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bread, with n morsel of cheese. This primitive repast over
and the troy removed, we brought over our study books nnd,
sented ourselves near the lamp, George rejoicing in the variety
and scholastie appearance of half & dozen different volumes
whilat T was yet restricted to.the dullest of all spelling books
without even n childish tale of twelve lines to enliven the
monotonons coliwinng of spelling, or the cqunlly nrid 1oral
axioms wnd proverbs of which the reading part entirely con-
risted, A balf howr's study was followed by & balf hour's in-
struction from my father—he was our only preceptor-—nnd
then the snme servant re-entered to bring us to bed, .
The latter, Dorothy Hurst, a tall, angular woman, singularly
plain in point of feature, had lived with my futher in the
cupueity of house-keeper for many years before his marringe,
wind though ubrupt, ¢even harsh at times in manner, was really
ndevoted, faithful kervant,  When my father bude furcwell

with his young wife, 0 few months after their nuptinls, to the !

quivt Bnglish town in which they hid both been brought up
and emigrted to Canadn, Dorothy had accompanied thém and
continued fo hold undisputed, in the New land ns she had :,l«.mc
in the Ol the responsible post of honse-keeper,  On the
night in question, Dorothy happencd to be in what she herself
termed one of her “erossagrained humonrs.”  She angrily

sy .

And you, Dunmore; yowll give me your word that you will ‘partridge, the ball might glince to
alwayy keep her with themn ?' and she turned to your popa. v :
He could only sny yes, short and sharp-like, for his heart was | after a fatile discussion of the. point, George would march off
full, and he was always afraid of showing what he felt, so 17| in stately wrath, declaring that for a girl who wasso thoroughly
!)cliuvc she died without knowing half theé great love that was at home in the clasgics, so well read in all the laws and phe
in his- heart for” her, ~ Well, well, she was't one for this ! nomenn of science, such cownrdiee was. at once disgeaceful
troublesome world,  Too. gentlé, too delicate-like.  Ah! jvs | and ridiculous. 1 have somectimes wondered since was ther
well for than thut's called carly homet? i iinything prophetic or instinetive in the shuddering aversion
With such rewiniscences ns these did Dorvothy while many | I always felt towards the Jong brown rifle, with its gleaming
u gloomy autumn or winter evening us we all three sat round | bore and delicate trigger, which George carried with such
Lhe stove in our blenk bed-rocm, dimly lighted by onie poor { ciareless geee on his shoulder. .
candle, whilst the wind rattled the ill-fitting windows and As ln_\'. brother advanced in age, my father somcewhat relaxed
doors, or filled the lurge half cinpty house with strange echo- | the severity of his domestie rule, at least in his case—George
ing noises, wailing and mouning meanwhile outside in a weird | had always been the favourite—and when the usual routine of
manner that made us draw closer to the old servant with beat- | instruction and study was over, would permit him to be ab-
ing hearts and suspended breathing, sent for hours at a time without questioning him in any
How often did | lic awake long hiours after Dorothy bad { manner. One duy that he had been away for-a considerable
cnrefully tucked me up in bed, thinking of the loving young | puriod, he and I were sitting  alone after his return in the
maother I hed go carly lost, and yearning with a passionate | chiamber adorned with a fuw old-fnshioned maps and scantily-
]‘{"la'i"x_»,' to be clapsed in her arms, to feel even once her fond ! stored book-shelves, which we dignified by the name of study,
kises on my forchead,  Then, as the thought would arise, | and were hoth oeeupicd with our tasks.  On suddenly Inoking
that this never, uever could be, [ would give way to paroxisnis | up ! found that iy compuanion, whom I had supposed decp
of gricf, stifling my sobs under the thick coverings with an i in his Greck translation, was attentively regardiog mysclf.

wards myself ; or, in short, 1
wik  coward whose pusillunimity was incurable; and often

