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" When they were convinced of the truth of the

.. haptism, as in this age men procrastinate repentance,

o tion. “The henefit received.is strictly gratnilous,” or:

- “altered “the ‘nature of - Christianity,  (ha

" has fallen,"it" is. peculiarly necessary to be instant

~.the more ‘numerous dre’ the’ temptations to evil of
= gpread i thousand, snares j-and as the labour hecomes;

" gredaally. henvier whieli'is tequired lo - retaini’ench
" individual D his own sphers, or to lift him' above it

Lo +See Wall on Infant- Baptism, ch. x.; and Gibbon’s
)] 2 1 xx,o T
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THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH

ALL READINESS OF

b

_m-_n

MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE $0.—Acts xvir. 11,
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“1IOW OLD ART THOU 3

Count not thy days that have idly flown,

The years thal were vainly spent ;° :
Nor speak of the hours thou must blush (o own, .
When thy spirit stands before the throne,

To account for the talents lent.

Bul number the hours redecmed from sin,
The moments employed fur heaven—

Oh, fow and evil thy days have been,

Thy life a toilsome and worthless scene,
For a nobler purpose given.

Will the shade go bnck on thy dial-plate ?
Will thy sun stand still on his way?

Both hasten on, and thy spirit's fate,

Itests on the point of lifi's litle date—
‘Then live while "tis called to day.

Life's waning hours, like the sybil’s page,

As they lessen, in value rise ;
Ob, rouse thee aud live ! nor deem that man’s nge
Stands in the length of his pilgrimage,

But in days that are truly wise.

Friendly Visitor.

TERSONAL APPLICATION QF THE GOSPEL.

Christianity, it will be acknowledged, in order to
be individually available to salvation, must become
a personal concern.  As Tertullian justly observes,
¢ fiunt, non nascuntur Christiani.”? In the first
ages, the open assumplion of the christian faith
was, far the most party a matler of long and serious
consideration. It commonly took place at a time of
lile when the converts could both undenstand and ra-
tify the covenant which reconciled them te God, and
engaged them for the futnre to obey a new law, and
s put off the old man withits deeds.” * They under-
went, as catechumens, a long and -striet probation.

christian doctrine, and had pledzed themselves to
the utmost of their power to live accordingly, they
were directed to perform a solemn exercise of prayer
and fasting for the forgiveness of past sins; and
then, and not till then, they received haptism, and
were pronounced regenerate,  Lven in the third
century, Origen acquaints ‘us that the Christians
were accustomed carefully to examine into the mo-
rals and dispositions of those whooffered themnselves s
and admitted none, till they had given some evi-
dences of a progress in virtue.®  So serions was the
abligation considered, and so strict the discipline
preserved, that many who were persuaded of the
- truth of ‘the Gospel, delayed the profession of it by

because they could not prevail .on themselves o re-
sign those £ iaful habits, which they were well aware
must be resigned by Christiang. b 0 ) 5 v
" Inthe ease of infant baptism; there arc evidently
. ‘nosimilar means of “ascerfaining the actual ;disposi-

e af free grace.?’  IUis promised; however,. (o faith
and:obedience,  presupposed in: the recipient; and
spledged:in ™ his name: by the: sponsors s whence it
“follows that the blessings attached 1o: the sacrament.
~-must faily if the conditions fail in'those.who are’ed-
pable of ‘performing.them 3.
‘obedience ' imust: beco clu
‘these - who: arrive:at“a.mature:!

