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THR BEST S8ITUATION FOR A GARDEN,

Tho beat situation for either & market
garden or farm garden s on comparatively
i.vel ground, provided the land is thor-
-oughly drained. Gently rolling lands
sloping south or southeast are excellent ;
northerly and weaterly exposares ate to bo
avoided. Secure abelter on the north-east
aud weat by hills, woods or buildings, if
pomsiblo; but elose proxinity to woods
may often cause loss of crops by rabbits
and other vermin, and protection must be
provided by distance or otherwiss. A
diversity of soll in the garden will permit
of a greater variety of vegetables being
grown, as some xequire a heavy e2oil, and
others a light one, Stagnant ponds of
water must be avoidel ; but if they can be
utilized as reservoirs for irrigation, pre-
gerve them, Shade and fruit trees near
garden are a nuieance, by furnisbing hories
for insects to breed in, Either avoid or
destroy them, Locate the garden near the
highway, 1o save golng over the fields when
nuddy. In buying, locate near the rail-
road tc-save expense in shipping.

PROFITB OF EARLY LAMBES,

The profit of fattening sheep and lambs
the last year or two has decreased the
number of store sheep wintered over for
the wool and incresse of flock. When
farmers have plenty of pasture through
tho summer, growing early lambs by a
cross with & Cotswold or Leicester ram is
very profitable. Such lambs, if good, sell
readily to any butcher for $3 to 84 per
head, according to quality and earliness.
Lambs that corze about the first of Fobra-
ary sell the best. DBat this needs a warm
basement nnder the barn, good care, and
some extra feed both for ewes and lamba
as soon as the latter ave old enough to eat
readily. Probably a little grain fed to
lambs in spring pays better than if fed to
any other kind of stock, Lambe in J
gcll at fancy prices, and the best are always
most saleable, The increase in value of
lamb pelts alone from extra fteding, will
pay the small amount of grain required,

ONION CULTURE.

AMATEUR GARDINER.—), The variety
you mention will please you, 2. No! We
do not think the other suyerior. 3. VYes,
your soil must be well prepared for onjons.
You should select a deep, rich, loamy soil
on adry bottom. Good, strong, sandy
loam makes excellent onion ground. You
should manure the spot selected very
thoroughly with well rotted manure, as
free as possible from seeds that will ger.
minate. Your land must be very thor-
oughly prepared by ploughing or dragging
deeply, barrowing or raking, pulverizing
the lumps and making them as fino o8
possible, Poultry manure is by many con.
sidered to be especially adapted to onion
land, Pig manureis good. Be carefal to
got fresh seod, old seed will often fail,
4, Yes, you can grow crop after crop of
onions upon the same patch of ground.

A good manure for fruit trces may bo
made by mizing {our loadsof dry peat or
swamp muck with one load of stable
manure, and ono barrel of dry ashes, Let
it lie in a heap for a few weeks and work
it ovex before applyifig. It would do no
harm ¢o add a barzcl of ground bone to
the above, When it is apphed, cover the
* ground well as far as tho roots of the tree
extend,

SUYPLY OF GREENS,

While the market gardener gencrally
arranges to have a full supply of salads to
eupply the demand in the early spring, yet
a [arger proportion of farmers makoe no
preparaticn whatever for this crop.

Early in tho spring wo all’ crave some-
thing green, and it seoms necesiary to our
health that this want should be supplied,
and when it can be done so readily there
is really no excuse for being without.

Many farmers wivea luse far more time
bunting over the farm for yellow or cailed
dock, thistles, lsmb’s quarter, &c, that
grow wild in the fence corners or in out-
of-the.way places, than it would take to
furnish a full supply in the garden, With
this advautage, that if ressonable care is
taken, the supply can be kept every yuar
with but little trouble. Many of this kind
of plants zan be run in the fall, aud thereby
save contiderable trouble in the apring, be-
sides having them come into uso much
earlier, but as it is to late to talk about
them now, and what is to be done must of
sourse be done the first of this month.

