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JOTTINGS FOR JUNK.

BY T, ¢, ROBINBON, OWKN S8OUND.

{The following very interesting notos
were intended for June, but they are
s0 admirable and many of them so well
suited for this month also that we in-
sert them Lodily.—Eb. C, F.)

Youxa GRAVE VINES are often in-
Jured by permitting toc wany buds to
develop into ahoots, which exhaust by
dividing the strength of the vine—
spoiling its shape and often preventing
enough sap going to any one shoot to
mature fruit buds to bear the follow-
ing year. If last year's growth was
thtnner than an ordinary pesholder,
only one shoot should be allowed to
rewmain ; select the strougest and train
it upon astako or otherwiso so that it
will receive suport, in which condition
it will grow much i)etter, and break
all others off close to the old atemm or
closc to the ground if they come from
tha raot., If last year's wih was
thicker than above mentioned then
two canes may ba allowed to grow
this year. In uo ease should more
than two canes be allowed to grow
from theroot. These directions :gply
to vines one or two years plsnted or
to older vines ihat not*yet rae.

*

“Tue “ Pust Hor,” or slide hoe, will
work in clay loam as well compara.
tively as in sandy soil. I have just
been using one in an onion patch
where the soil is, I am sorrv to say,
badly baked hy the hot sun following
very heavy raip, and even hers it gets
away fast from the common garden
hoe, although harder to work, of
course, than in a looser soil.  If used
when tho surfaco is just beginning to
dry »fter rain it will <7ork In quite &
stift cfay. If you have one made to
order let the fork tines be on tho un-
der side, as my experience is that fric-
tion is less snd consequently more
ground can be gone over in the same
time. If you work “right-handed?
let the end of the blade project & little
beyond the tine—half an inch to an
inch—a? the right side only. This wnil
allow you to work close totbe plants
in the Tow at the leftside without risk
of cutting them—the tine heing flush
with the end of the blade at that side,
serving as a guide to the eye while tho
blade is covered with soil. A person,
who works “left-handed,” will find it
convenien? to work close to the right
hand row, and in that case the ryht
tino should be flush with the end of
the blade, The advantage of leaving
the end of the blade that is farthest
from the row to project beyond the
tine at that side is that it may be used
to pull out a amal) weed, plant of wire
grass &c that may be too close to the
cultivated plants to cut in the ususl
way witbout injury to the fatter, I
think I have sfated before that the
“pusgh boe’’ may be very simply made
by riveting a blade of steel about eight
or ten inches long and two or three
inches wide on the (el;ﬁhtly shortened)
tines of a two-pronged pitchfort. It
is the bandiest, most labor-saving tool
on my place. We useitin cultivating

all inds of vegetables, when not hill. { P

ing up, and it suits us better than the
“wshenl’ hoes,” “band cultivators,” and
“genfilers,” that cost from five to
cight dollara each, except when itis de-
sirable to werk at onceon both sides of
arow of vegetahles, as onions, for which
purpose the donv'e-wheel-hoe it neces-
sary. 1 believe tbat if persons fail to
set eatisfaction with the “push hoe”
their failure will result from using It
on stony or gravelly land, or from not
setting it 80 as to work ap the proper
angle with the surface. When held

for working the edge should irc'ine
into the grouud very slightly. Do
not let it lis quite flat, or it will tend
to coma out of the ground as soon as
yot push formard ; and, only sharpen
on the upper side, or you “will have the
same trouble. I am quito ready to
be dubbed ‘enthusiast,” respecting
this tool. An implement that more
.than doubles the effective bocing force
on any farm or garden that 1s not
stony, gravelly or too clayey, and that
any oue can have at tho cost of a lit-
tle brains and less than a dollar at any
blacksmith shop, scems to me worthy
of a little praise from any agricultural
authority in theland |
* * * * *

