
./Pventures of Bertholde.
thraw themfelves at the feet of the queen,
tell hrr their misfortune, and entreat her
to make ufe of her authority and credit
with the king to prevent the efféas of his
anger, and they al1 unnanimoufly em-
braced the propotal ; but while they were
preparing ta fer out, a page from that
princefs came for the box, on which they
<cturned for anfwer, they were bringing
it ; but they no fooner flood -before the
queen, than perceiving the box in the
h.and of the governor's lady, fhe viewed
it with eagernefs, (natched it, and in\ an
initant opened the lid, when confufed and
atlunihed ihe burli into a rage againit the
king, for having (ported with a curiofity
that had given her the extremeil inquie.
tude wii thte governor's lady with a-
bundance of tears, acknowledged lier
fault, and in the name of ali the ladice,
b:gged her to endeavour to obtain their
pardon. The queen was fenfible of their
afflidions, and promifed ta undertake
their caufe.

l1i the mean time, the king, who waired
for them, was fuiprifed at their delay,
and had mentioned it to Bertiolde, who
imputed it to the fuccefs of his firatagem.
White they werc talking on this fubjea,
the queen entered, accompanied by the
ladies, to the nuiber of about 3oo, wien'
their melancholy and dejeted air confirm-
cd the truth of this opinion.

The king, having feated the qeen by
his fide, afked the caufe of this vit ; You
have read, faid the, the requeft I caufed
t0 he prefented to you yefilerday, ýin the
name of aIl there ladies, and we are come
foi.the anfÇwer you promifed to give uJe
is in thisj box, anfwered the king, anr at
the lame timte was going to open it, 'Your
majefty may (pare yourfelf the trouble,
replied the queen, the bird i' flown : The
curiofit.y ni thefe ladies ha. caufe4 this ac-
cident, and you fÇe them ail at your: ma.
jefly'ý feet to iniplore ynur pardon. / And
indeed the ladies as foon'as the king at-
tempted too pen it, had proftrated them.
(eOves with their faces to the ground.

At thefe words the king feeming in a
violent rave, le it thus then, faid he, in
ai angry tone; is it thus that you obey
me? Have >fu let the bird fly that I in-
trudled to your care, in-fpite of the (tri&
orders I gave you tu the contrary ; and
have ycu the iron( after'this, tr coiae to
tne todeiie me to admit you into ali my
council, and to enter into the affairs o
my governrment and kingdomn ? -ML can
you keep the fecrets' that, will be there
treated of, fecrets of the greatehi impor-
tiance, lince on thofe principally depend
the happinef6 or hifery of my pcople, the
profpeity ot ruin of my kingdoîxî, and tle

.fafety or fall of my ttrone ? How can you
reift your inclination to divulge them,
when in (pite of my prohibitions and
tireatenings, you have not been able ta
reflrain your curiolity for half a day. Go,
fooli(h as you are you deferve ta be. pu.
ni(hed with the utmont feverity: But out
of refpeâ*for the queen, who has conde-
Ccended to intereft herfeif in youi ifafairs,
I content to pardon you ; but let me, for
the time ta comte, never hear of the like
extravagancies. And helievc me, it is not
without the beft and the moft folid rua.
fans, that the laws have excluded syou

from the goverrnment.
The king's plcafure at the fuccefs of

this fcheme was not lefs than the morti.
fication the poor ladies fuffered in hear-
ing this difcourfe ; and * they were no
fooner gone, 'then [le màde his acknow.
ledgments ta Berrholde. ''he more [
know you, faid he, the more I efteem and
admire you; as a proof of my fatisfadion,
receive fron-my hand this ring, and my
treafurer fhall give.you a thoufand crowns.
Do not be difpleafed, replied Bertholde,
if I difobey you ; my hincerity lias already
made nie too nany enrùies, for whomrr
however, I do.not care a farthing, for he
who defires nothing, and lias nqtling, has
nothing ta fear. Nature .has made me
free, and I refolve to keep my freedum ,as
long'as my life ; but I cannot be free, if
1 take your prefents, for as the proverb
fays, He who takes, fels himrfelf. Hôw
then, replied the king, (hall 1 'flhewany
gratitude ? i have leard, faid Bertholde,
that it is more gioriousAo defrve te' La-
vours of a 'prince and in refufe then,
than ta receive without deferving them.
if I was capable of vanity, your good-
will would be more agreeàble ta me titan
all the prefeats inthe world.
. While they weretalking in this manner,
the king received a letter fro-im the q!teen,
who, refoiving to be revenged on rite can fe
of the ladies' dif'grace, fent for the unhap-
py peafant, who by many artifices evadid
the farce of lier refentment. Sh.eiad tour
large dogs placed in the court throu<h
which lie was to pafs, in ordcr to cear hin
ta pieces - this he was inforned.of, and
gtcting a brace of livc haret, carried,thea-
under his arm, anid letting then 'loofèat
the .appr'ach of the nogs,. was inhtantly
delivered from thefe enimnies. He thtii,
to'the queer's fuirprize, appeared bcfore
hfir, was pur into a fack, and in this con.
dition. conhned in.' a room till the n,;xt
day, when he.was ,ta be throvi into-tle
river ; but he had the addrefs 0o per fuade
the fuldier w ho was fet over b , tout
himn out and take his p lace; and then

-ftealing the queen'à robe aad lier Veil, n

117