ts ex-:
- ternal privileges are-become national.: "Whoever;
- thivefore, professes the hope” of ‘the: Gospel, "must,
individually embrace - the doctrine of the ‘Gospel;
must consent, as sincerely as the earliest converts, o
refer whatever he does in word or deed to the glory
of God: with the primitive humility of the Apos-
tles, must renounce all confidence in his own
strength, and maust look for salvation through Christ’s
death with as much personal gratitude as §f Christ
had suflered for him alone. Though in many cases
it may be impossible, as was formerly acknowledged,
for those who have been placed in covenant with
God by baptism, to state at what time and by what
process the traths of the Gospel became an active
principle in the mind, still it is undeniable that in
all who attain the age of reason they must become
so, or the covenant is made void : and it is a defi-
nite and intelligible question whether they have
actually taken this hold orno. How the tree was
nourished and invigorated, and enabled fo sustain
the inclement seasons which opposed its early
growlh and strength, we may in vain inquire ; but
whether it bears {ruit or not, and whether that {rait
gives evidence of a sound slock, any one may ex-
amine cither as to himself or others. Is the heart
possessed of a sincere conviction of its own sinful-
ness and need of a Saviour: does it manifest its de-
pendence on the Iloly ¥pirit by an habitual inter-
course with God (hrough prayer: does it feel a
practical sense of the great business of this life as
probation and preparation for eternity? These are
infallible characters of faith: and though they will
be found in different degrees in different individuals,
no cne should be satisfied with himself, and no one
should suffer his congregation to be satisfied, till he
can (race these characters in the heart,

But if such a frame of mind is indispensible foa
Christian’s reasonable hope, it is evident that a
preacher can in no wise {ake it for. granted that it
exists in his hearers: as the necessary and gratnitous
consequence of baptism ; bul must require of all who
have had.the privilege of baptism  that {hey sirive
to' attain il thaty being regenerale in-condition,
they be also rencwwed in nature, and constantly ex-
amine themselves whether they have this proof
within them, that they are born of the Spiril as well
asof waler; and ¢an make the ¢ answer of a good
conscience towards God.»? L '

In astate’of society'like that in which our lot

“and urgent'in’ enforcing at' all: seasons this indivi-
dual appropriation-of the' truths: of the Gospel.: In
proportion " as .a cominunity advanges in opulence,

every kind with' which it abounds: pride and luxury

“worldly catescolicide with itic.natiral disinclinialion:
S D i ey AU Ny L S o L iR

% Origen, cont: Cols. 1. iii. 50, .

“Peclifie’ and Fall; ‘chap. | Tertulliansuys. In":his
“Avologelicus; :* Nemo in carceribuis Christinhus,” ulsi

whose. . worshippers.-meet . in.a :log -school-house,

'|both numerous and well-beliaved.  Veryfew

to spiritual things, and alienale the mind from all
interests beyond those of the present ‘time. Very
many, therefore, even of those who do not throw
.off all external professions of religious oblization,
content themselves with cerlain undefined ideas of

dormance of those stated ordinances which one age
hands down, not without gradual abridgnent and
relaxation, to another. :

I am aware itis too common to throw out dispa-
raging insinvations against the forms of religion.
If thereis any weight in precept, or any authority
in experience, they are absolutely essential, - Bt
let 1t ever be remembered that they are the means,
and not the end. - Public prayer and public services
are not religion, but the cultivation of religion ; the
ontward aids by which it has been appointed that
piely should be cherished, recruited, and confirmed ;
and the Christian be enabled to approve limself (o
God in that habitual subjection of his affections tn
the divine command which is the sure evidence and
genuine fruit of faith.

While nature is corrupt, and this world a scene of
probation, there will always be a tendency to sub-
stitute the external profession for the actual obliga-
tions of Christianity. [tis much easier to comply
with certain ardinances, than {e purify the heart, to
control a passion, or conquer a puilty habit.  In the
judgment of charity, attention to the outward dn-
ties of religion is a presumptive evidence of real
faith ; just as the common acquaintance takes the
soundness of constitutional heaith for granted,
where no positive symptoms of disease appear.
But it is the physician’s business to inquire farther:
not to be easily satisfied ; and to assure himsell not
only in a negative way that all is apparently right,
hut positively that no!f]ing is wrong.— From ¢ d4pos-
tolical Preaching Considered,” by the Right Rev. J.
B. Sumner, D.D., Lord Bishop of Chester.