Am opgtho best and, at the same time
the most prolific plants for salad isspinach.
Tho leaves are large, the plant quick grow-
ing, and when well eatablished will seed it-
self, all that is neceasary ia to keep tho
weeds down and the soil atirred.

Horseradish is very valuable, because it
serves & double purpose, as the leaves can

is addition to meats. It starts to grow
very early in the apring, and, like spinach,
needs only reasonable care to furnisha
supply of both roota and leaves for a num-
ber of years, besides this the leaves are
often used medicslly ; for this reason no
farmer’s garden shonld ba-without a godd
bed ox row of this plant. Though coming
in later than the thres mentioned, Mustard
is almost indispensable in‘the garden, The
leaves make a good salad, while the sceds
aro both used as asaucc and medically.
‘Then wo have cress, another good salad,
at yields well.

VWith the exception of horseradish these
all grow from the seed, and can be grown
along side of each other, 8o that the ealad
bed or rows can Le madea permanent
pact-of the ganden tho same as asparagus
and rheubarb,

The soil for spring sowiog should be
prepazed as early in tha spring as it can be
worked, either plow or spade deep, then
barrow fine, aad lay off in rows twelve
inches apart, zow theseed and cover lightly,
the soil should be reasonably rich, as all
the gardens shonld be. The best greens
are those which make a quick growth,
being more tender and pleasant to the

he chosen. They should be-well cultivated
and kept clean of weeds,

roots are secured and plauted in the soil
Therows can be placed twelve inches
apart, and tho root.cuts six inches apart.
After they start to grow they require but
very little cultivation, but as withall
garden crops the weeda must be kept down,
and if this is done asitshould bs, the
plants will receive sufficient cultivation,

FARM ECONOXY,

How to make farming more profitatle,
is a problem of the age. Theoxetically,
tho problem is easyily solved, A farmer
ehould never buy what he can raise with &
reasonatle expenditure for himsclf, ‘L'ho
sggregate agricultural products of the
world furnish sustenance for the world’s

be used for greens, and the roots as asauce.

taate, and for this reason rich eoil ahould

With horseradish small pieces of the

peoplo.—~Everything which yiekls nourish

ment or comfort, originates in the soil

Why cannot farmers, by acquiring more
oducation and better judgmert to direct
their -energies, succeed in supplying more
of their own necds and thereby gatn the
tndepondonco which is creditod to them,
but which, us a class, thoy havo never at-
tained 7 Can ono bo called an intelligent
and independent farmer who gocs on from
vear to \year raislog the same crop and
getting leas pay each succeeding year until
his farm Itsolf is seizsd to defray tk~ ex-
penses” ho has iocurred in runnisg it?
Yet he controls & portion of the world’s
suatenance, Who isto blatwe? There are
hundreds -of instances of farmers
who, from the management of a ten
acre patch, -derive-more profit than many
of our farmers on their quarter sections.
It is becauso.thoy cultivato their ground
for all it is worth. Because thoir labors
sze directed, not by the primitive instimot
of father Adam, but by enlightonment and
businees ability.

Let our farmers chip out of their wheat
farms & pig lot, a pasture fc> shee, horses
and cattle, Lot them lay off their choicest
plot of land for a fruit and vegotable
garden, one of tho best of expedients to
avoid payiog doctor’s bills, Liet thom seed
down soveral acres to red clover,
raise peas and some corn to fatten swine,
and raiso pumpkins, squash, potatoes,
everything in fact that will tend to make
both ends meet, whother for home con-
sumption or for marketing purposes, Let
farmers do all this, sowing less than one-
half their farms to wheat, and who then
will get the corner on theyr products and
drive them into insolvency by dictating
starvation prices !

Every farmer should remember that he
is ono of those.who help to sustsin the
masses, and ho should atk himself, can I
not contrive in some way to produce many
of the necesitios-or comforts which " are
supplied by others than myself snd for
which Inow have to" pay cash?l After
considering the profit of keeping stock, of
poultry 1aising and flesh cultore, after
studying over the wild range of products
which grow to perfection in their district,
it would soom that some mothod of farm-
ing might be settled upon which would
preclude the possible deleterious effects of
surplas wheat production.