M

turned upon us ur we somewhnt hygingly followed her through
thi Jong bare parsages, up the unpainted, unearpeted stairs, to
enquire if we inténded Ketpimg her all night in the damyp pas-
sages and bring o oan attack of her rhenmatism,  On this we
hurried our steps, bt as we parted in the hall—tGeorge
oceupied nosmall bederoom next the lnrge desolute cliumber in
which Dovothy and I slept—he enconragingly whispered, sall
this is preciows dall, Ada, but it won't last for ever,  Wait tild
I'monoman, and P take yon ool of this gloomy barruck of o
dungeont’’ ’

Whin my DIGLIET was eXvited e nlways cmployed two or
theer superfluous adjectives to give additional force to his
Sentences,

Alus! poor, bright-eycd, fair-haired George, that dream so
vonfidenily indulged in, was never to be realized, Yt the

hapes it inspired cheered many a lonely day, enlivened many |

it sorrewlud might!

Morning dawned, dark and riiny, a chilly enast wind bringing |

with it those dikpiriting infinences so frnugbt with sufloring
tosnany delionte organizations, Weclildren, however, Dlessed
as we were with eliildhood's nsund happy bicthright—1 speak
of childhood neither over-fed, overalosed, nor aversinduly, d—
formmd runshine or storm make littde difterence to us, The
routine of oir fives remrained the sane, except that the hour's

exercise, taken nfter vur brenkinst of bread and milk, was con-

tined to the upper part of the house instead of being passed on
the bankx of the aforesaid =lnggish strearny, donting mininture
honts on its surface, or, gathering with fntinite engerness,
pevhides that were destined to be remorsely thrown aside a
few anoménts atterwards,  "Fhiree hours of mingled stady and
instruction undey our father's direction was followed by an

varly stinple dinner, from which pastey, jellics wnd condiments
of vvery kind were rigorously excloded—the master of the

house dixapproving of them on hypgienic principles—then cume
a couple of hours of cocreation, genemlly peissed ont of doors
study again, our simple supper, stwdy, and bed, Such o i,

despite its monatony and our comphote olatioun from the
cuter world, from the companionship of Children of our own

awe, might S0l have heen happy Lad it been brightencd by
atfection or tenderness: but hevond \\h:lt'(’hrm"gu and 1
cherished dine oure Jonely Jitthe hearts for Giel other, none fell,
at least in ontwand seeming, to onr share. Our honsehold -
tuiners were bt two in nnmber, an elderly man-servant, as

surly "and diseorecable as it was possiide to ey, and Dorothy,

The latter, as 1 have alrendy said, was Kind-heatied and sin-
cerely attin hed to us, She often used (o take e on her Inp,
ad whilst cnectreling me with one arm, deaw Georpge towards
her with the other, and tell ns abont the pretty voung motlu-p
who had landed fair and blooming ju Canada ane Tright spring
morning, and who, after five vears of wedded Tife, ad quictly

breathed out her existence in Dorothy's arms without o single

sich or sign of regeet, more than the infant son whe had pro-
ceded bier by sonte months to the tomb,
Wt what did sloe die of, Dorothy 2 1 wounld sometines
gnestion,
w Well, the doctors called it deeline,

and friends she had Tert, as well as the mostal dullness of the
pluce here thit Killed ber; though, to be sinee, it was gayer
and finer in those duys than it is now: " and the spenker
would il into a train of musing from which it was sometimes
difticult to vouse her,

s And was she as mach armid of pnop s we are
George would boldly cnguire.

& Na, child, no! Why shonll she be? Mr. Dunmore loved
her deardy, but somebow he hadn't much the way of showing
what he felt, Not being used to the ways of the conntry
here he Jost lots of money, vie way or the other, wlen he first
caine out,  Later, he was worried with lnw suits and many
ather vexations, so that perhaps he hadn't as mueh liveliness
and cheerful ways as such a winsome young crenture might
hnve Hked or expected,
heart, Six months after, his hair was
as stooped as he is to-day.
Kinee” ‘

« Put, Dorath, why isn't the house guayer?  Why don't we
have fine dinnery, horses, dogs) and visitors? - A thint wounld
soon cheer him up.”?

o

“
‘

< wrav——himself nlinost
He bas never been the same man

# Beeause, Master Qeorge, (here is neither means nor money

for such things., The law suits all went mgainst your poor
papr, and he is obliged to live very savingly now, 1, who
have known him so Jong, can tell you he is anything bt
stingy or ungenerous by unature,  He never looked closely
wfter money when he had it”

“ And did you love mamman very much?™ 1 would. question |

in tvrn.