INTEREST IN THE CAUSE OF THE JEWS.

Letler from the Right Reverend Philander
Chase, D.D., Bishop of Illinois.

JusiLee CoLLeaE, April 1dthy 1816,

My deat Sir,—I send to the Treasurer of our
Domestic Missions, by this day’s mail, the amount
of our collection far the Jews, made in the churches
amd missionary stations in this county of Peoria,
Illinois, conneeted by the missionaries and Sunday-
school teachers with Jubilee College. The sum
($22 50 1s a small one, but when it is known from
whence it came, there is.a train of thought intro-
duced inlo the nind of no little importance.. This.
train begins with  the year of our :Lord 1837 ~at
that period there were hut few, say a half-dozen,
friends of the Protestant 'Episcopal Chureh ‘in the
circle above mentioned 5 now there are many pious
communicanis. At lhat period there was'no church

‘nor chapel; butiall worshipped in the Bishop?s hum-
ble: dwelling—and now; besides the: college ‘chapel,

there are.thtee: others—iwo'of - stone,” finished -and
ready for: worship;  and ‘one'of brick; " nearly. com-
pleied for worship. " Besides (hese, there is'a‘station

the number ol Sunday-schoo! ' scholars” are.
of either

of these'incipient parishes have been regularly bred

‘in the Episcopal Church:*They have been induced
‘seeing the pious, orderly” conduct ‘'of the dear scho-

lars on “Jubilee Hill to" « full in,” as they term' it,
<« with the Church way of worship ;*? and prayer-

books having been furnished  them, they have laid

aside thewr prejudices, and begun to learn the good
old way of nsing the Psalms of David inspired by
the Holy Ghost, for the worship of God in all ages,
according to the example set by the Saviour and his
Apostles in the Temple at Jerusalem. They have,
morcover, been led to hear the Seriptures duly read,
as rightly divided into lessons from the Old and
New Testaments,—the one exhibiting the type, the
other the anti-type ; the one the prophecy, and the
other the fulfilment: and it is curious to observe,
how many things they have been made to under-
stand, which they never understood before. The
Jews in this way have borne a conspicuous part in
this exhibition ; and for them a feeling has - always
been excited in their ‘bosom of a pecular interest.
Although they once crugilied {heir Messiah, yet
they have been the instruments of fulfilling so many
prophecies, that the heart of every true Christian,
now they see this, begins to soften, and pity takes
the place of hatred, when thinking on the Sons of
Jacob. Ever since we heard of the good plan adopted
by onr Church, and matured by ounr excellent Mis-
stonary Sociely, of building a Temple in America,
as they have done in England, in which these un-
happy people may come together, and worship and
adore the great Elohim, and truly repent of the cruel-
ty of their forefathers, in crucifying their chief and
spiritual brother, the Incarnate Saviour, the story of
Joseph has been considered with double attention,
and the truths brought to light by that means, have
given much satisfaction. In the history of Joseph,
they 'sec and recognize the great truths that are
now apparently coming to pass. He, Joseph, a son
hated of his brethiren, yet loved of his Father—cast
into ¢ the pit”? by them, while the Father is satis-
fied with his death—sold for money—goeth.down
into prison—Dby his own merils .is raised thence,—
placed on athrone, endowed with paiver, giving
his precious gifts to the Gentiles.: And where now
are his brethren, the Jews?  Alas ! they are suffer-
ing the famine of the bread of lifey in waiting -for a
blessing in their fancied -Canaan. . They begin to

<¢ look,- one npon thé other, saying, ¢ls there not

corn.in: Lgypl 2?2 There is  evidently. distress

-among them, and they are preparing o come into

Eirypl; even amongst us Genliles, where our ¢ Prince
Zaphnath Paneah,” but their brother Joseph, reign-