Is TtHE “AlaycuesTRR” only the
old Hovey Seedling under a new
name? Isthe queation that our straw-
berry cousins across tha line ave hold-
ipg their breath to hear answered by
the present crop. C. M. Hovey, of
Boston, opines from seeing the picture
and reading the description that it is
identical with the seedling which his
firm brought out in 1834 ; and so high
an authority as John S. Collirs, of
New Jersey, tells the Rural New Yorker
that the Alauchester reminded buu
much of the old Hovey Seedliug which
yiclded with him over 8,000 quarts to
the acre in 1865 (1). Perbaps no sort
has ever been sent out with such high
praise from the introducers and such
flattering testimonials from men who
are generally regarded as authoritics,
s the Manchester reccived, and con-
sidering the number seld and the
high price (82 per dozen) at which
they went off, it must stand, if this
rumor is true, as perhaps the greatest
fraud upon fruit men that has yet
come to light. Ihope it is not true
for many reasons besides the fact that
I have a stock of plants on hand, and
hoped to turn an honest penny—sev.
eral of them indeed—by propagating
and selling young plants, " f should be
sorry to think s poorly of the honesty
of some and the intelligeuce of others
of the American plant growing
fraternity, as I should have to think
if it shoulc. prave truoe that one set
brought out such a fraud, and the
other sst were stupid enough to swal-
low it and look on for nearly a year
before findlng it our., It was bad
enough to have Trollope’s Victoria
hawked aronnd the couutry as Golden
Queen ; it was provoking to have
such fruits as the British pear and tho
Lombard plum sent out under half-a-
dozen different names by cute Vankees
each new name trebling the cost of
the valuableold fruit ; it was aggravat-
ing of later years to have that New
Jersey man rake in the hard cash for
the raspberry that he was pleased to
call ¢ Queen of the Market” from those
who already were planting it as Qath.
bert ; it was just too bad to have that
other firm in Conuecticat (runnin
Manchester now) tako up the ol§
Bella de Fontenay that had just fallen
flat under the namo of Amazon, and
launchit forth on our devotoed heads
as the ““ Great Henrictta Raspberry—
only 1 per plant!"—but this Man-
chester strawberry with its colored
late and its pamphlets of praise—if it
1s the old Hovey—is the greatest hum-
bugof &ll! It just bangs Banagher!
Bawwood hams and wooden nutmegs
take a back seat. Yankee cuteness
reaches as high a culminating point xs
beef.did when the cow jumped over
the moon !

* * * * *

ANp YT tbis fraudulent business
of sending out old fraits for mew is
not at all the only thing that prevents
certain plant growers from ocoupying
that honorable position as authorities

with both hands in an sasy povitica

or{ Judgw of melt in naw fealts thay

their prominent postion and great ex-
perience woufd Jead us to desivo and
oxpect, Thoto of us who have grown
these now fruits in our cwn garders
know thnat somo of them have realized
fully *Le praise they were sent oud
with.  What then must wo think of
that mau in  York State who persist.
ently tries to put his “cowhile No.
thirteens” ou ecvery new fruit that
contes out, unles his finger i+ allowed
in the pie? Who growled at the
Cuthbert, and snarled at the Bidweli,
and laughed the Crescent to scorn, un
til public opinion was too much for
hinl, aod ho then secured o larye stock,
got out the engraving in his catalogue,
avd hurralied with the rest!  1teaders
who keep up with the times will rec-
ognize the portrait, and contrast it
with that of another man in the same
state who always gives everything new
a fair chance, and though eometimes
mistaken, puts on the praiso or the
blame just acconding to the behavior
of the plaat in question.  When will
feuit mea of all stripes learn that the
Intter course 1s not ouly the bes in its
moral aspeet, but in the end the most
profitable
* * * *
THE PROPER WAY to sottle this Man-
chester controversy is fortunately just
the way that is being {ollowed. J. T.
Lovett advertises in American Horti-
cultural papers that ha2 will be glad to
have frutt-growers visit his place and
inspect the Manchester in fruit when
ripening. ‘This is just asit shot” Ve,
aud goes far to inspire counfidence.
After all it may be all vight.  Plants
set late last fall on my place are cer
tainly showing o large awmount of
fruit, and grow well on poor soil. I
shall look forward with interest to
the propesed conference, and will
propogate the Manchester in hope.
* * * * »

