BACTERIOLOGICAL

It may be weil for us 't conslder‘for a few' moments. the snurces‘
,from wlm.h our. peop]e Cdraw tlwn‘ water suppb “And lere I tefer‘i
more e~pvcmlly to ' rural, dlﬂmcts, as it is to be suppomd thiat wery';‘-
‘promessxve town has a water aupply which is free tmm risk ot con-}
" tamination. . ' : ‘ : C
1. Rivers. Water may be derived from thls source for dnmesmc pur- :
poses, ¢ and indeed hasto be so derived in very densely populated centres.

The supply of water from such a source has no very great olgec—”
tions if the river has not passel through a cult.lva,benl a.ml settled :
country and thus becomne liable to contaumination. ', S

Such water has usually a maddy, turbil appedrumce 'm«l lﬁ«iﬁ* ‘c‘o'n:“_‘

‘tain an excess of vegetable matter; but where it has.. not flowed
through such a country as de%rlbed 1t, is not Imble to clmmm very
ma.ny pathogenic or disease. pxo(lucmO' organisins, 2 -
. - But unfortunately it often is contaminatel, a,nd therefme is to be :
uremunlcd with ' greab (Jht.z ast as a ‘water supply. It was, owing “to"
Hmnbum de,rwmor 1(38 suppl; from  the viver Elbe t,hat led to 3\1(.[1 a";
“wiile dlstnhub‘on of a fatal epldexmc ok plague, d, fn.w \‘e,ns g0

2. Artesian wells - These ‘are usu mlly of - uxext, depth, pwsmcr‘;‘
throuzh nnp‘,rku: sbmm 4111 are bh(, vemy besb ‘md pmesn of lwater
suopl\ o ‘ e :

3. Springs.. Arp of comsg (food suppheq KEI ‘

4. Deep wells. These are wellsnot necessarily deep in number of -

feet, but deep in that they pass through. an nnpeumm stratum.
and tap bhe water underneath. The water 1n this case has us\m]lyf
trdvellul a long distance, ‘dml (]unnu its per colation  has becuxne‘
Altered and, puuhe(l Is is therofore an‘.ulmnal»]e bup[ﬂy of ‘water.
for domestic services, pwvvled proper precautions are taken to ensure
that the subsoil water eannot filter through its walls and thus con.
taminate an originally pure. water. ‘

5. Shallow or surface wells.  These wells are shallow in the sense
that they do not penetrate throuzh any lmpervious stratum, but
merely drain the subsoil. They may- actually be deeper in num-
ber of fect thana “deep” well and yet be called shallow.

These are the most dangerous of all sources of water supply, and
unfortunately they are a very common source in rural districts.

How often do we find such a well at the farms in county districts!
And it would not be so objectionable if they were some distance
away from any cesspool, manure heap or other source of contamina-