“ethi+As yel; they know him' not : they- approach

‘him as the King-of Terrors 3 % he speaketh roughly
unto them.” This-is the [rst time; oh! may the

bring to pass.the will of Gndin hasteniing lh_is;'se_é-
cond. time—this kingdom of the true. Joseph—this
ireconciliation of .the - Crucified and the crucifiers

‘| .that our: humble: offering of Jubilee is made..; May:

Ahg:Lord-accept . it.at our. hands, not for our own
worthinéss, but for Iis'sake, whase bowels yearned

Thog Iantuin’s; ik 6 et alind, now jom Christianus,

Lord.—Spirit.of . Missions. "

‘a Medialor and a niitigated law, and with the per-],

second time.(Acts vil,.13) soon ‘come, when Joseph.
shall be.made known fo the sons of Israell - Itis to

-over his repenting:brelhren,—even Jesus; Christ our’

NOT ASIHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF.
- CHRIST. :
From'a Sermon: on_the death of the Rev. Blr. Duy,
by the Rev..B. C. Cullery D. I),, Brooklyn.

I have another particular lo notice in his professi-
onal latonrs. 1t is their strictly Scriptural character,
By thi T mean,. that -he viewed the religion. of
Christ simply as affording immediate relief to a fallen
race.  He looked upon men as. guilty, condemned,
and expnsed to the wrath of God ; and he considered
Christ ag bringing in a perfect, finished, and practi-
cal salvation.

Now, I s greatly mistaken, if any man makes
thisliseavery bt one wha s, in a special sense,
tanghit of o doand 3f soy Minister adheres to this
justructon, vndess he has bheen <€ called of God as
was Awen™ aed 8t Paule This is that Gnspel
which 8. Penl=avs is ¢ unto the Jews a stumbling
black, and ta the Greeks foolishness.” (1 Cor. i, 23.)
It is that tlozpel which, il constantly and faithfully
preachet, in <enson and. out of season, will deprive
any one of the consideration and eulogy of men of
the world, and of the Ministers of a corrupt religion,
I know not a man who is strictly evangelical in his
praachine, who is not lightly esteemed by men of
letters.und by his own unconverted brethren. No
matter how weeat his talents, nor how profound his
Tearning, bis name is always uttered with an affec-
tation of contempt, and by the very men who, in
an inteliectual arena, would be cautious how they
openly opposed him,—and who had, perhaps, been
his acknowledged inferiors throughout an academic
and collegiale course, Men are the same now, as
they were in the days of the “apostles ; the Gospel
is the same now as it was when proclaimed by St.
Paul : men are as prone lo superstition on the one
hand, and to idolatry on the other, as they were in
the days when Pharisees - and Sadducees ahounded
within the Church, and Stoics and Fpicureans with-
out.il. A man might, with just as much propriety,
commence his ministry in the metropolis of our mo-
ther country, or of our own, with the confession,
¢« [ am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,’” (Rom.
i. 16,) as St. Paul commenced his in ancient Rome.
Other men are ashamed of the Gospel of Christ as
much now as many were then. And by ashamed 1
mean afreid,—afraid to make thatthe alone remedy
forthe great moral evil,—afraid to hold up a belief in
Christ as the Great Physician,—afraid to set fortha
simple and entire reliance upon him as the only and
the sufficient means of man’s restoration to the Di-
vine favour, and his renewal in God’s moral image.

