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resemble the ser pents, 'md there - are, indeod, ‘species
which seem to’ form connocung links between the two
orders. N
‘The Ophidia :u'o, howcvor een to 1m_1ch greater ad-
' v:m‘mge at their feeding-time, which oceurs once.a weelk;
not that they are all, fad so ofton, -for many will take
sufficient food at a meal for scveral weels, and some
(in.particular: the pythons) have been known to fast for
months together Having been. present lately ou the ocea-
_sion.of these creaturesreceiving their nsual allowance,we
P porpose to g give ashortaccount, from careful observation,
of:the mannerin which they bOMOd .md killed their prey.
The constrxchng serpents, as we'may term them, are
Lkept in large cases, the entrance to: which is either by
a glass door in front, which opens by a sliding up, or by
a sxmllar contrivance at the back, in the wooden parti-
tion. The colubrine snakes are in some of these cases
: gcnerally,‘and indeed are'so harmless that little precau-
> tionisneeded. Thevonomous serpents have no opening
“but a small one on the lid.of the case, abouttwo or three
inches square. ' Through this their food is ‘introduced;
and all necessary operations for theeleanliness and ouler
of e interior are performed with a rod of stout wire,
1o the: evident.disgust of the.occupants,;who, if ne\v-
comels, st;rx]\e at it vworously with their fangs. The
first.to be fed werc the yellow' smk 8, and’ other specles
in théis:ime'_éasc ‘vae keeper ‘having unceremomouely
removed the blanket, beneath wlnch mostof the occupfmts
" of the compartmcnb were huddlcd torrcbhcr, as usual,’
qmckly introduaced under ‘the’ glass door ‘about a dO/,en
sp‘u'rows and one or two gmnm—px«rs. Thc formernn-
edntely reured to the’ darliost_corners, seemmg; hoiv-
evcr to'be quite’ unconcerned as to the 1)1-esence of the’
smkes, as in some cases’ they stood on ‘the’ lm,ter Wlnch
for the most pmt rem’uned motxonless. The mu nefzrpi trs