“Did T love her very much, Miss Ada?
waould not be heve to-day perhaps,
wark heavy—the wages—though T donot mind that much—
light, and the Master, hut my tongue runs too fast, so H just

Aye, did I, or ]

say the master al tines is dull-like ; and yet, please the Lord) |

PH never leave this house Gl i turned ont or carvicd out”?
“Phat means Gl you are dead, does it not? ¥ asks practical
Givorge. ]
wust, my boy.  Your poor maunma, the very day she left
us for Heaven, turned to me and saidy ¢ Dovothy, | can dic as
happily nud willingiy as n Jittle tived child fnlls asleep—her
very words, T have never forgotten them since—if you'tl- pro-

‘ They may have been
richt, bty tor oy part, T think it was fectting tor the home

olttspoken

Well, her death nearly broke  his

The place is lonvly—the

instinctive dislike to betraying my emotion, unusual at so © % Do yon know, Ada, that you are growigg very handsome ?”
i early an age, C he abruptly said, 1 met Nellie Carr to-day, and though she
Time sped on, but Lroaght no changes to our housciwld, : lookerld ns pretty z2nd blooming as a rose, when I eonit o
except that George and mysclf inercased daily in steengthand | exumine your tuce, 1 find she is not to be compared with you.
Cstature, advancing rapidly also in our studi always, of | Her features are small and regular cnough, but she has not
feourse, noder my futher's <ols care. Only son of an English © that vetined intelligent_look that you have”
‘ votntry gentluman, a careful classical education had fully | Astonishment kept e mute for o moment. The gratuitous
sdeveloped in hin s natural love for science and study, the § information that I was handsome—the tirst time I had heard
;_ pursuit ot which furmed now the chief oceupation, is well ad b or imagined such a thing, for Dorothy had but one standard
; ,—N'I'{l_i’\_rl:.l.‘y.v(”ij:_.hiﬁ eXIsbtenee, AL res) !r_-,l_y‘_u_,_,llnring');is youth, of T of Leennd v, wulden-haired muother,
stwo ar three years on the coutinent, hwd enabled him to add - manner f'usa,-ml_.ln-«l, and she had always led me to infer by her
halian languages, Though the course of education we were | in puint of goad looks—coupled with this familiar mention of
fpuarsuing with such undlagring industry was admirably caleu- “an unkuown female Ny, overwhelmed me with surprise,
smust be acknowledged it was not so well adapted for a voung - marked, the colour mounting, however, up through his fair
Plady, At fifteen vears of age | knew nothing whatever of * skin to the very roots of his hair, #Nellie Curr s the

|
i

S|

o i classival lore, prsfect knowledee of the French and lamentations over the latter viccumnsiance that Twas d
D lated to prepare oy brother for almost any career in fife, it @ Pray, Ada, do not loek =0 bewildered ™ he laughingly re-

'
Cmusic, drawing or faney-work, but then [ was well acguainted - danghter of that good-natured farmer, 2t whose place, onu the
; with French and Halian, had mastered the rudiments of Latin | ontskirts of the wood, vou and I stopped onee last summer
_‘uud Grecek, whilst many « tall, over-grown school-boy might * for a drink of milk, when tired out with our long dusty
Chave cnvied me (e facility with which T could coustrne a © walk.”