Now, whether this point was clearly seen by my
Assistant, and:deliberately decided -upon, I need
scarcely undertake to say. - But sure T .am, that
come what might,— come weal come wo,—he had
determined not- to ¢ know any thing amoeng’ men

heard him doubled to what class of preachers he be-
longed.; His hearers:might have dillered respecting
the particular structure which, was given to some of
his discourses; ‘and that they would do, according to
their different: tastes . and- habits of thouht. ; But
whenever he rose in this place.to preach‘the doc=
trines of the Cross of .Clirist were alone'expected as
histheme, =000 i T T e
+:Now, il cannot be difficult . to.see .that no. small
temptalion hesets every young preacher,; with regard:
to this ¥xclusiveness of purpase.: The  world, espa-
‘cially: the literary ‘world,-and the native. pride of; his
oivn heart, are bad advisersin the ministry, and, to-
gether,with Satan, the "father. of lies, combine to
draw him away:from the simplicity of: Christ,“to
entice him into various hye-paths—to "engage him
in confraversies,—or, asin the presentday, to entrap
him by a pretended love of the Church. But ¢ bless-
ed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he
is tried he shall receive a crown of life,” (Jam. i.
12.3  All Christians are tempted.  This is the pe-
culiar temptation of youthful and pious Ministers.

THE PRETENDED CONSENT IN MATTERS
OF FAITH INVESTIGATED.

And where is this so much boasted consent m the
members amongst  themselves, in all matters of
faith ?

¢ | believe the holy catholic church,® is an ar.
ticle of fuith. .1 would know of those gentlemen
who are at such perfect agreement amongst them-
selves, what this churchis ? Bellarmine answers
one thing, Casinius another, so contrary, thatif one
speaks true, the other must needs have teld me that
which is false. And while "the definition of the
former is followed by some, and thatof the latter,
which is worse, is more generally received, Launoy,
and many more of the learned sort, stick to the an-
cients, who are as different from  both, as both are
from one another.: And yet after all we must be
told, that they are perfectly agreed in all maiters of
faith 5 and that this invisible unintelligible union
shows plainly, that the Rowman is the trne church!
One would hardly think that they are in earnest;
unless hy union they mean an equal resolution to
carry on {he dispute as lonz: as they can contend,
and no longer; which kind of union is “to be met
with almost every term in Westminster-hall ; where

with all imaginable vigour,  who yet resolve to be
quiet when the bench has made them so.- Not (hat
the party who is cast in the suit must needs change
his opinion of his'own cause, because the last ver-
dict was against him, but that if anew trial will not
be granted, he is bound to acquiesce in the judgment
of the court, because it has a sheriff, with the posse
comitatus, to'put it inta exccution. ~ Thus they that
make the sentence of the popey aad they that “make
the sculence “of a council,” the. sentence “of the
churchy are united in a resolution to stand by the
arbitrement of- the. church § thiere heing “a “eertain
sensible obligation upon them 'to profess, that they
will acquiesce in'its detérmination’s but in the mean
time they may undoubtedly quarrel amongst -them-
selves about. questions - of :such : mighty importance
as-that we mentioned.even -nowy and -this -~ without
breach:of union ‘amongst themselves, till the sen-
tence:-of the:-pope,. ar.the. sentence- of a -plenary
-council; or the sentonce.of both, comes {o part them
which yet will be long enough.first, if. each -side of
‘the question be abetted witl nuinerous.and able par<
ties, that are:at present both:of :them ‘resolved o subs
‘mit absolutely to the. church, lost one of :them, upon:
an tnreasonatile -sentence,rshould e provoked. o
change:its resolutions:;, And'ithus, as. we . ohserved
z_c fore, the:question-abioutt.the immaculate conceplion
as been left undecided so long, lest by determining

F AN

but Jesus Christ:and him:crucified.”> - No man who'|:

one may see two parties prosecuting one another).

hat, a more dangerous question should he raised by
the disohliged party.  Butif it should so happen that
the church cannot' well avoid declaring herself in

‘| such a case, this new-fashioned union goes forward

still, though she speaks so - ambiguously, that each
party fancies the senlence to be on ils own. side;
which was done often at Trent with great applica-
cation and art, particularly in the decrees concerning
grace, and ussurance of being justified, &e. Which
being finished, Soto and Vega diifered not only as
much, but somethipg more than they did at first;
for now they had a new question to debate, . viz.
$¢on which side the council had decreed;» and so
they fell to writing great books upon it, against one
another : but for all this they were admirably agreed
because they agreed insubmission to the council /—
From Dr. Clageit’s Truct on Cardinal Bellarmine’s
Tth note of the Church: « The Union of the mem-
bers.?—Published 4. 1). 1687,

SEARCH TOR CERTAINTY IN
: OF FAITH.
Divlogue between a Prolestant and a Papist.

