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resemble the serpents; hud there are,! indeed, species
which sceen 'to form conneóting links betweon the two
orders.

The Ophidia are, however, seen to Much greater ad-
vantage at their feeding-time, which occurs once a w'eek;
not that they are alt fed so often, for many will tako
sufficient food- at a ieal for several weks, and sonie
(in particular the pyti<s) have beca knoivn to fast for
months togetheiHaving been piesent huoly on the occa-
sien of those creattues receiving their usual allovanccwe

urpose to give a short account, from careful observation,
of the manner in which they seized and killod their prey.

The constricting serpents, as woe:iay teri thom, are
kept in large cases,-the entiance to vhich is either by
a glass door in front, which opens by a sliding up, or by
a similar contrivance at the back, in the wooden parti-
tien. The colubrine snakes are in seme of these cases
generally,:and indeed are so harmless that little precaui-
tion is needed. Thevoiomous serpents have no opening
but a small one on the iid;of the case, about two or thrce
inches square. Through this their afod is introduced;
nd all necossary operationà for the cleaaliness and order

of the interior dre pcrformed with a rod of stont wire,
te the evident disgust of tho occupants, who, if now-
comersstrike at it vigorously with their fangs. The
irst te fed vero the yellowvn iles, ind other species
in the same case. The li ïr, having unccreinonoiisly
re moved the blanket, bencath which mos the obbiipail ts
of the compa rinont Nvcre huddled togethcír, as isual,
quickly introducecd uider the giass door ý about a doyoí
sparrows and one or ti gninea-pigs. The foe imiin
inediately iretired te the dakest corners, seeMing,' ow-
ever, te be quite unconcerned as te the presenée of the
snakes, as in some cases thày stood o 'tho ltter' which
foÈer th~oût jart remainednotionlessY The yùinéaiig's
wee nore restles, 'inoving Sloi.l1 abö'6t as if iåaiòhà


