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ÂBDERHÀLDEN TEST IN MENTAL DISEASE.

Charles E. Simon, Baltimore (Jousrnal A. M. A., May 30, 1914),
takes up the claims of Pauser as tc> the findiugs of the AbderbÀjden
test in certain types of insanity with special reference dementia prieox
He reviews the literature wbich foilowed Fauser's publication and says
that i surveying it one caxinot help but being impressed, on the oee
hand by the wonderful nforinity of the resuits reported by Pauiser
and the wide divergence £romn those of certain other authors, like Haupt.
mnaln and Buinke. He thinks that there is good ground to suspect that
Pauser was tee enthusiaatic i bie views and aiso that his oppoet
may have lacked cemplete control of the technie. Pauser himself states
that he obtained a reaction with sex gland repeatedly in cases i whic>h
it was unexpected and that the diagnosis between maniac depreiy0
insanity aud dementia proecox could, fot always be Made With certaixuty,
Simon relates his ewn experience wîthi the use of the test i 106 cae
and says "te aummarize the results" that a sex gland reaction may b.
obtained. ini nearly if net ail cases of dementia proecox at some stage
or anether but that tis action is not specile as Pauser asserts. Il
finds that the reaction may aise be obtained in other forins of insanity
and lie does net attempt te explaîn thein. He muet therefore con<eludej
that Fauser's raie lias exceptions or that the positive findings in mani..
depressive insanity or pareais are due to errera of diagnoeis or techni..
The fact, liowever, reinains that in dementia prtecox the Positive re-
action is the rule while in the purely funetional psychoses it is the excp-
tion. Simon, therefore, discusses at length the teclinie employed and
which lie thinks meets f airly any criticism. frein the technical point of
view as far as our knowledge goes at present. He believes, however, tha~t
advances van stiil be made and while we cannot, as yet, draw positile
cenclusions regarding the significance of the reaction in dementia prSo,
certain possibilities suggest themnselves. One Of these is that of a er
verted function of the celle concerned i the production of the internai
secretion of the sex glands in dementia. " Considering the preblem frol
the clinical side, the ail-important question of course suggests îtsejf
whether or net the reaction lias a'y relation te the patliogeni of
dementia proecox. Theoreticaily, this is of course perfectly posgiile
Qranted that anti-sexgland ferments de occur i tlie circulation inue
mentia prSoeex, and that their presenee were the outeome of the per
suce in the circulation ef an abuormal secretion or of abnormal cela
thon we mnsy alec> assume that digestion ot tliese cells or eol-prdcsW
tae place, aud that ail conditions would thus be given for a hoe
p>,c'tei intoxication which miglit vory well expend itsolf on the cela