Sdiffteult problem in Enclide History, hiography, were to us |
s what the perusal of amuzing tales is to other children, mere @ & No, she was in o ncightouring village with a childless

pastime 1 and o than once George and T bitterly deplored @ annt of hers whe has almost brought her up. I you remem-
momelancholy conclave, the anfortunate accident of wy sex, * ber, though, we maude the acquaintanee of a little rosy-cheeked
i which would prevent me accompanying him to College, my © feltow, whom you took on vour lap and wanted to coax walk-

father having hinted that he intended sending him there at a @ ing with you tor a balt hour. I met this little yonngster to-
ater period—and would keep me moping at home with - day, strawherrving in the wood, with a slight tall pretey sister
¢ borothy, instead of striving for the honours which T would  as rory-checked as himself, and there was a formal introdm--
have so fair a prospect of winming, if only afforded a chance ! tion, then a sociable chag, and finally a strawberry feast, eaten
inthe rce. As 1 grew older, thix theught induced a certain { unt of an carthenware bowl and & cracked soup plate; A
discourmgzement, a conviction of the inutility to one of wmy § couple of old mossy logs served for tables and seats; and you
sex of the abstrose masculine studies to which T was devoting ¢ hiave no idea bow delizhitful it all was”

Py Ttime and energics. My father at once perceived the | 1 mused for a moment jo sitence over this picee of informa-

Colmnge, and on sternly questioning me as to the canse, was | tion, scarcely knowing whether to foel pleasad or sorrey. Re-

. ieankly answerad, cn mber, reader, George and 1 owere as inexperisnecd as two

“ Listen to ma, Ada” he brietly and coldly said. 1 have | ehildren, destitute of the worldly knowledge  which  the
no dower to give—no inheritance to léave vou,  Accept then, : perusal of cven a few novels of the day would have imparted.
sall Thave in my power to bestow, It will, at least, serve . @ Well, what are you thinking of, Ada?  Why don't you

hereafter to render yon independent ™ ) =peak “Waould you like to come with me te-morrew,  dhe

“ RBat, fther™ D timidly remonstrated. # 1 know nething ; said they would be steaw berrying sgain, and 1 will leave my
whatever of musie, which is; 1 believe, considered cssential to @ gun at hone " . ’

Caowoman’s education) nor of drawing” i s bPdo nut know what to =av,” 1 slowly rjuined, shaking

“ Nonsense, child ! he sharply interrapted. ¢ You knoew | my hewd, 0 n the first place papa, who has alwavs kept ns

« that which ix far more important.  Any boarding-sehool chit ; jn such complete scclision, would nat Hke it, 1 feel assurad

Cvan give a smattering of the accomplishments just mentioned, " then she is of comumon parentage”

“hut you will not mert many wemen capable of fmparting as -« Yer, bat e waist and bands are as small as vour ewn, and
thorough aud complete an cducntion as you will, heveafter, be <he had a prettier hat and dress on than you woaar oven en
able todo if you only persevere in what you have so well D Sandays”

cvommenced, Resides; as T cannot afford to semd yon to a g s Phat may e 1 replied, still nnconvinedd, <but 1 ieed-—

boarding-school, yom have no other resonvee.” certain <he ix not as well cdacated.”

After this, I returned more cheerfully to my vsual studies, - @ 0oh roodness ! No” he ceturned, going off into o stcces-
Deoneentrating entirely on them the attention and care, which | sion or vinging, merey laughs. = Such grammar! such pre-
Pdifferently situated, T owould probably have frittercd away ax | nunciation! why she docsn’t  know her” own mother tongue,
many young girls of the age 1 was then, generally do, on dress, s mueh Tess the ditferent languages that you have at the tip of
pleasure or frivolons reading.  Greek voots, however, and - vour tongue, as perfeetly as your prayers,  Tay langh now”

mathematical problems, had not imparted to wmy nerves the fand e wiped the mirthful tears from his eyes, - but | tell

jut we saw no Nellie then, George!”

