Adventures of Bertholde.

throw themfelves at the feet of the queen,
tell ber their misfortune, and entreat her
to make ufe of her authority and credit
with the king to prevent the eff<@s of his
anger, and they all unnanimoufly em-
braced the propofal 5 but while they were
preparing to fer out, a page from that
orincefs came for the box, on which they
returned for anfwer, they were bringing
it ; but they no fooner flood -before the
queen, than perceiving the box in the
hand of the governor’s lady, fhe viewed
it with eagernefs, fnatched it, and in:an
inftant opened the lid, when confufed and
aflonithed the bucl into a rage againit the
king, for having fported with a curiofity
that bad given her the extremeft inquie-
tude ; when the governor's lady with a-
bundance of tears, acknowledged her
fault, #and in the name of all the ladies,
brgued herto endeavour to obtain their
pardon. The queen was fenfible of cheir
aftlictions, and promifed to undertake
their caufe. ot

Ia the mean time, the King, who waited
for them, was furprifed at their delay,
and had mentioned it to Bertholde, who
imputed it to the fuccefs of his firatagem.
While thiey were taiking on this fubje@,
the quccn entered, accompanied by the

ladies, to the number of about 300, when'

their melancholy and dejeéed air confirm-
ed the truth of this opinion.” o

The king, baving fvated the queen by
his fide, afked the cauie of this vifit ; You
have read, faid fhe, the requeft 1 caufed
to he prefented to you yeflerday, in the
name of zll thefv ladies, and we are come
for the an{wer you promifed to give us, It
is in this box, anfwered: the king, and at
the tame time was going to open it, Your
majefty may - fpare yourielf the trouble,
replied the'queen, the bird i's Aown ; The
curiofity ol thefe ladies has caufed this.ac.
cident, and you fee them all at .your ma.

jefty’s feet ro iniplore your pardon, - And-
indeed the ladies as foon as the king  at-

tempted to open it, had proftrated them.
felves with their faces. to the ground, .
At thefe words the kiog feeming io a
violent rage, Is it thus then, faid he,. in
4n aongry tane; is it thus that you obey
me? idave you let the bird fiy that I in-
trufled to your care, in fpite of the fri@
orders | gave you to the contrary; and
have ycu the tron( afterthis, to come to

- extravagancies,

1ne to'defire me to admit you into all my -

councils, and ro'enter into clie affairs of
my government and Kingdom ? “How can
you heep the fecrets’ that. will be there
reated of, fecrers of the greatefl impor.
tance, fince on thofe principally depend
the happnchs or mifery of my people, the
profperity o1 ruin of my Kingdom, and the
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fafety or fall of my throne ? How can you ,
refift your inclination to divulge them,
when in fpite of my prohibitions and
threatenings, you have not been abie to
rettrain your curiofity for half a day. Go,
foolifh as you are you deferve to be pua
nithed with the utmof feverity: But out
of refpeét'for the queen, who has condc.
fcended to intereft berfelf in your affairs,
I confent to pardon you; but let me, for
the time to come, never hear of the like
And helieve me it is not
without the beft and the mott folid rca.
fons, that the laws have cxcluded you
from the government, - L
The king’s plealure at the fuccefs of
this fcheme was not lefs than the morii.
fication the poor Jadies fuffered in hear-
ing this difcourfe; and ~they were no
fooner gone, then he made his acknow.
ledgments to Bertholde. T'he more [
know you, faid he, the more | efteem and
admire you; as a proof of my fatisfa&ion,
receive fromi-my hand thig ring, and my
treafurer fhall give.you athoufand crowns,
Do not be difpleafed, replied Bertholde,
if I difobey you ; my fincerity has already
made me too many encmies, for whomn
however, 1 do pot care a farthing, for he
who defires nothing, and has nathing, bas
nothing to fear. Nature has made me
free, and 1 refolve to Keep my freedom as
long'as my life ; but I cannot he free, if
I take your prefents, for as the proverbd
fays, He who takes, fells himfelf. How -
then, replied the Kking, fhail 1 Thew, iny
gratitude ? I have heard, faid Perthold,
“that it is more glorious _to deferve the' ja.
vours “of. aprince. and to refufe them,
than to receive without deferving them.
If | was capable of vanity, .your good-
will would be more agrecable to me than
.all the prefentsinthe warld, ~ ©
While they weretalkidg in this manner,
the king received a letter from the gueen,
who, refolving to be revenged on the caonfe |
_of the ladies® difgrace, fent for the unhap-.
‘py peafant, who by many artifices evaded ~
the force of her refentment.  She had four. -
large dogs placed in the court through
which he was to pafs, in order to cear him
-to pieces ;' this he was informed of, and
getting a brace of live hares, carried. them:
under bis arms, and letting them loofe‘at -
the approach of the aogs, was inttantly -
delivered from thefe enceies, He. the,
to the queen’s furprize,- appeared before
her, was putinto afack, and in this con.
_dition conhined -in‘ a’ room till the nuxt”

.

" day, when be.was to be thrown into.the

river ; but he'had the addrefs 10 perfuads
the fuldier who was fst over hiur, toet -

himn out and' take his place; and thea
Lftealiog the queen’s rube and her veil, in -
C this .



