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however, mindful of the rights of the
individual, and of the State, are woefully
blind to the needs of suffering humanity.

Thatthese pnen, members, as Prof. Burney
Yeo has so aptly termed them, of “ The
Society for the Maintenauce of Darkaess,”
will finally be overcome, and made to
understand the great wrong they are
undoubtedly inflicting upon their fellows, I
feel fully convinced. That the time may
not be far distant is the hope of every
earnest worker in thefield of medical science.

There are many such workers scattered
over the continents of Europe and America,
and upon the shoulders of these must the
burden of the work now rest. It is a cause
for deep regret, that those who have con-
tributed so much to bring our science to its
present high position, should be shub out
from that which has been their life’s work,
a work which has for its single object the
saving of human life and the alleviation of
human suffering. That these men, among
whom are the most benevolent and philzm-
thropic men living, should be hampered
and retarded by a set of provisions, alike
remarkable for their quibbling exclusiveness
. and their ignorant hostility, seems almost
ineredible. Whether or not those who
oppose Vivisection are capable of apprecia-
ting the discovery of the circulation of the
blood appears to be doubtfnl ; judging from
their apparent knowledg: of physiology,
which in some eases is simply a mass of
limited and confused ideas, and in the vast
majority absolutely nil, I should say they
were not.

That incomparable discovery of Harvey,
made in theyear 1616, completely revolution-
ised the wholefabric of Physiology, which had
hitherto rested upon the most erroncous
theories ; it led up to the further eclabora-
tion of the various functions and relations
of the respiratory and circulatory systems,
and formed the starting point of a new
epoch of Physiological Secience, as far
removed from that which had gone before it
as the day is from the night.

And this discovery, in all its dctails, was
the outcome of experiments upon living
animals ; but before proceeding to show that
this was the case, let us look for a few mo-
ments at the state of things prior to Har-
vey's discovery.

Dating back from Harvey fo Galen we
have a distinet period, during which, Physi-
ology remained in some respects almost at
a standstill.

Galen, who lived about the year 160 A.D,,
forms the most prominent-landmark in
Medieal History during $hose times; he
was & most earnest and scientific worker,
and gained a great part of his physiologi-
cal knowledge by numerous and careful
vivisections.

The erroneous and in some cases myste-
rious views which were held by this cele-
brated physician are too well known fo
demand more than a passing reminder, for
the purpose of showing howthese have been’
entively overthrown by vivisectional experi-
ments.

The slow and laboured ascent from the
énquror beprov of Hippocrates up to the
mrevua or “‘ Bthereal Spirit” of Galen,
and from thence up to the present high
standard of Medical Science, can only be
followed and appreciated by a caveful study
of the History of Medicine from the ea,lh
est times to the present day.

After Galen came Servetus, Vesalius, Col-
umbus, Cesalpini, whpse numerous experi-
ments added somewhat to the original doe--
trines of their predecessor; but they were
all, nevertheless, completely in the dark
as to the trne conrse of the circulation,
although some among them, wore especially
Servetus, came comparatively near . the
mark.

It was only by a ver y large .number of‘
vivisections that Harvey was able to elabor-
ate and establish upon a firm and impreg-
nable foundation his great discovery ; as he
says himself, “It was only by daily dili~
gence in vivisection on a variety of animals’
that he thought he had obtained the truth.”