Prot. You tell me I can never be certain, as to
matters of faith, unless I believe upon the authority
of the true church.

Pap. 1doy and upon the truth of this proposition
all my religion is founded. .

Prot. Butmay1 becertain as {o matters of faith,
if 1 believe upon the authority of any chuareh,
though [ am not certain whether it be the true
chinreh or not?

Pap. To what purpose do you ask this question ?

Prot. Because, if [ may, then in believing upon
the authority of the Chureh of England, which you
say is a false church, I shall be as certain as to
mallers of faith, as you who believe on the authorily
of ihe Church of Rome, which you say is the only
true church.

Pap.  Why then I will tell you, you can never
be certain as to ma‘ters of faith, in believing upon
the anthority of any church, unless you are certain
it is the true church upon whose authority you be-
lieve them,

Prot. Whysa?

Pap. Because it is not the aulhority of @ church
merely, thet is the true groand of certainty, but
the authority of the true church; otherwise the
authority of all churches, true or false, would be
equally a troe ground of certainty : and, therefore,
you can never he certain that the authority of that
church, upon which you may believe, is a true
-ground of certainty, unless you are first certain that
it is the true church. : Ll
¢ Prot. -1 .do-allow yourreason. Bul ihen, pray,
how shall T be certain that it is the true church 2
Pap, Why, this you must . examine by certain’
notes-of the {rue church, whereof-one  (and that a
principal one) is sanctity: oft doctrine, or an unerring

MATTERS

profession of the true religion. 2000 o
* Prot. > Bul, good sir, ['cannot be certain thatiit is
the true church; till'I.am first: certain’ that it | doth
not eérrin its profession 31 10 i T ey
_Pap.” No.
Prot.: - Why

y th
of all these matte
consists, before
‘church. ;
H0Pap o You must 50010 S e
- Prot. . Bat, pray, howshall “I,7if that :be ‘true:
which you told me just fow, viz. - ¢ That there is
no true ground of certainty, but the authority of the
true church 7*? for how is it possible I should ever
be truly certain, when' as yet I know no true ground
of certainty ? '

Pap. \Why, have you not the authority of the
true church?

Prot. Butasyet Iam not certain that the church,
upon whaose authority you would have me believe,
is the true church ; and till 1 am certain of this,
with what certainty can I depend upon her authority?
Would you have me be certain that whatsoever she
professes is true upen her bare word and authority,
before 1 am cerlain that she is the true church?
Ifso, why may T not as well believe -any other
church to be the true church, seeing there is no other
church but will pass its word for the truth of its own
profession, as well as yours 2 [f not, you must allow
me to have some other gronnd of certainty as to
matters of faith, besides the authorily of the true
church,  For before 1 can securely rely upon the
authority of any church, as the true ground of cer-
tainty, I must be certain that she is the true church,
and my certainly that she is the true church must
depend upon my certainty of the truthof all those
matters of faith comprised in her prolession. So
that before T am certain of the truth of her profession,
il is too soon for me to rely upon. her autherity, as
the only ground of certainty ; and when I am cer-
tain of it, it is too lale, because I am certain already.
—From Dr. Scolt’s Tract to Ezamine Cardinal
Rellarmine’s Sth note af the Sanclily of Doctrine.—
Published A.D. 1687.