There is nosl of mora intelligence
among farmere. They should rise to an
appreciation’ of their trus positions in
pational and social affaira, - Above all
things clse, study and. broaden your views
of your own occupation. Raise it to a
higher intellectual and social basis and fit
yourszelves by your practical successes to bo
its ornaments,

[}

American farmers bave found that dairy-
ing is ono of tho least exhaustive methods
of agricolture for the soil, especially as
compared with grain-raineg. Where grain
is freely fod to cows, there is but little, if
any, loss to the fertility of tho soil some
dairymen going 80 far as to hold that thoy
can reclaim & wora-out farm with a herd
of dairy cowa ani & system of high feeding
withont the aid ot commercial fertilizers,
An eminent Eaglish autbority says thaton
his farm dairy cattle exhaust the soi, much
less than & herd of young cattle, whose
growipg bones abtorb so much of the
phosphates in the soil, and more than a
herd of mature fattening cattle who merely
puton flesh, Accordiog to this, pastures

to maintain a high degreo of fortility need
fertilizing, One of tho most successful
datryman wo ever know top-dreased his
pastures.regularly with well rotted barn-
yard manuro findy pulverized, and evenly
distributed by “brushing® it, assome farm-
ers do their newly.stocked Jand,

BALr of tho success attained in good
gardening is gainod in the selectlon of
first-class aced, It is folly to aow anything
olio and expect good rolurns, Get the
sced catalogues of the reliable scedmen,
and select now in order that]you may not
bave your planting delayed. Too many
facmars dopend upen the towa or village
grocory for their scede. Itis always bet-
ter to deal with regular secdmen. Their
catalognes aro frequently notited in our
columus, and their long etauding ensures
you good secd. - .

The Boston Herald thinks that “qreat
farmors on amall farms” is the true-method
for American agriculture, and remarks
that the old “Saxon earth hnnger”isas
normal craving of the races thrt “seek &
home in our republic, It is encoursging
to note that even in Illinois the ten-
dency now Is towardsamaller farms and
botter cultivation. In this way two blades
of grass, or corn, or wheat, are made to
grow where one grew bufore.

Boying and selling stock is an imiportant
part of every farmer’s buliness, says a
contemporary, even in sections where
cattle breeding isnot & specialty, It re-
quires & great deal of judgment to do this
suceessfully, and this will ‘be only acquired
by experience and the wuse of scalea to
waigh the stock qccasionally. With some
experience & farmer can learn to judge
weights of cattle or other farm stack away
from home, while his own may be weighed
s often as ho chooses, Evenif tho atock
are not to be sold, it is very conveniént: for
faymers to bavescales, that they mav know
the results of different kinds of food.

THE potato possesses the property of
converting a very much larger portion of
the manure ingredients of the sail into hu-
mén food than any of the cereal grain
cropr. For instance, to every bushel of
wheat abont 100 pounds of straw are
grown, while the paulm of the potatoes
when dry is 8o light that in experimenting
we do not think it wortk while to weigh
it. These properties, when combined with
asuitable climate, enablo the cultivator to
produce upon & given arcna of ground a
larger amount of human foed from the
potato thar from any of the cereal grain
crops.

No farmer should be without a garden
plot, the-soil of which has been especially
prepared for tho growing of delicasies for
the year round. The farmer’s will always
want such a plot, and it is not her fault if
the family are lacking in vegetables.
Many farmers consider their garden plota
of the best importance, aud thersfors
olight them. Let our friends look after
their vegetsblo gardens, and have the
ground thoroughly crunched and proper-
1y prepared for the coming season.

A lady whose conscicnce was softened
by a recent revival, ealled ona clergyn an,
in remorseful spirit, to tell him the had
spoken  disparagingly of his seymobs.
**That's nothing, my cbild,” wasthereply,
*I don’t think much of that.”

“'Phere are 1,400,000,000 people upon
the earth nt preseat, accoriding to tho Jatest
statistics,” said Mrs. Smith, looking u
from: the paper. *Only think of itl an
we haven't bad a calier for two dsys!”




