Vindication of ‘the Study of Polite Literature. 198
than the ruder 'G'Cl:mansl and Spaniards, whom they oppofed. This mo-
narch, the patron of polite learrunyg, like Augaftus, riveted, it is true,
the fetters of {lavery on the nation ; yet, at the fame period, amidit the
flourithing growth of Icicuce and elegant learnmg, the Englith fixed on a
firm bafis, their admirable conflitution. s ‘
" How little the deftiny of ancient governments ought, at prefent, to ex-
cite our alarm, every reflectiug mind will eanly perceive.  Extent of ter-
ritory and power are more cqually diltributed 5 envy and fear, the centi-
nels of the firong, prove the guardians of the weak : reftrained by findnce,
war s iefs calculated for conquelt thau for defence ;- knowiedge 1s applied
tothe advaniuge of lociety. Without oppoung the mo lerate claims of the
human paflions, their cxcels only is confltgned to punifhment; the demands
of liberty feck au equality in natural, rather than in acquired privileges ;
ratherprivace lecurity, than potlitical pre.emineice. An uniformity of con-
ductwiil then tecure modern governments againft all chofe calamives which
flow not from foreign and external caules, But, perhaps,-I have examin-
ed, oo minutely, an argument-which the more intelligent adverlaries of
literature will not very itrenuoully defend, . S
“ Lo enforceour realoning, we need not, they will alledge, have. re-
courfe to hiftory, norexhibit initances of extreme danger to thew the ne-
ceility of condemniny the effetts of clegant learning. Itis enough, if
marnkind be more effeminate, more criminal, than in former times. If,
from our degeneracy; we have realon to cxpeét a progeny f{till more cor-
rupt than ouviclves 3 is owr tmprovemeat in knowledge to be confidered as
advantageous ? By giving new play to affe€tions, have not the purfuits of
elegant lzarning materialiy contributed to produce the evils of which we-
now comyplain 9’ o ) '
~ Prevented, as I am, by a want of leifure, not bya dread of the weight
- of my opponent’sargaments, from replyingat large to objeétions, on the
minds of many very deeply impretfed by the deluding colours of elo-
quence ; yet a concile view of ‘the progrels ot lociety” will evince, thet no
comparifon has been made between the advantages and evils ; that, if a
change of manners be a calamity, it 1san unavoidable one; and. that a mere
effect has been prepolteroully miftaken for a caufe. o CL
. -Amidit the variety of human conditions, there is none which can boalt:
advantages, unconnetted with difadvantages. Thefe, on the contrary, will
feldom be found unaileviated, if we fet alide ‘the unnatural fituations - of-
defpotifm on the one hand, and of flavery and oppreffion on the other.
The (tace of favages, their gradual progreis in" civilization, 1 .forbcar men-
tioning.. It will not be necetfary to refute thole, whodclignt in declaiming
on the felicity of barbarilm, if it be conidered with what difficulry favages
provide for \their {uftenance, what cealelefs hoftility they excreife againft
each other, and that langeur clouds, and frequently {hortens their monoto-
nous lives, . .. ‘ ’
Taught to depend no longer for {ubfiftence on the deitrultion of animals,
or onthe {pontaneous produttiou's. ot_the_ earth, but obh'ged.to cultivate the -
ground, mankind fixed on a determined {pot, though not w1tho\uy danggr of
being expeiled by invaders more powcrfu} than theinteives. . &(ugh a i1tua-
tion the dawn of fociety prci'ents to our view ; bult 'huw glogmy 1s yet t_hc
px?fpe& !~Turning our cyes-frv?n% Ttesde{’croyed in their mfancy 5 frox;x
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