THE UN-PROTESTANTIZING OF ENGLAND:
WHAT IT WOULD IMPLY.,

The Church of France has, compassionating our
benighted state, ordered prayers at many of her
altars for the conversion of England to the Roman
Catholic faith, and this, no doubt, was: sincerely
meant for our good. Even in higher quarters in-
dulgences have been granted tor the same end, - We
repeat that, so far as intended for our good, we
are grateful at least for the spirit of these “prayers.
But let us disrassionatcly look to the possibility of
their accomplishment; and if. there wete this pos-
sibility,. to their:, incvitable ' consequences. ' We
address this to some few amiable; but . young minds
amony ourselves, who' are smitten .with a hopeless
scheme of medimvalizing England. * Let us- trans-
lite the prayer for the conversion of England out of
its theologic language, ‘info that of plain practical
common sense. ‘

read ouly. under close’ or jealous ‘superintendence,

record in every houschold, from ™~ the: palace to’ the
cottnge~—which. lias been: disseminated throughout

such- devout :thankfulness—which iy .daily, or at

the pillows of:m yriadsofidying ‘men ; that  the: ser-
‘vice of the Church may.bo no Jonger in’ the. intelli-

5ib1e_‘§§n'§ci\lar_\E._‘I)g\ilg_l\x,:;b_ut‘ixynng a. fore

‘| doctrines he enforced:to the hearts
| understandings’ of hi )

_ I Itis this, that Divine Providence
-will be pleased to withdraw.at once, or jermit to be’

that English Biblé, whieh'is the family {reasare and’

the‘land with'such zealous ability, and received with:

least weekly, read in-millions of families;. and is on

absolulely strange and meaningless to the ear ;—lhat;
the communicants at the Lord’s -Supper: may not,
merely be compelled to embrace new doctrinesy: al-..-
though at variance with all their. habits of "thonght:
and reason, but be' deprived: of. one half of the .
precious spiritual sustenance, from. whence ' lheir:

hood shall withdraw into a kind of ‘unapproachable
sanctity-—they alone admitted to direct intercourse:
with God—the people only through them, and. at
their good pleasure ;—that from every parsonage in

England shall be expelled the devout wife; the pure

and exemplary daughter ; that our wisest danghters

throughout the land shall be compelled {o utter their ..
most secret, their most holy, their most, unutterable -
thoughts to some, as it may. happen,-severe and -

venerable, or young and comely priest; that’ Eng-
land may be un-Anglicised, not merely in" her
Church and in her Treligion, but in. her whole :
national character, which has grown out of, ‘and is '

throughout interpenetrated by her reformed faith ;
that we surrender the hard-won freedom  of our
thoughts, the boldness of our judgments, the inde-
pendence of our mental being, for without that abso-
lute surrender, there can be no true, full and un-
questioning conversion to the creed of Rome—mno

submission to medizval christianity.—Quarterly Re-
view.,

OUR LORD’S TEACHING. _
The discourses of Jesus have a spirit and ten-
dency which distingvishes them from all others, and
especially from the method of instruction prevalent :
in his own age. We discover in them none of the
trifling glosses upon Scripture, nor the ¢ old wives?
fables’ in which the Scribes delighted : none of the
affected obscurity or the sophistical distinctions
common in the Grecian schools of philosophy. - No -
particular stress is laid upon the explanation of doc-
trinal peints, or the interpretation of difficult pas-
sages of the Old Testament. We remark every
where a tranguil familiarity with the highest sub-
jects 3 a disposition rather to assume and authorita-
tively to enfarce, than {o demonstrate  the truths he
taught. Yet is his manner in the highest degree
affectionate. A <spirit of love” no less than ‘a
sound mind animates his exhortations as well as his
actions ; a love which, while directed towards his
heavenly Father as its supreme object, embraced all
his creatures within its bands. If his first object
was o glorify God by ¢ bearing witness to the truth,?
his second was to render that truth acceptable to his

