nature is too apt to invest them, Thisisa
process perpelually going on., There are per—
sons perpelually receiving the coutamination
of impurity by this channel. If; then, you meet
with persons of this description, who elight to
communicate the taint of impurity, and sevk to
draw down the minds of others to that oross ele—
ment of sensnality in which they themselves are
srovelling, 2avoid them, pass not by them, ¢ turn
from them and pass away ;*’ recollect that such
conversation is most essentially evil, and: will,
hefore you are aware, corrupt your « good man-
ners.”?

Suppose, in the next place, that the sociely
into which we enter be of an imnpious nature,
distinguished by a rejecting of Christianity, of
its ereat andd leadine doctrines, and has in it,
consequently, the contacion of impiety 3 such
communication cannot fail, in the strengest de-
urae, to ¢ cov.apt good manners.””  ‘Co hear ob-
jections against Christianity continnally repeated
withont being answered, {o hear the cause o
Christ attacked in cvery pessible form withent
hainz in a situation, in a becoming manner, fo
nadertake its defence, mact Lave an injurious
tendency.  Conversation, if we intend to please
and be pleas~d, shonld never be a scene of con—
tinnal dispute 3 we must either relinquish sach
ansiety or hold our peace.. That person who
feols himsell called upon on every occassion tn de-
vend s reliion, wiil grow weary of centention,
aud seek repose in anather kind of society. Dat
if he continnes in it, he will at leneth learn to he
silert, silence will lead to arquieccence, and

fina‘ty he wi'l adirtt his opizions 1o the standard |

at those with whom he associates.  Every man
makes the esteem ol his companions a greal and
leading ojeet. When a percon, therefore, from
that motive. learns to soppr-ss bis convictions,
ne will easily pass fram thence to that guilty
sname of Josus Chriet bhefore men which is ene
ef the most banefoi elements of corruption and
degeneracy. [ iz dangerous to be ia that socie—
tvowhers all is amainst Christianity, and nothing
in its favour 5 where it is perpetnally, assailed in
a variety of forms, and nothine said in a serions,
arenmentative manner tasustain i's nterests and
vindicate il sanctity,  [Fany man suppases that
he has strenzth of mind to eontinuz in such so-
eiety withont havina the fonndalions of his con—
fidence in the truths of Ciwvistian‘ty weakene.,
that man is entirely unacquainted with his own
heart.  You may feel conszions of no chan e of
apitinn, you mav relinquish no article of faith.
but the practical assent of the mind is capabl - of

most essential manner before you have altered
the speculative articles of your belief. The spe-
culative beliefin the great truths of Christianity
is,in pious minds, continually changing itself into
practical belicf, producing that sense of the re-
ality of eternal things which justifies thé defini-
tion given of faith, as ¢ the substance of things
(hoped for. the evidence of things not seen.”” In-
| fide] ociely has the effect of weakening that
pactical conviction, of estranging the mind from
the evidences of Divine truth, and bringing it in-
to a state of ohscurity ; it is an element of dark-
ness, and no person can preserve, within its
sphere, 2 permanent and abiding cenviction of
such truths as are only seen by the cye of faith,
and are the best realised in the calmness of the
sanctury, and solitnde of the closet. Besides, we
shali always find that these who have rejected
the yoke of Christianity are anxious {o propagate
their dishelief ; they have not the tranquility of
innocence, the conhderce of truth ; and they feel
themselves stronyly foititied, secure, and fearless,
in propoition as they have swelled their confe—
deracy, extinguished the conviction, and put out
that lizht of faith in others which is a condem—
ning light to them, and holds eut to them a flear-
fol misgiving in the-presp=ct of eternity. Those
who are determined to bid farewell to Christian-
ity have not dene it in censequence of a serious
proress of conviction, but in cansequenrc of con-
sulting their passions, not their reason, determin-
ing to gratify their appetites withont restreint or
control, and indulging in the pleasures and hen-
ours of this world without check. Conscious of
this, in a zreater or less deg'ce, they fear thst
the foundzt-on they are resting npen may preve
insecure; they wish, therefore. to be strengthen-
ed hy the co-operation of others. and feel a gnil-
ty satisfaction in propoction as they mulliply dis-
ciples amonyg their associates, and are thus ena-
bled to hear an echo in every voice, and see the
reflection of infide! ty in every breast.  Ts it not
exiraordinary thit men who can only hoast that
they have dis~overed that mwn is nothing,
—that this world i« the wl.ole of his existence ,—
that his destiny is witherod, and shrunk to the
s; ortest possible compass,—is it not extraordinary
that they cannot at least he silent ; that they
shonld be desirous to propagate a discovery so
full of shame and repro-ch ?  The reason is, thet
they have fems «n the side of releien. though
they have nol its hepes 5 they dread the tinth of
it, having wiven up all prospect of henefit from
it, having relinquished 211 part in its conselations ;
therefore they feel their fests allayed, their per-
turhation subside, in proportion as they swell their
numbers by an cxtensive cofederation.  They
are < deceiving and deceived.”?

