
[51 ')

voice of his siter. "Yes, yeslové ; I iman-ye's, danco
by al means, dance ;" "I have really your leavel" she coitidiued
with a smile; I believe you-scarcely héard my question."-
"Yesyes, my dear Lucy; you wish to dance-go novgo-
I am quite willing you sioulddance to.night. -Oh! Lady
Glenallan-oh !.,essie! answer me, spcai to 'ne But an-
other voice ivas in Bessie's car. As they stood in the shadow
of the portico, unseen by those ivho ivere ivalking in the garden,
Claude Forester and a lady: passed close to them.. '1! Do not
deceive me,"? said Claude, 'I have been deceived, once, and I
tell .you fii·ly, that my contempt and disgust for the most
wretched ani profligato ofher sex, is weak to what I feel towards
the coquette, who, with no temptation but vanity, trifles with-"
±he words were lost in the distance. Yet, as the speaker re-
turned, Bessie thought she distinguished her on name in the
murmuring protestations of Claude's companion. "He scorns
xme-7-he lholds me up as a warning, as an examplc, he-Claude-
the only being whon I ever really loved !'?and Lady Glenallan
leaned ber head against the portico, too faint even for ars.

" Speak to me-speakto me-answer me,-beloved Bessie!"
She had forgotten hin. Shuddering, she attempted to vithdraw
her hand from the deathlIike clasp of bis, ivhile sh exclaimed in
agony: " Oh!i well, night hli scorn mc! Let me go, infatuated
boy ! you lcnow .not vhat you.love !-Oh !etane depart and
die, I am sick, sick at heart! I have not heard you-I:know
not.what you have said, or wyhat I have answered-I a a fool-
a miserable, vain, aècursed fool, I an-Qh! God, forgiye me!"
" Lord Linton! Lord Linton! Lord Linton J" cried several
voices, in a tone of alarm anl horror " Lord Linton ! your
sister t said Lord Glenallan, as he made his way through the
crowd, and seized the arin of the unbappy young man. Instant-
ly he darted forward-and Bessie followed; drawn by that
fearful impulse which prompts us to leap the precipice we shud-
der to gaze from. A silent circle was formed where the dance lid
been; the music had only ceased that moment; there was but
one sound through the wide room vhere hundreds were colleet-