who perfectly loved them, and was willing and able ;-
to do more for their present and eternal welfare than . -
man had ever undertaken. - His whole: soulappears
so possessed with these high purposes as to; ‘become
insensible to his own'glory ;' prepared in . this canse”
to. endure, 'even to court every extremityof shame:
and-indignity. .- Our  Lord’s teaching is - also. repre
sented as practical ;:not so. much’ calculated: to i
admiration, to gratify ‘{he inte!leet and ‘ex '
fancyy but: directly effectua supp
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vividly to-their eyes and' ears;:loconnect'them
with their.domestic usages and daily. duties.’ May

the ministers'and stewards of his mysteries be - ena--
bled more and more to approximate towards.*that .
spirit and ‘method of teaching of which their Lord ::
was a perfect example ; may their hearersremember
that it is possible, mechanically to acknowledge the.
truths presented to them in these Gospels, ‘without
any serious endeavour to view them in their genuine
force and bearings ; nay, that they may become ‘in=
lellectually masters of the whole subject: without

allowing it to have a vital influence upon their con~’
sciences, their hearts, .and their lives. Unless that
view of Scripture be: sought from above, which

sanclities the will while it enlightens the under-
standing, the philesophical exammation of its avi-

dences, or the eritical survey of its: literary cha-
tacter, will rather be of disservice to our real welfare.
Without that safeguard, such inquiries, by multi-
plying facts and notions of slight and secondary’
moment, will distract and deter us-from the simple”
reception of the word of God, as the direct commu-
nication between our souls and: that Power. who

implanted, and will again require them.—Light

Shining out of darkness. S

UNITARIAN TEACHING. L
He whois wont to expatiate in the wide field
of Revelation, surrounded by all that ‘can gratify"
the sight, or regnle the senses, reposing in its green
pastures and beside the still, transparent.waters, re-:
flecting the azure of the heavens, the- lily ‘of .the
valley, and the cedar of Lebanon,—no. sooner ap-
proaches the confines of Sucinianism, than he enters
on a dreary and a melancholy waste. . Whatever is
most sweel and attractive in religion,—whatever of -
the grandeur  that elevates, ot " the .solemnity - that -
awes the mind, is inse{)arably connected with those -
truths, it is the avowed object of that system to sub-~
vert, Andsince it is hot what we deny; but what °
we believe, that nourishes piety, no wonder: jtlan-

tleness and poverly ‘of the  Socinian ‘system: ulti~: -
mately ensures its neglect ;. because it: makesno - |

nificent; which the contemplation of nafure inspires -
and ‘gratifies; and which even nalure itself prompts |
us to anticipate in-a revelation.from" the. Eternal -
Mind.. ' By stripping religion of ‘its mysteries, it.de .
rriv_cs it of ‘more than half its: power.:- Itis an ex
hausting process, by which it is reduced o ils lgiyest .
terms. . It consists in affirming; that the’ writers” of
the New Testament' were - not, properly ‘speaking, '
inspired, noriufallible- guides:"in" Divine matters s
that Jesus Christ did not die: for our sins, nofis thy -
proper object of .worship, nor even impeccable’;it

in the sanctification

there is not any : provision’madei

of the Spirit for the aid of spirifual weaknes
cure. of spiritual: maladies's that we "have not‘an’i
tercessor-at the right'hand of God'; that Clirist:is io
present with' his sainis, nor hissaints, when they qui
the “body; present;with.the Lord ;that: midniis%ne
composed of a material and immaterial principle; hy
consists merely, ol organized matter, which'is:tatally
dissolved at'denth. " To look ™ foryelevatio "o morn

igq,.to_ngue,?.ggplimbn}fﬁomf‘Ys'uch‘-?n" fscnries__‘o purei negations
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faith has  hitherto -derived :such ' inappreciable:
strength ; that in all the public services the priest-".

hearers, to convince them that it came from one . 0%

guishes under so meagre and scanly a diet, i The lit-"- ‘

provision fur that appetite for the immense and mag:< ;