Let me earnestly impress it on every one who
wishes to be saved ;- and i’ you do not, why
approach the sanctuary of God, why hear the
words of his book. why lift up a prayer to the
throne of heaven in the name of the Great Re-
deemer 1—if you wish to be saved, o not inlo
such society ; or. if you enter it unawares, re-
main notin it, To cheose such persons as con-
fidants of your hours of affcctionate and social
intercourse is o live in an element of contagion ;
it is to co into a pest house ; it is to take np your
ahode in the mid t of the mo-t virulent and des-
tructive diseases. ¢ Evil communications” will
¢¢ corrupt good manners.”  No experience of our
own,—no extent of ohservation may go {oinva-
idate or impair the toth of this maxim, which is
confirmed by the cxperience of all azes.

« A MESSAGE FROM GOD UNTO THEE.
¢« nave a messace lrom Cod nnlo thee,”? was
the language of Ehud to the King of Moab.
The message wilh which the future Judge of
[srael wits charged, was ore of vengeance and
of blood 3 but though Jehov:h stil, at times,
speaks in thunder to enilty indiviluals and to a
wniltyrworld, ¢ indgmentis his strange work,”
and his meseages to sinfu) and erring mortals are
usual'y couched in the still small voice of tender
and pathetic admonition, or of earnest, anxious,
importunate entreaty.

Throngh how many channels, also, and by
how many objec's ate these Mmessages of grace
and mercy addressed tous! We sperk not now
of those warnings and exhortationg which meet
the eye in cvery page of the oracles of God, and

the miniei:t
. Sers
‘ a Jand of Bihjes and of
ordinances, must have been often listened to, and

if not'to the benefit of our own souls, the ireate
will be our condemnation. We allude to 3 cla;r
of monitors less obtrusive, it may be, and tco fnf1
quently altogether overlooked or despised by thj
indolent, the thoughtless, and the reekless, lmtt
not the less truly the tearers of a messaa.
God to every individual among us, < wheth
will hear or whether we will forbear.”?

The messengers lo which we refer ae q,

works of ereation and the dispensations of diviy,
rovidence ; from each and from all of waich g,

intelligent and awakened Christian hears, as j
were,a voice addressing him in the wards of
heavenly wisdom ; < Unto you O men we ca}
and our voice is to the sonsof men 2 To a foy
of these heaven appointed monilors, and tn sop,
of the messages which they urge upon our a.
tention, it is our present purpose briefly to .
vert.

The first which we shall mention, because th;
most striking and obvious, sre the heavenly bo.
dies.~The Sun, the source of light and life an{
heat to the planets by which he is surronnded;
« the moon walking in brighiness;”’ and ()
numberless stars which stud the canopy of hea.
ven, cach of them we have good 1eason to be.
lieve, a sun, the centre of a system much mor
compicated and extensive perhaps than that ¢
which onrearth forms a part.  When therefon
we «lift up our eyes and consider who baty
created these things, who bringeth out their hoxt
hy number, who calleth them all by names, an|
by the greatness of whose might not one of then
faileth,” what is the purport of the message
which they address to us? ¢ The hand that
made us is divine. He is wise in heart and migh.
ty in strength; who hath hardened himself -
aainst him and hath prospered? Acquaint tky.
sell,” therefore, “with him and be at peace
wilh him.--Kiss the Son Jest he be angry andye
perish from the way. Blessed are all they tha
put their trast in bhim.”

Put while of the countless worlds which
thionghout the immensity of space we can knor
Lut little, and can form no conjet ture of the nx
ture, capacities or destinies of the beings b
whom they =re inhabited, let us briefly turn
attention to the tentient tenents of our own gloe.
And, beginning with ourselves, whether we .
sider the mechanism of cur kodies, the inca-
prehersible natmne of onr in mortal spiritsad
the mysterious union between them and the dir
tabeinacles which lhey animite, we mast bein
deed far gone in stupid insensibility it we dom
fee) omtselves constrained to éxclaim, ¢ [will
praise thee, O Lord, for I am fearfully and we
derfully made’”—if the 2dmonitory voice of cor
science, speaking thiough every organ of o
fr.me: does not whisper in our ear, ¢ He ta
planted the ear shall he not hear? He tht
foimed the eye shell he not sce; Fle that teach
«th man knowledge shall not he know 27

Let us descend a step Jower in the scale of
creation, »nd turn our attention for a moment to
the inferior animals. And, whether we conten-
plate the pigantic elephant or the meanest #nd
most insignificant inscet, the leviathan or the
s minnow of the brook,’” the enormous condor of
the Andes or the minute and delicate humming
bird, so diminutive as lo he hidden in the flower
bell frem which itsteps the dew, what is the les-
son which they irresistibly inculrate when we
consider the wonderful adaptation of each species
to the place which it is destined to ocenpy in the
sphere of creation, and the means provided for
the sustenance, preservation and perpetuation of
the whole ? Tz itnot that ¢ the Lord is good
to all and his tender mercies are over all his works
—that the eyes of all his -creatures wait upon
Him and he giveth them their meal in due sea-
son, **

Even the inanimate creation lifts ap a silenly
it may he, 'ut notthe less unequivocal testimon?
to the wisdom, the poswer and the goodness ofits
divine Creator, whether the suhject of our con-
emplation be the lofty and wide spreading oaks
which for centuries h+s sxisted the patriarch and
mouarch of the forest, or the most tiny and ephe-
ineral flowret that blossoms heneath its sh.ade-
But it is to the truths which the Jatter especiolly
are calculated to enforce that we wonld mote
immediately direct sitention.—Are we cajliva-
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ted hy the splendows of dress and inclined 1o




