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. furs;were bronght from countries far north ; ‘from the laiid of :Derknesy,
", and regions ‘alindst” fhaccessible -by: réason: of .morasses and.ice.. “The,
= =Welsh set 2 high value on furs'as‘emly as the time of Hlowel Dda;-who -
" - liggan his reign about 940. - In themext age, furs became the fashionable

. magnificence of Europe. .When Gudfrey of Boulogne, and his followers, -
- appeared “hefore ‘the! Etnpeiot - Aléxis . Comnénus,-at Constantinople, -on
-" . their.way. to.the Holy Land, he-was struck.with the richnéss of: their
* dresses.~ How: différent . was ‘the -advance of luxury.in France from the
‘time-of their -great monarch. Charlemagne, whio:contented himg_e_lf “with
" théplain fiir of thewotter |. ~Henry I..of England, wore. fur’; yet.in his
. diétress was obliged 'to chiange them for. warm Welsh 'f‘lannbl.}-Bu_t'~1n the -
year 1387,  the-luxury had got to-such a head,, that Edward IIT. enact-
&d, ‘that 'all ‘persons who-could, not spend.a hundred.-g-year should abso:
lutely be prohibited the tse-of ‘this 'speciesof finery. - “These, from: their
i -great expense, miust have ‘been foreign furs, obtained from the Italian
“Loor commercinl Stites;: whose ‘traffic- was-at . this . period: boundless. = How
strange.is_the revolution of ‘the Fur Trade. The north of Asia at that
time stpplied ‘Europe ‘with, every. valuable ‘kind.:' At presént. we',send
from Canfda and Hudsoh's Bay, fifrs, to an’ iminéns€ amount, eveh to
'Ti]rke'\ nd distant C 4’. : o RRSeE ' e T
. ",'W}izni'tli'e ‘French ‘inade theit first appearance, in Canada,:.amd: before, -
+ they'had’ any interéovirse withi ‘tlie aboriginal “inhabitants; fiurs appeared*
* - potto haveformed ‘an‘article ‘o :

e-for) ! hé slightest-comiiierce amongst thiem ;
" and''seemed only to liave heen-used ‘as ‘clothing, or ds"tents'to the more
_vandering tribes.~ "Befote the-digcdvery: of tliis country, the forests- with .
- which’ it'was oveririin Were little ‘more thaii'the extensive haunt of: wild
7 heasts; whichhad “multiplied prodigiotisly ;-because the ‘few'men who
lived in"those deserts “having o Hocks or ‘tame-animals, left-more ‘room
4 andd' more food | for such'ds were wandering ‘dnd free’ like'themnselves. “If -
“the natire of the'climate' did not‘afford an . idfinite varicty, ‘each ‘species
. 'produced; at least; a miltitude of individuals. - But; like the wild anjiials
- - of the,more ancient régions of the woild, ‘they atlast’paid tribute to'the |
_sovereignty of man, that cruel power which hasalivays been cxercised'in |
a manner so fatal'to every living ‘ereature. | "Having neither arts‘nor Tius-
“bandry to employ them, the'savages féd and clothed themsglves ‘entirély -
with the wild" beasts'thej destroycd.. ‘As soon, -howevet, ‘as ‘the hafives.
were niade to understand ‘the valieswhich Tuxury had ‘led Europessis'to
put upon their skins, ‘theywaged & perpetual sar against'them';’ which
was the more active;' as it procured them'plenty, and i variety of gratifi-
cation which they were unaccustomed ‘to ; @ind the raore ‘destructive, ‘as
they had adopted the use of fire-arms. This fatal industiy exercised in‘the
u ‘woods of Canada, octasioned a great quantity and a prodigious variety of
= . fars to be brought into the ports of France, some of which wefe consumed -
'in’tlie kingdom, and’the‘rest’ disposed ‘of “itt ' thie neighliouring: countiies.
We'hiave alréndy seen that most 'of these furs had Deen ‘dlreaily vnir
i Jurope, but ifi too small quantities to supply a general demand: , ‘Caprice
and:novelty have made them. always more or legs. in-fashion, sinice it-has'
been’ found to be the: interést of thé: American : colonies. that they.

~should be valued in the mother countries; .

.+ In 1626 the French*had .only tlirce wxjg;th_z'sifé

with-pales in.Canada, ' The largest 'of these ¢ohtained -but fitty inhabi-
tants, including men, \romen; end children, * The climate had not.proved -




