
Canada should follow the exaiple of
the United States and adopt it. 2dly.
It is argued that the ad valoran duty,
which is calculated on the value at the
port of exportation, bears much liheavier
on sugars shipped fiom distant contries
like LIdia and China thtan upon tLhose of
the West Indies and Brazil. It is there-
fore suggested that lie ad ralorcn duty
shiould be abolisled. Nowi oae of the iost
importaint changes in the tariff was the
assessiment of the al vulorem duty on the
market value of the article in the
United States, as the effect of the draw-
back atllowî'ed ta exporters of the duties
charged was to give an immense advan-
tage to the Amnierican retiners. rte polari-
scope las perhaps hardly been sailliciently
tested as yet, but we gather from the
lilifax papers, ene of wiliich, the 3/crn-
iny Eerald, has intervieved Mir. Dustan,
Mr. Breniîer, the Hon. Alfred Joues and

lthers, that the imierchants and reliners are
at issue on the changes. It appears from
the ./orning Herald that saine journals
have expressed an opinion that the
present tiiiff lias not hlad the effect of
increasing the trade wvith the West Indies,
and Mir. Dustan lias published statistics
of the trade during the last five years, his
object being to prove the incorrectness of

that opinion. W'e should not have
iiiigiined that any doubt could exist on
the subject. The taritF was framed in the
interest of tle Canadian refiners, and lias
of course been entirely successful in its
object. Under the old tariff the imports
of sugar fromt the United States and
Great Britain were about 93u' per cent,
froni tle West Indies a little over 6, and
fron other countries less than one-lialf.
Under the prî'esenît tarifl'Great Br'itain and
the United States send in about equal
proportions rallier over 6 peri cent, WVest
hidies nearly 64, Brazil 21, and aIl other
cointries nearly nine.

Mr. Dustan lias been for sone time en-
gaged in erecting a new refinery lit Hlali-
fax wlicli, according te the reports that
ie haie received wîill be able te reine
froni 1,200 te l,500 barreIs of sugar a day,
and will be in operation in June. It

seemîs quite probable that the supply of

refined sugar iwill exceed the demand,
and if se there will be a pressure on the
Gcovernmîîîent foi' draiw'backs, and if the
United States systen should be adopted
the sucar reiliners rill receive bounîties
froni the public chest ta enable them ta
comipete in foreign markets. Tlie U1nited
States w'ill pay tleir refiners a sullicient
drawrback te enable them ta export sugars,
and Canada will in aIl probability be an-
abled te export te the United States.

T IIE RECIPROCITY CRAZE.

We are less surprised ta learn that
forty-th'eemembersofParliamentshould
have coummitted themselves to a proposi-
tion that Canada should endeavor to
effect reciprocal trade relations with
tropical countries, whose natural products
are dissiiilar from ber own, than to find
that the Minister of Finance should be,
according to the demi-otlicial organ,
" thoroughly alive to the importance of
the subject," and prepared to give it his
best attention. This notable scheme was
propounded to the Minister by Mr. P.
Fortin, M.P., a gentleman iwho has ren-
dered valuable service to the navigators
of the St. Lawrence, but who shouli bear
in mind the old adage of Il ne sutor ultra
crepilamî." Mr. Fortin refers to one or
two failtres of Gaspe merchants, owing
to depression in the fish trade, and pro-
poses that an attempt should be made to
obtain an abolition or rnaterial reduction
in the fish and lumber duties in various
countries, conditionally on the reduction
by Canada of the duties inposed on sugar
and molasses. It muist be borne in mind
that noue of the duties under consider-
ation are protective, but levied for re-
venue purposes alone. We are referring
just non' to the duties on Canadian ex-
ports. Te countries to which our fish is
chiefly exported are those in the tropics,
and are referred to by Mr. Fortin as the
West Indies and Brazil. It would be
imagined by a badly-infoi'med reader of
Mr. Fortin's letter that the West Indies
was a country with a single Government,
with whiclh trade arrangements could be
made, instead of being a group of islands,
with between twenty and thirty distinct
Governients, with nany of which such
arrangements vould be wholly iipracti-
cable, while, if 'racticable, they would be
altogether'.inexp'edieiit.

The scheme of Mr. Fortin iiolves dis-
criminating duties, and it is very improb-
able that the Imperial Government would
consent ta the establishment of sucli a
system. When it was proposed by Sir
Alexander Galt, sanie twenty years ago,
it was at once condenied by the Minis-
ters of the Crown in Enuland. But let
us for argument sake assume that there
wvould be no sucb difliculty as regards
Canada. We rere told not long sinice
that sonie such. proposition had been
subimit ted by parties in Jamaica. Now
that Izland is one of the Crown Colony
Goverrrnents, and there is an absolute
certainty that it would not be permitted
te enter into such negotiations ? Let us
even admit that this difliculty could be
surmounted, and that Jamaica would

receive our fisli and flour free of duty on
our receiving its sugar, either free or at
reduced duties. Is it not perfectly obvious
that ail the sugar-producing countries in
the world would retaliate unless we ad-
mitted their sugar on similar terms. Let
us take the case of a foreign country,
Brazil, and ask ourselves vhîether that
Empire would venture ta discriminate
against the United States in favor of Cana-
da, wlien the great bulk of its exports
are taken by the former country. The
iatural products of Canada are te a
great extent similar te those of the
United States, 'and we cannot expect to
avoid competition with the exports of that
country in the markets of the voi'ld.
Even the British colonies would not ven-
ture te discriminate against the United
States in oui favor.

AIl that ie have a riglt te expect from
the customers of our products is that we
shall be admitted into their markets on
the sanie ternis as the most favored
nations. We have a recognized authority
te impose whatever duties we please,
and the parent state seeks no preference
in our markets. Where foreigners, like
the French, discriminate against us, our
onîly redr.essis the power to retaliate,
but it would be a suicidal policy for a
young and thinly-populated country like
Canada ta adopt discriminating duties,
wrhich would assuredly lead te retaliation
against us. It ouglit.,. likewise, te be
borne in mind that our entire trade with
the West Indies and Brazil is only about
five'per cent of our total trade, irhile that
with Great Britain and the United States
is over 90 per cent. It would be, unîder
such circumstances, little short of insanity
te attempt te divert trade out of its
natural channels, and thereby te provoke
the hostilit-y of nany countries which
are now admitting our exports on most
favorable ternis, imposing mere revenue
duties which fall on their ovrn con-
stumiers.

4THEM SMOK"E."

The work of adjusting Fire Losses is not
aliways wvithout a briglt side5 sometimes
there is the payment of a genuine àlaim
honestly prepared and clearly stated, and
sometimes there is the reception of a
claim so utte'ly ridiculous as te make fun
for ail concernied.

After a large fire in a small town every-
body is concerned te know what every-
body is te get from the insurance con-
panies. Sometimes this curiosity arises
froni interest in a neighbor's welfare,
sometimes from a desire te collect an
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