Tiis suapow on the reputation of
the Manchester leaves the Bidwell
ahead of competition among the new-
er sorts, aud Mr, Roo invites all and
sundry that are interested in it to in-
spect Lis bearing plantations on the
fludssn, 1 wish 1 could be there, but
must coutent myself with sceing that
famous strawberry on  my own
grouads, on fall set plants, and old
plants that are ecxbausted by taking
every plant possible frum them last
yoar.  Even on such plant: the show
of fruit is remarkable. Lots of full.
grown plants of other well-known
varieties do not show as some Bidwells
sot with clods of carth around the
ro0is on the lst of September last.
[t ripens about as early as Wilson, I
have just eaten the first ripe Bidwell,
or as much of the green end as a ras-
cally bird left me,and I tested another
that was beginning to redden on one
side. The flavor certainly is pleasing,
and w2uld be preferred by most per-
song, I think, to fully ripened fruit of
many other sorte.  The berry I got
was about an inch and three-quarters
long, and an inch thnck at the stem,
tapering to tho tip so as to form as
perfect a cone as you may expect to
see in thestrawberry. Tho berries
generally seem of more regular shape
than any other large berry I have seen
but are sometimes ridged. Ide not
lika to speak of its faults, but 1t has.
two that I have noticed, anrd I mean
to tell whatever I know about it; the
first is that the eceds are somewbhat
sunken, 8o that the surface is notso
smooth as I would like to sec. The
second is that like all long Derries
except the Prouty, the tip doesnot
ripen up quite as soon rstho rest of
the berry. It is o firm berry, and it is
said that if left till the tip ripens, the
whole berry will be rm enough ; but
ofthas I will judge purganally, and

*

v

my ficn-la will hear from wme again
on the ubject when 1 know more
about it. It reems n great beaver, Imt
whether 1t will do more in that reapuct
than Wilson or Crescent, as Mr, lll-:c
claims, I am not going to judge from
the green fruit, "The test will bein
the pickling.
*

- * *

GnrEAT i3 the choico of variety in
the «trawberry husiness, greater still i«
manure, but greatest of all is keeping
down weeds, and keeping or” runner-,
Other things being equal, that wman
will probably come out well aheal of
his neighbor«, who not only keeps off
the rubners, but gets them nipped be.
fore they aro six inches long, orin
other words, “efsro they absorb
enough vital force of tho plaut to be.
come tough, When they fimt comeo
out a child can_ewily nip them with
the linger and thumb, It is easicr
work fur childzen than agults, as they
do not have #» far to stoop. 1 have
just set & squad at anacre patch of
Wilion and Crescent, vefore tho fruit
is rive, and T expect to get enough ex-
tra quarts from the sap saved to the
planty, to pay for the cost of nipping
several times over, cyen with these
common sort:. The advantage isin
Jarger berrieo—henco greater crops
and greater pricea

* ’ * * %

It 18 T00 500N Yha 1o speak of the
Sharpless and other late berries,
Mauy of these sorts disappointed e
at firot, Lecause I noticed a smolier
number of blossoms on them than on
cominon 8.1ty and & blossom i3 ouly a
blossow jon kuow whether it is going
to develup into a big berry or a small
one. The fruit grower must not for-
get, however, that the bulk of berries
i3 what is wanted, and if the same
nuuber of quarts can be obtained,
then the fewer the blossoms the
beiter, becanse that means quicker
gickiug and larger prices for the

ig berries. O course there is more
danger of aceil: at from birds &:. to a
Jarge berry than to three or four
small ones, Lat all these things must

be taken intue  cowsideration and
“averaged.”
* < * *

READER> MaY REMEMBER my fear
that the Cathbert would not grow
stout enough in the stalks to stand up
in the suow, aud to bear its load of
fruit the uest season. Iam glad to
note that with age the plant gets over
its slender habit of the first year or
two. Those who havo observed the

raceful willowy maiden of eighteen,
ﬁevelop into the stout hearty matron
of thirty-five or forty, will appreciate
this change in the Cathbert, which for.
tunately takes place in it at a much
younger period. I have been incor-
rectly quoted as saying ata horticul-
tural meeting that the Cuthbert was
no hardier than Xranconia, when I
simply stated that I could not be sure
that it was hardier on onc year plants.
Iam glad to say that with two and
three year plauts even on rich soil,
where soft, tender growth may be
looked for, and aflter the roots had
been meddled with, to take up young
Blmts’ the Cathbert came admira-

ly through last winter, which from
its open, yet severe wenther was very
trying, and beat the Franconia entire-

ly.

*Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound ranks first as a curative
Agent in all complaints peculiar to
women, Cures Kidney troubles of
cither sex. -

p¥=Every color of the Diamond
Dyo is perfect. See samples of the
-colored cloth at tho druggiwts Uas
equalled for Uxlllianey.




