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scparatc and niovcable picccs, confined by a ring, into wbicli
thcy arc miost accuratcly fittcd, and so adjusted that the
mctal rnay bc forced into thie letters b>' its Literai spread, at
the sanie tirne thiat thc coin reccives the blow of the scrcw-
press.

Coins are gencrally conîpiced by onc blow of thc coin-
ing press. heepresses are wvorkced in the Royal Mira by
macliinery, so contrived thit tlhcy shial strike,. upon an aver-
age, six.ty blowvs ini a mninute ; the blanl. picc, previously
propcrly îîreîpîred andi anneaicd, bcing placed bttwecnl the
dtics by p.art of thc saine nicclîanisrn.

The nuniber of picces which niay bc struck b>' a single
clic of good steel, properly hardenied and duly tenmpered,
flot utnfrcquctitly ainints at thc ?'it to betivctn thrcc and
four liundrcd tliousand, but the average consumnption of dies
is of course inuch greater, owing to thc différent qualities
of stecl. and t<> the casualtics to whichi the (lies arc liable :
thus, thc upper auJ lowcr dtie arc often violently struck to-
gctlhcr, owin.g tg) a fauit in th IUi /'r-d'»,, or thiat part of the
nlacliincry whlui ouglit to put the blank into its place, but
which now and thCn faits so to do .This accident ver>' corn-
rnonly arises froîn die bo>- who supe.rintcnds the press, nc-
glecting to fced the hioppcr of the layer-on with blaik picces.
If a dlie is too liard, it is apt to break or split, andl
especially subjcct to fissures, which run fromn lcttcr to lctter
upon the edgc. If too soft, it sivclls, and tlic collar wvilI not
rise and fali upon it. or it sinks ini the centre, and the %vork,
becorncs distorted and faulty. lie, thercfore, wlio supplies
thc dies for ani extensive coinage lias niany casualtics aud
difficulties to encoutiter.

hi the mint, it is co,îsidcrcd that thc destruction of ci-ht
pair of dties per dlay, (onc for cacli p)ress), is a fair average
resuit, thougli WC niuch more frcquleilaly fait short than Cx-
cecd this proportion.