Cdegree of strength and masculine power they might possibly § von it was no laughing matter when I owas with her. Why
chave done to my intelléctual facnlties, and 1 possessed ax ! felt <o mueh for her, 1 oscarerly knew where to look, and at
sinveterate a tereor of fire-arms, as great & dislike to fishing, - cach new blunder or arbarism, used to colour up like «

boating or shooting pursuits, as any young Miss
Cthe most genteel Ladies” Academy,

finished ™ in ) =chool-miss. You are right, Ada,” he continued, beceming
In vain my brother, who . suddenly grave, < we must give up the strawberry feasts, - tor
was passionately fond of all such pastimes, vemonstrated, @ she wonld be_no fitting companion for you”
Pridiculed and encournged. My timidity, which was constitn- & Xor for you either, George,” was my prompt rej 1y,
tional, inherited probably from my poor mother, was proof @« T don’t know that.  Yoeu see our sex have wider privileges
against every persnasion. I remember distinetly, even at this ; than yonrs, but, perhaps, vou arve right in that respéct too,
¢ distant date, how, when he had sometines succecded in sedu- i There is o point about her which I could not help ad-
Ceing me into the light Hittle <K, which he bad cadled by wmy § miring,  She is as full of pluck and courage as yvou are want-
s name, the quailing of wmy heartas we went farther and farthev g in both, 1 had Loft my gun standing agninst a tree at
ffrom shore, and how a sudden ripple on the water, a-curl nl'f, some little distance, when she chnneed, in making prepars-
; fonm, or n brooding dark cloud overhead, wonld make me turn | tions for our banquet, to appreach it - Take care, it is loaded,
sick with terror, till George, moved to compassion by my pale { T said.  Instead of recoiling with a little feminine shrick or
i ngitated face, wonld turn back to shore, solacing his aunoy- 1 a territied start, as; hem—I will not be personal, Adu, Int
cance by muttering ¢ & Tis certainly fortunate after all, Ada, ) will only =ay, as some young girls would have done, =lic
that you are not a boy, for you wonld bave heen anawfal mafl, ; coolly touk it up, and before 1 could divine her intention,
fa miserabile coward 7 t discharvged both harrels in the air, apologetienlly remarking

a A disgrace to thesex, Grorge,” T wonld smilingly rejoin, as i to wme, brother Johnny might et near to it and do mischivl,
i 1 stepped on land again. & Who knows though, that T may i 1 always look after father's—she pronounced it faythers—
Cnot possess - double share of moral conrage to atone for the | gun when [ happen to be at home.” o :
want of that physieal bravery in which I'am so lamentably |« And yon are not afrmid 27 1 enquived, . Her lsugh of
deficient 77 Whethery 1 possessed and displayed at a later © mingled surprise and anicrth was answer suflicicnt. She can
period, the quality thus lightly alluded to, my readers will | row, spear as well as cateh fish,  1s it not (oo bad, Ada, that
judge for themselves; but that T had ample, tereible necessity § such a glorions givl should murder our fine. old Saxon tongue
for it, is, alas? beyond all doubt, b as she does 7° . :
C # 1 will not say a ward for or against her,” T rejoined, Gtill T
have seen her, though when that will be, T have no iden.”

« Not later than next Sunday, for she toldme that since kier

One of the most unpleasant results of my unconquerable | return home last montly, she attemds chureh in the village
timidity was my being deprived of a considerable portion of i regularly, and oceupies n sealy almost opposite wur own,
my brother's seciety, which I would otherwise hnve enjoyed. P 8he  acknowledged she had watched - us both with - grat
Many of his leisure-hours were devoted to shooting, and as | inferest, these two last Sundays; we being the only quality
game nbounded in. the part of the country where we lived, | (so she phrased it) apart from Doctor Juckson, his wite and
the temptation to a youthful sportsmun often proved irre- | old maiden sister, who attended there, She siid she wondered
sistible, mueh at the grent plainness of your dress,: and at your not

ow his game-bag over

CILAPTER 1.

(
|
l
!
1]
|

!
i
t

his shoulder or take up his fowling-piece ; that instant T put | eight o'clock striking, nnd [ bave not even commynead this
down my hat or tooi ol iy shawly deal to all entreaties 6 senscless Greek ode.”
accompany him: He might trip or stumble, T arguad, and

7’0o be continued,

mise me to always stop with my poor metherless darlings.
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1t was suflicient for me lo see him e g pwenring even a ribbon or atrinket about you. but there is
i
[
i
;
i

hiz gun go oft by accident; or, in aiming at n plover or

N




